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YOU muft hot be forp^Ifcdi ;at my begging 
your l^oteftion for this Iktie Bbokf 

./ . .' 

iff^hen I aflure you it was^ principally intended 
for your Perufal. I had ofter> wiibed to fee 
ibmething of this Kind publifbed- by an 
able Handt And> fop want of Ihat^ have 

fometimes had an Inclination to db it myfelf : 
But never came to any Refolution in- that 



vi DEDICATION. 

Point, «till very lately; when, at Horion^ I 
h?id the Pleafure to find your Lordfliip, 
though but in your fifth Year, capable of 
^ reading any Thing in the EvgUJJi Tongue> 
without the feaft Hefitation. 

Thefe Fables, My Lord, abound in 
Variety of Inftru£lion, Moral and Poli- 
tical. They furnifli us with Rules for every 
Station of Life: They mark out a proper 
Behaviour for us, both in refpe£l of cmr- 
felves and others; and deraonftrate to us, by 
a Kind of Example, every Virtue which 
claims our beft Regards, and every Vice 
which we are moft concerned to avoid. 
Conlfidering them in this View, I could 
not think of aryr Thing more proper, to 
be put fo early into your Lordfhip's Hands, 
as well for your own Sake, as that of the 
Public. As I wi(h you all the Happinefs 
\vhich Man can enjoy, I know .of nothing 
more likely to procure it, than your \mr 



DEDICATION-. ▼ii 

^ibingy in your Childhood^ Aich Seeds of 
Reafon and Philafophy^ as may re£tify and 
fweeten every Part oi your futiwe Life, 
And as you are by Birth entitled to a Share 
\a the Adminiftration of the Government, 
I flatter myfelf that your Country^ will fee| 
the Benefit of thefe Le^ures of Morality > 
V?hen hereafter it bchotds your Lordihip, 
fteadily purfiiiog thofe Principles^ of Honefiy 
and BenevolencCy whichy by fuch Inftruo 
tions in your Infancy, you will be taught to 
Ii>ve^ 

I am happy, upon feveral Accounts, in 
the Opportunity I take in addrcffing myfelf 
to your Lordflnp, in this early Tim% of 
your Lifer Without any Refleftion upon 
your Parts, My I>0Rr),. I comfort myfelf 
with the Confid.eration, that you are not 
yet able to difcern the Imperfeftions of my 
Performance. Nay, when you are a little, 
older, and your Judgment is ftrong enough, 

A 4 \a 
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td difc6ver every Weaknefs in the following 
Sheets, you will yet remember for what a 
young Capacity they were Intended ^ and 
whatever you may think of the Style and 
I-anguage, the honeft Purpofe of the Whole 
cannot fail of ybur Approbation. 

Another Advantage, My Lord, is. That 
when I tell the World you are the mod 
Jtorely and the moft engaging Child that ever 
Was born, I cannot be charged with offending 

in Poiftt of Flattery. No one ever faw you 
but thought the fame. ^ 

And this puts me in Mind, that you are 
defccnded from a Race of Patroftsj Arts and 
learning <iid not owe more to the Influence 
of Mecenas at Rome, than they have done to 
ih2Lt of Montague 2it Lo7idon. Perhaps, young 
as you are, you may think it ftrange to find 
yourfelf at the Head of a Dedication: But, 
My Lord, nobody elfe will wonder at it. 
^ou are bom to proteft and encourage all 
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findiearours at the Public Good. Wc cmnot' 
help telling you, that we expeft it from 
You : and we beg Leave to put You in Mind 
to affert Yournative Right. 
♦ If it be true, that Virtue may be conveyed 
by Blood, and communicated by Example, I 
have all the Prefumption imaginable for what 
I affert. My Lord, Your Father, the Eaki. 
of Halifax, poffeffes every agreeable Qua- 
lity in Life : Whether natural or acquired, I 
will not pretend to determine. Iheyarefo 
eafy and habitual to Him, one would think 
them born with Him; but at the fame Time 
fo accomplifhed, that we cannot but difcovcr 
they have had the Advantage of a finiflied 
Education. 

If I durft follow the Suggeftions of a Heart 
truly fenfible of them,. 1 cduld^ dwell with 
Pleafure upon every Particular of his Worth. 
But nobody who deferves Applaufe fo much, 
declines it more than he does. Indeed, My 

A 5 Ajr^^"^^ 



X DEDICATION 

liOVLD, his Merit is fo great thnt we caanor 
do him Juflice in that Refpe£l, without of- 
fepdipg him. 

-» •■* - • _ .. ■ * , . 

fThat, upon all Occafions, you may imitate 
t\ie;:Example he fets, and copy out his Virtues! 
fdr your own and the Welfare of Mankind, is. 
the fiiKrere Wi{h of 



My LoRD> 



Your Lord/uys^ 



Moji obedient, and 



Mojt humble Servant, 



S. CROXALL. 

Hampton-Court, 
Maj 1, 1722. 



PREFACE, 




SO much has been already faici concerning ^/^artfl" 
hisWritin^s, ho thbj'ancieniand modern Authors, 
that the S^ibjeA fL-ems to be quite exhaufttJ. The dif- 
ferL-nt Conjeilures, Opinions, Tiraditions, :ind Forge- 
ries, which from Time to Time we have had eivcq to 
OS of him, would fill a targe Volume : But tney are, 
for the moll Part, fo iticonfiffent and abfurd, (bat it 
would be but a dull Amufemcnt for the Reader to be 
led iiitofuch a Maze of Uncertainty: Since HeradotuSf 
the mod ancient Greni: Hiltonan, did not flourifh till 
near an hundred years after /£J'o]i. 

As lor bis Life, with which we are entertained in fo 
complete aManner, before moft of the Editions of bi^ 
Fables, it was invented by one Alaxinius Planudes, a 
Greek Monk ; and, if we may judge of him from ihai; 
Conipofition,. juft asjndtcious andTeamtd a Pcrfon, as 
the reft of his I'Vatemity are at ibis Day obferved to be. 
Sure there never were lb many Blunders and childlfli 
Dreams mixed up together, as are to be met with in 
the fliort Compafa of that Piece. For a Monk, he 
Blight be very. good and wife^ but in Paint of Hifiory 
and Chronology, be (hews bimfelf to be very ignorant. 
He brin^ Mfop to Btibylou, in the Eelgn of Kigg L}/ce~ 
rus, a Kmg of his own making j for his Name is not 
A 6 to 
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to be found in any Catalp^e, from Nahonajfar to Alex-' 
antkr tKe Great ; Nahonaditis^ mod probably, reign- 
ing in -ffaiyfow about that Time. He fends him into 
JSeyptin tne Days o( Neclanebo, who wsis not in being 
till two Hundred Years afterwards; with fome other 
grofs Miftakes of that Kind, which fufficiently (hews 
us that this Life was a Work of Invention, and that 
the Inventor was a bungling poor Creature. He never 
mentions jf\ fop's being at Athens ; though Ph^ednis 
fpeaksof him as one that lived the greateft Part of his 
Tittle there ; and it appears that he had a Statue ere6l- 
ed in that City to his Memory, done by the Hand of 
the famed Lyjippus. He writes of him as living at 
SamoSf and interefting himfelf in a public Capacity in 
the Adminiftration of the Affairs of that Place; yet, 
takes not theleaftNoticeof the Fable which *Ari/iotle 
tells us he fpoke in Behalf of a famous Demagogiie 
there, when he was impeached for embezzling rtie 
public Money ; nor does he indeed give us the leaft 
Hint of fuch a Circumftancc. An ingenious Man 
might have laid together all the Materials of this Kind 
that are to be found in good old Authors, and, by the 
Help of a bright Invention, connected and wrrked 
them up with Succefs : we might have fwallowed fuch 
an Impofition well enough, becaufe we (hould not have 
known how to contradifi it : But in Planudts'% Cafe> 
the Impofture is doubly difcovered; firft, as he has 
the unqueftioned Authority of Antiquity againfthim ; 
fecondly, (and if the other did not condemn him J as 
he has introduced the witty, difcree^, judicious A(fop^ 
quibbling in a Strain of low Monaflic Waggery, and 
as archly dull as a Mountebank's Jefter. 

That there Avas a Life of JTfop^ either written or 
traditionary^ before AriftotWs Time, is pretty plain y 

* Arifi. Rhei. Lib. 2. Cap. 2U 

and 
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4nd that there was fomelhing of that Eiod extant in 
Auguftu;^% Hci^n^ is, I think, as uudoubted ; fince 
Phadrus mentions many Tranfa&ions of his, during 
bis Abode at Athens. But it is as certain, thai Plants 
des met with nothing of this Kind ; or, at ieaft, that he 
met not with the Accounts with which they were fur- 
nifhed, becaufe of the Omiffions before* mentioned; 
and confequently with none fo authentic and good. Ha 
feems to have thrown together fome merry Conceits 
which occurred to him in the Courfe of his Reading, 
fuch as he thought were -worthy of A'fopy and vciy 
confidently obtrudes them upon us for his. But, when 
at laft he brings him to Delphos (where he was put to 
Death by being thrown down from a Precipice) that 
the 2>e//7A£tznj might have fome Colour of Judice for 
what they intended to do, he favours them with the 
fame Stratagem which Jofeph made ufe of to bring 
back his Brother jS^/{;amm; they clandeftinely convey 
a Cup into his Baggage, overtake him upon the Road, 
after a drift Search find him guilty ; upon that Pre- 
tence carry him back to the City, condemn and exe* 
cute htm. 

As I would neither impofe upon others, nor be im« 
pofedupon, I cannot, as fome have done, let fuch Stutf 
as this pafs for the Life of thereat Afjop. Planudes 
has little Authority for any Thing he has delivered 
concerning him ; nay, as far as I can fiiui, his whole 
Account, from the Beginning to the End, is mere In- 
vention, excepting fome few Circumftances ; fuch as 
the Place of his Birth, and of his Death ; for in refped: 
of the Time in which he lived, he has blundered egre* 
giouily, by mentioning fome Incidents as contempo- 
rary with ^fiopj which were far enough from being fo. 
Xanthtis, his fuppofed Matter, puts his Wife into a 
Pailion, by bringmg fuch a Piece of Deformity into 
ker Houfe^ as our Author is defcj^ibed to be. Upon 

this 
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lti\s, the Matter rqiroaches the Sla?e for not uttering 
ibmetbing witty j^^ at a Time that feemed to require it 
fb much : And then jEfop comes out, (lap dafli, with a 
iatudealRefiefiion upon Women, takenfrom Awr^zV^^, 
the £amous Greek Traffediam Now Euripides hap- 
pened not to be born till about fourfcore Years after 
./Syip's Death r What Credit therefore can begiven 
to any Thing Planudes fays of him ? 

As to the Place of his Birth, I will aHow^ with the 
Generality of thofe who have writtfen about him, that 
k might have been fome Town in Phrygia Major. 
/it^cia7^ call shim PiLc^wwi h ^^^ : In Phadrus he is ftyled 
Phiyx jEfopiis; and A. Gelltusyvnakmg mention of 
him, faySy^F/opiis illc^e Phrygia^Fabulator. That he 
was alfo by Condition a Slave, we may conclude from 
what Pheedrus f relates of him. But whether at both 
Samos 2Lnd A thefts, he does not particularly mention : 
Though I am inclined to think it was at the latter 
only 5 becaufe he often fpeaks of him as living at that 
Place ; and never at any other. Which looks as if 
Phadnts believed that he had never lived any where 
elfe. Nor do I fee how he could help being of that 
Opinion, if others of the AncientSy whofe Credit is 
equally good, did 'not carry him into other Places^ 
Ari/iatle introduces him (scs I mentioned before) 
fpeaking in public to the SamianSj upon the Occafion 
of their Demagogue, or Prime Minifter^ being im- 
peached for plunderingthe Commonwe^th : In which 
Oration he makes him infert the Fable % of the Fox 
who was peftered with Flies; and who, upon an 
Hedgehog's offering to drive them away, would not 
confent to it> upon Sufpicion that a new Swarm would 
coitie in theirpoom, and drain him of all the reft of 



t Lib. 2. Fab. 9. & Lib. 3. Fab. 19^ 
I CXCV. of thii CollcdioB. 
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the Blood in bit Body. Which ^fop* applies thus : 
Ye men of Sanios, kt nve hUreat yoii to do as the Fox 
did ; /or this Man having got Money enough^ carv 
have no farther Occajion to rob you ; but if you put 
him to Death J fome needy Perjon will fill his Place^ 
whofe Wants mufl befupplied out of your Pmperty. 

I cannot but think jIifop\99s fomething above the 
Degree of a Slave^ when he made fuch a Figure as aa 
eminent Speaker in the Samian State,- Perhaps he 
might have been in that low Condition in the former 
Part of his Life ; and therefore Phtedrus^ who had* 
been of the fame Rank himfelf, might love to enlarge 
upon thisCircumilance, fince he does not chufe to re-" 
prefcnt him in any higher Sphere. Vnlefs we allo\ir 
him to be § fpeaking in as public a Capacity to the 
AtlienianSy upon the Occafion of Pi/i/ira(us's (eizing, 
their Liberties^ as we have before fuppofed he did ta 
the Saviians. But however^ granting that he was once 
a Slave, we have great Authority that he was after- 
wards notonly free^but in high Veneration and Kfteemr 
with all that knew him; efpecially all that were emi- 
nent for Wifdom and Virtue. Plutarch^ in his Banquet 
of the Seven Wife Men^ among feveral other illuftrious 
Perfons, celebrated for their Wit and Knowledge, in- 
troduces jJifop. And, though in one Place he feems to 
be ridiculed by one of the Company for being of a 
clumfy mongrel Shape, yet in general he is reprefented 
as very courtly and polite in his Behaviour. He ral* 
lies Solon and the! reft, for taking to much Liberty ia 
prefcribing Rules for the Condud of Sovereign Princes ; 
putting them in Mind, that thofe who afpire to be the 
Friends and Counfellors of fueh> lofe that Cbarader,; 
and carry Matters too far when they proceed. to cen- 
fure and find Fault with them. Upon, the Credit of 
Plutarch^ likewife, we fix the Life of JEfop in the 

5PA«rf.Lib.l. Fab.9» 

Time 



Tune of Ormfiu^ Kin§p ofL^iia ; with wHom fie war 
in fach Efieem^ as to oe deputed by him to confult th(^ 
Oracle aiDelphoSj and be lent as his Envoy to Ptrian^ 
der, ]i\ng of Corinth; which was about three Hundred* 
and Twenty Years after the Time in which Horner^ 
lived, and nve Hundred and Fifty before Chrifi, 

Now, though this imaginary Banquet of Plutaixh 
does not carry with it the Weight of a feriousHiftory, 
yet we may take it for granted, that he introduced no- 
thing in his fictitious Scene, which might contradid; 
either the written or traditionary Life of Mfop ; bufc 
rather chofe to make every Thing asree with it. Be 
that as it will, this is the Sum of the Account which we 
have to give of him. Nor, indeed, is it material for us 
to know the little trifling Circumftances of his Life; 
09 whether he lived at Samos or At hens y whether he 
was a Slave or a Freeman, whether handfome or ugly. 
He has lefr us a Legacy in his Writings that will pre- 
fenre his Memory dear and perpetual among us: What 
we have to do, therefore, i* to fhew ourfelves worthy 
of fo valuable a Prefent, and to aft, in all Refpefts, ar 
near as we can to the Will and Intention of the Donor. 
They who are governed by Reafon, need no other- 
Motive than the mere Gooclnefs of a Thing to incite 
tbem to the PraAicc of it. But Men, for the moft 
Part, ^re fo fuperficial in their Enquiries, that they 
lake all upon Truft ; and have no Tafte for anyr^ 
Thing but what is fnpported by the Vogue of others,, 
and which it is inconfiftent with the Fafhion of the 
World not to admire. 

As an Inducement, therefore, toftich as thefe to like 
the Perion and Converfation oiMJoo^ I multaffure them 
that he was held in great Efteem by moft of the great 
Wits of old. There is Irarcean Author amon^ the an- 
cient GreekSj\n\\o mixed anyThing of Morality in hi^ 
Writings, but either quotes or mentions him. Socrates 

i» 



PREFACE. xvir 

it defcribed by * Plato as turning fome of his Fables 
into Verfe ; and that in fome of tbofe ferious Hours 
whiqh he fpent in Prifon, a little before his Death* 
Ari/iophanes not only takes Hints firom him, but men- 
tions him much to his Honour, as one whofe Works 
were, or ought to be read before any other. He 
brings in one Man upbraiding another with Ignorance 
and Illiteratenefs in thefe Words, »/ AUtt^w vivarwo^p 
You hxtve natfo vvach as read Mi&f ; it being, as Suidas 
obferves, a proverbial Kxpreffion* Arijiotle (as you 
have feen) ffieaks of him to his Advantage. Laertius 
tells VLS Demetrius Phalereus wrote a book, intituled 

Aictrtrmas Bc Atcmftitu Aoyup Zvprnfoyal i being a Collefiioil 

of Fables; fo many of which were Aifop*%f or done ia 
his Manner, d7at He thought fit to call the whole by 
his Name. Ennius and Horace have embelli(hed their 
Pbetry with him. Phadrus gives him abundant Ap* 
planfe. And A. Gellius delivers his Opinion of him 
in a Manner too particular to be omitteid. .^Top the 
Phrygian (fays he) the famom Fabldl/t^ kasjtiftiy ae* 
quired a ReptUationfor his Wifdoni; for as to thofit 
Things which are beneficial and adxnfeable/orus to do^ 
he does not diffate ana prefcribe them in that haught%f 
dogmatical Wouj Jo much ufed by fome other Philojo^ 
phers; bu^ drejjesup a Parcel of Ofgreeable entertaining 
Stories^ and oy them conveys ia the Mind the most 
wholefome andjeafonable Doarine, in the most accepts 
able andpleafant Manner, As thatf Fable of hiSy 
for Example J ^ the Lark and her Young Ones, warns 
uSy in the prettied Way imaginable ^ never to lay at^ 
Strefs upon the AJfi/iance of others ^ in regard to any 
4S^(tir which ufe are eurfehes able to manage without 
tnem. Then he proceeds to give us a fine Verfion of 
the Fable kfelf ; and^ having finifhed it, 7 his Fable of 

^fop. 
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JE(6pf fays he, is a LeSure to Us concerning the little 
Reliance we ought to have uponr Friends and Melationsy 
and what now do the grave Books of Philofophers teach 
%LS more^ tkanthatwejkoidddependupon our felves only ; 
and not look at thofe Things which are beyond our 
Reachy as any Concern of ours. 

Thus we fee^ whatever his Perfiwi' was, the Beauties 
of his Mind we»e very charming and engaging^ that 
the mod celebrated among the Ancients were his Ad* 
mirers ; that they fpeal: of him wkb Rapture, and^ 
pay as great a Refpe6l to him, as to any of the othet: 
wile Men who lived in the fame Age. Nor can I 
perceive, from any Author of Antiquity, that he was^ 
£o deformed as the Monk has reprefented him. If he 
had, he imift have been fo mondrovs and fhocking to* 
the Eye, as not only to be a very improper Envoy 
for a ^at Kin^, but fcarce fit to be admitted as a: 
Slave m any private Family. Indeed, from what 
Plutarch hints of him, I|fufped hehad foinething par- 
ticular in his Mien, but rather Odd than Ugly^ and 
more apt to excite Mirth thanDifguft, in thpfe that 
converted with him. Perhajps fddiething humorous 
difplayed itfelf in his Countenance as well as his 
Writings; and it might be'upon Accoiintof both,, 
that he got. the Name of rix«Ti«-«»«? as Lucifln calls 
him, and his Works that of tfKt^ta. However, we 
will go a middle Way; and without infixing upon, 
his Beauty, or giving mtO' his Deformity^ allow him 
to have a made a merry comical Figure ; at leafl as^ 
handfome as Socrates; but at the lame Time con- 
clude, that this Particularity in the frame of hi^. 
Body was fo far from being of any JDiifadvantage to 
him, that it cave a mirthful Caft to every Thing 
he faid, and added a Kind of Poignancy to; his Con- 
verfation. 

We have feen what Opinion the Ancients* had 6f 
«ur Author, and his Writings. Now, as to the 

Manner: 
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Manner of conveying Inflruftion by FaWes in ge- 
neral, though many gogd Vouchers of Antiquity wf- 
ficiently recommend kj, yet, to avoid tiring the 
Reader's Patience, I fliall wave all Quotations from 
thence, and lay before hihj the Teltimony of a Mo- 
dern; whofe Authority, in Point of Judgment, and 
confcquently in the prefent Cafe, may be as readily 
acknowledged as that of any Ancient of themf 
alK t Fables^ fays Mr. Addifon, luere the firll Pieces 
of Wit that nwde their Appearance in the Ji'orld ; and 
have beenJiiU highly valued ^ not only^ in Times of the 
greatest Simplicity ^ but among the rmyfi polite Ages of 
Mankind. Jotham'5 Fable of the Trees is the oldest 
that k extant^ and as beautiful as any which have been 
madejince that Time, Nathan'^ Fable of the poor 
Man and his^ Lanvb, is Ukewife more ancient than any 
thai is extant^ bejides the aboroe-mentioned^ and had Jo 
good an EffeBy as to convey InflruBion to tlie Ear of a 
King, without offending it ^ and to bring the Man after 
God^s awn Heart to a right Senfe of his Guilt, and his 
Duty, We find JEfop in the m^ft dijiant Ages of 
Greece. Ana, if we look intothe very Beginning of the 
Commonwealth 0/ Rome, we fee a Muiiny among the 
common People appeafodbythe Fable qf^ tneBelly and 
the Limbs; which was indeedvery proper to gain the 
Attention of an incenfed Rabble^ at a Time^ when^ 
perhaps^' they woutd have tomt0 Pieces- any Man who 
had preaclied the fame Doctrine to thenv, in an open 
and direB Manner^ As Fables took their Birth in the 
very Infancy of Learnings they neverjUntriJlied more 
than when Learning was at its greatefl Height. To 
jttftify this AJfertiony IJhallput my Bead^r in Mind 
of Horace, the greateft Wit and Critic in the Au- 
guftaa Age; and of Botleau, the mofi correB Poet 
among the Modems ;■ not to mention La Fontaine, wha, 
by thiM Way of Writing, is come more into Fogue than 
4iny other Author of owr Times. After this, he pro-* 
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ceeds to give fotne Acccmnt of that Kind of Fable, m 
vbich the Paffions, and other imaginary Beings, are 
ASors; and concludes with. a mod beautiful one of 
that Sort, of his own contriving. In another Place, he 

fives us a Tranflation from Homer of that inimitable 
able comprifed in the Interview betwixt Jupiter and 
Juno^ when the latter made ufe of the Girdle of Venus 
to recal the AffeAion of her Hufband; a Piece never 
fufBciently to be recommended to the Pcrufal of fuch 
of the FairSex as are ambitiousof acquitting themfelve* 
faandfomely in Point of conjugal Complacence. But I 
tnxxQ. not omit the excellent Preface, by which the 
Fable is introduced. ^ Reading is to the Mind^ fava 
ht^what Exercife is to the Body : Asbytheoney Health 
is preferved, Jirengthenedy and invigorated ; by the 
eineTj Virtue (which is the Health of the Mind J is 
kept alivey cherijked^ and confirmed. But, as Exercife 
becomes tedious and pair^ui when we make Ufe of it 
only as the Means of Healthy jh Readingis too apt to grow 
wieafy and burthenfomcy when we apply ourjelves to it 
only for our Impraoement in Virtue. For this Reafm^ 
the Virtue which we gatehrfrom a Fable or an Alh^ 
gory J is like the Health we get by Hunting y as we are 
engaged in an agreeable Purfuit that draws us on with 
picture y and makes us infenjible of the Fatigues thai 
accompany it. 

Having given mv Rfeader the Opinion of this great 
Man, who has i^Ken fo much and fo well in Favour 
of the Subject I am concerned in, there is no Room for 
me to enlarge farther upon that Head. His Argument 
demonftrates the Ufefulnefs and Advantage of thi». 
Kind of Writing, beyond Contradiction : It ttiereforc 
only remains that I make fome Apology for troublinff 
the Public with a new Edition,, of what they have had 
& often, and in fo maxiydifferent Forms already. 

Nothinfif of this Nature has been done, fince Ztf- 
sirange'^iimcp. worth mentioning; and we had no* 
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61111C 1>efi»re, l>ut "what (u he f obfervet) wts fo tTt. 
Jipidandfiatin the Moral , and fo coarfe and uncouth 
in the Style and DiBion^ that they were rather dan^ 
:germis thanpixifitable, as to the Purpofe for which they 
jwcrejprmc^alfy intended: and likely to do/orfy Titnes 
iftwre Harm toon Good. I (hall therefore 6nly ob- 
ferve to my Reader, the Infufficiency of Lestrange*% 
own Performance as to the Purpofe for which he pro- 
fefles t0 iiave principally intended it; with fome other 
Ctircumftances, which will help to ei^cufe, if not juftify, 
what I have onterprized upon the fame Siibje£^. 

Npw the Purpofe for which he principally intended 
iiis Book, as in his Preface he expends a great many 
^Words to inform us, was for the U fe and Inilru&ion 
of Children; who, being, as it were, mere blank 
Paper, are ready indifferently for any Opinion ^ good or 
bad J taking aU:ipon Credit ^ and that it is in the Ptrwer 
f4)f the frst Coiner to write Saint or Devil upon them, 
which he pleafes. This being truly and certainly the 
'Cafe, what poor Devils vjrovAd Lest range make of thofe 
Children, who ihould be fo unfortunate as to read his 
Book, and imbibe his pernicious Principles ! Prin- 
ciples coined and fuited to promote the Growth, and 
ferve the Ends, of Popery and arbitrary Power, Tho* 
we had never been told he was a Fenfioner to a Popifli 
Prince, and that he himfelf profeffed theiame Rdigion, 

?et his Refle£i:ions upon j^/op would difcover it to us : 
n every political Touch, he fhews himfelf to be the 
Tool and Hireling nf the Popifti Fadion; fi nee even 
a Slave, without fome mercenary View, would not 
bring Arguments to juftify Slavery, nor endeavour to 
tellablifh Arbitrary Power upon the Bafis of Right 
Reafon. What Sort of Children therefore ate the 
Blank Paper^ upon which fuch Morality as this ought 
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to be written ? Not the Children of Brituin^ I hope, 
for they are bom with free Blood in their Veins, and 
fuck in Liberty with their v«ry Milk. This they 
fhould be taught to love and cherifti above all Things, 

. and, upon Occaiion, to defend and vindicate it ; as it 
is the Glory of their Country, the greateft Blefling of 
their Lives, and the peculiar happy Privil^e in which 
they excel all the World befides. Let therefore th€ 
Children of Italy ^ France^ Spain, and the reft of the 
Popifli Countries furnifli him with Blank Paper for 
Principles, of which free-born Britons zro. not capable. 
The earlier fuch Notions are inflilled in fuch Minds as 
theirs indeed, the better it will be for them, as it will 
keep them from thinking of any other than the abjeft, 
fervile Condition to which they are born. But let the 
Minds of our Britifli Youth be for ever educated and 
improved in that Spirit of Truth and Liberty, for the 
Support of which their Anceftors have often bravely 
exhaufted fo much Blood and Treafure'. 

Had any Thing tending to debafe and inflave the 
Minds of Men been implied, either in the Fables or 
Morals of MJop^ upon which Lejirange was to make 
juft and fair Reflections, he might have pleaded that 
for an Excufe. But ^Jopy though it was his own 
accidental Misfortune to be a Slave, yet pafled the 
Time of his Servitude among the free States of Greece^ 
where he faw the high Eftcem in which Liberty was 
held, and poffibly learned to value it ac<:ordingIy. He 
has not one Fable, or fo much as a Hint, to favour 
Leftrange*^ loiln nations'; but on the contrary, takes 

. Jill Occs^ons to recommend a Love for Liberty, and 
an Abhorrence of Tyranny, and all arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings. Yet Lejirange (though in the Preface to 
his Second Part, he ufes thefe Words : / have con- 

Julted the heft Authorities I could meet xvithal, in the 
Choice of the ColleSion, without draining any Thin^-, 

all 
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rkll this while, beyond theJlnSe/i Equity of a fair and 
an imkocent Meani^tg) notorioufly perverts both the 
Senfe and Meaning of feveral Fables; particularly 
'Vi'hen any political Inftrudion is couched in the Appii- 
:Cation. For Example, iix the famous Fable of Tlie 
Dog and the Wolf, After a long, tedious, amufins Re- 
flei^ion, without one Word to the Purpofe, he tells us 
at laft. That the Freedom which iEfop is Jo tender of 
here J is to be underjiood of the Freedom of tlie Miiid, 
No Body ever underftood it fo, I dare fay, that knew 
what the other Freedom was. As for what he men- 
tions, it is not in the Power of the greateft Tyrant 
that lives, to deprive us of it. If the Wolf was only 
fenfible how fweet the Freedom of Mind was, and had 
no Concern for the Liberty of his Perfon, he might 
have ventured to have gone with the Dog well enough ; 
but then he would have faved Leftrange the fpoifing 
of one of the heft Fables in the whole Colleftion. 
However, this may ferve as a Pattern for that Gentle- 
man's Candor and Ingenuity in the Manner of draw- 
ing his RefleAions. ^Jop oreathed Liberty in a poli- 
tical Senfe, whenever he thought fit to hint any Thing 
about that happy State. And Ph<edrus, whofe hard 
Lot it was once to have been adomefticSlave, had yet 
fo great a Veneration for the Liberty I am fpeaking of, 
that he made no Scruple to write in Favour of it, even 
under the Ufurpation of a Tyrant, and at a Time when 
the once glorious free People of Rome had nothing but 
the Form and Shadow of their ancient Conftitution 
left. • This he did particularly in the Fable of The 
Frogs de firing a * King ; as I have obferved in the 
Application to it. After which I leave it to the Deci- 
fion of any indifferent Perfon, whether Leftrange^ in 
the Tenor of his Refleftions, has proceeded without 
Jiraining mqft Things , in Point of PoViiicSf beyond 
IhtJfriSiest Fjziity of a fair atid an innocent Meaning, 
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Whether I have mended the Faults I find with 
him, in this or any other Refped:, I muft leave to 
the Judgni^ent of the Reader ; profefling * (according 
to the Principle on which the following Applications 
are built) that I am a Lover of Liberty and Truth ; 
an Enemy to Tyranny, either in Church or State | 
and one who detefls Party Animofities, and fa6lious 
DivifionSy as much as I'wifh the Peace and Profperiky 
of my Coimtry. 
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FAB. I. The Cock and the Jewel. 
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BRISK yoing Cock n Company i ih two 
or ihrci. Futlcls h a M ftrtfles rak ng i pon 



Dungh II for fomelh ng to ent rta n thcin w ih, 
happened to fcratch up a Jcuel le k ew what 
ilwas well enough, for it fparklcd witb an exceeding 
bright LuClrc ; but, not knowing what to do with it, 
endeavoured to cover his Ignorance under a gav (Jon- 
Mmpt, So, Shrugging \\\i his Wings, fhaktnc h\« 
HeacI, and pvlting oa a Grimace, be expi^eA xv^'ov- - 



2 JESOFs FABLE& 

felF to tliis Piirpofe4 Indeed, you are a very i 
Things but J know not any Bufinefs you have he 
I make no Scruple of declaring that my Tafte 1 
^uite another Way^ and I had rather have one Gr 
of dear tieHcious Barley, than all the Jewds under i 
Sun. 

The APPLICATION. 

There arc fcveral People in the World, that paf», w 
feme, for wcll-accompliflied Gentlemen, and very pre 
fellows, though they are as grcft Stranjjers to the tl 
Ufes of Virtue and Knowledge, as the Cock upon 
Dunghill is to the real Value of the JeweL lie pallia 
liis Ignorance, by pretending that his tafte lies anotl 
Way: But whatever gallant Airs People may give the 
felves upon thcfe Occafions, without Difpute, the fo 
Advantages of Virtue, and the durable Pleafures of Lea: 
jng, are as much to be preferred before other Objedhi 
^he Senfcs^as the finell brilliant Diamond ig above a Bi 
•ley -Corn, Tl>e greatest lHockhe2,ds wpuldappear to i 
^erftand, what at tin; fame time they affed to dcfpife: a 
jiobody yet was ever fo vicious, as to have the Impudei 
to declare in public, that Virtue was not a line Thing. 

But flill, among the idle, fauntering young Fellows 
the Age» who have Ix-ifure, as well to cultivate and i 
prove the Faculties of the. Mind, as to firefs and embell 
the Body4 how many are there, who fpend their Days 
araking after new Scenes of Dcbajuchcry, inComparifgn 
thofe few who know how to TeUfn more i-eafonable Knti 
tainments ! Honeft, undefigning good Senfe is fo i 
fafliionable, that he mull be a bold Man, who at t 
Tlimc uf Day attempts to bring it into Eftcem. 

How difajxp. intcd is the Youth, who, in the Midft 
Y\% amoTous Purfuits, endi-avouring to plunder an Ourli 
#f Bloom and Beauty, finds a Treasure of impenctral 
Virtue concealed with iu ! And why may it not be fa 
liow delighted are the Fair Sex, when, from among a Croi 
^f empty, frolic, conceit<»d A-d mi re rs, they find out a 
<Uftingui(h with their good Opinion, a Man of Senfe, w: 
• pl^n, unaietted Ferfon, which, at firft %bt^ they < 

¥A 
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FAB. II. The Wolf find the Lamb. 




f%NE hot, fiil-ry DiY, a Wolf an 1 a Lamb hap- 
^-^ pencd to come, |uli at the fame Time, to quench 
their ThirfL in the Stream of a clear Silver Brook, 
that ran iiimlihng down the Side of a rocky Moim- 
laid. The Wolf flood upon the higher Ground; 
and the Lamb at fnmc Dillance from him down the 
Current. However, the Wolf, having a Mind to 
pick a Cliiarrei with him, a(ked him. What he meant 
by diflmbin^ t!ic Water, and making it fo muddy 
that lie einild not drink; and, at the fame Time, de- 
manded SatisfaQion. The Lamb, frightened at this 
threaieniti^ Charge, told him, in a Tone, as mild as 
pnilible, That, with humble Siibmiffion, he could not 
wmceive how that coiikt be; finco the Water which 
lie drank ran down from the Wolf to him, and 
therefore it could not be difturbed fo far np the 
Stream, Be that aa'it will, rcpliesth'e Wolfi ^'ou 
1 are a Rafca}^ and I Jiave been lo\d t.h3L\. ■^'ou \,t^4\KA 
r , B a «* 
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«ne with ill Language behind my Back, about half a 
Year ago. Upon my Word, fays the Lamb, the 
Time you mention was before f was born. The 
Wolf, finding it to no Piirpofcto argue any longer 
agaittft Truth, fell iirto a great PaflRon, fnarling and 
foaming at the Mouthy as if he had been mad; and 
dra\ytng nearer to the Lamb, Sirrah, fays he, if it 
was .not you, it was your Father, and that's all one. 
—So he seized the poor, innocent, helplefs Thing, 
lore it to Pieces, and made a Meal .of tt« 

The APPLICATION, 

The Thing 'w^htcii is pointed at in this Fable i« fo ob- 
•vious, that it will be impertinent to multiply Words about 
it. When a cruel, ill-natured Man has a Mind to abufe 
one inferior to kimfolf, either in Power ot Courage, 
though he has not given the leaft Occafion for it, ho^v 
•docs he refcmble the Woin whofe envious, rapacious 
Temper could not bear to 'fee Innocence live quietly in , 
its Neighbourhood. In fliort, wherever ill People are m 
Power, Innocence and Integrity are fure to be perfe- 
cuted ; the niore vicious the Community is, the better 
Countenance they have for their own villainous Meafures: 
To pradife Honefty, in bad Times, is beii^ liable to Suf- 
picion enough ; but if any one fhould dare to prefcribe it, it 
is ten to one but he would be impeached of high Crimes 
and Mifdemeanors: For, to ftand up for Jufiice in a de- 
generate and corrupt State, is tacitly to upbraid the Go- 
vernment; and feldora fails of pulling down Vengeance 
upon the Head of him that oflcrs to ftir in its Defence. 
Where Cruelty and Malice are in Combination with Power, 
nothing is fo eafy as for them to find a Pretence to 
tyrannize over Innocence, and exercife all Manner of 
lDJuftice« 
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.ESOP'i FABLES. 
FAB. III. The Frogs (h/Iriitg a King. 




THE Frogs, living an tinfy free Life, every where 
among ihe Lakes and Ponds, afllmbled together, 
one Day, in 3 very tumitltitons Manner, and peti- 
tioned JupifiT to !ft them have a King, who inight 
inrpei^i their Morals, and make ihcm live a little 
honeftcr. Jupiter, being at that Time in pretty 
good Humour, was ple:ifed to faugh heartily at iheir 
ndiculous Riqucft; and tllrowine a little Log down 
into the Piml, C7ied, There is a King for yon ! The 
fiidden Spladi which this made by its Fall into the 
Watery at firft terrified them fo' exceedingly, that 
they were afraid to come near it. But in a little 
,Time, feeing it fay (lill wiihont moving, they ven- 
tured, by Degrees, to approach it; and at laft, find- 
ing there was no Dancer, ihev leapfd upon it; and,, 
m'fliorl, treated it afl familtarlv as they pleafed. But 
not contented uith fo intipid a Kine as this wasv 
I tbey fcni their Deputies tr) pctiboa 3ga\u tot M«.''i\«« 
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Sort of one j for this they neither did nor could rtk* 
Upon that, h« fent them a Stork; who, withoi 
any Ceremony, fell devouring and eating them u| 
one after another, as faft as he could. Then the 
apptied thenafelves privately to Mercury y and got hii 
to fpeak to Jupiter m their Behalf, Thai he would I 
fo good as to blefs them again with another King, < 
reftore tbem to their former State : — No, fays he, (in< 
it was iheir o\vn Choice, let the obftinate VVretch< 
fuS'ei ttie punilhment due to their Folly, 

The APPLICATION. 

It is pretty extraordinary to find a Fable of this Kin 
fiirilhed with fo bold and yet polite a T«iim by Pktedrui 
O.QQf who attained his Freedimi by the FavotKi of Augufiu 
anil wrote it in the lime of Ttknim; who were, fucce 
fively, tyrannical Ufurpers of the Roman Govcrnmer 
If we may tak« his Word for it, ^fop fpoke it upoH th 
Occafion. When the Commonwealth of Athtns f)oun(hi 
under good wholefome Laws of its own ena<^ing, th< 
relied fo much upon the Security of their Liberty, th 
they negligently fuft'ered it to run out into Licentioufnel 
And Fadions happening to be fomented among them 1 
defigning People, much about the fame Time, Pi/tfirat 
took that Opportunity to make himfelf M after of the 
Citadel and Liberties botli together. The Athenians Him 
ing themfelves in a State of Slavery, tho' their Tyra; 
happened to be a very merciful one,, yet could not bei 
the Thoughts of it ; fo that Jdjop, where there was no R 
mcdy, prefcribes them to Patience by the Example of tl 
foiegoing Fable ; and adds, at laft. Wherefore, my dej 
Countrymen, be contented with your prefent Condition^ bi 
:Mfiiis^ for fear a Change fhould be uorfe. 
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FAB. IV. The vain Jack Daw. 




A Certain Jack-Diiw was fo prtwd anti amiittious, 
^* that, not CdtittMilcd to live within hia own Sphere, 
he picked np tliu FcalV.ers which fell from the Pea- 
cocks, ftuck ihern in amon^ his o«n, and vitv con- 
fidentlv introdncod hinifelf into nil Aflcmbly of thofe 
beantifiiT Birds. Thev foon found him out, flripptd 
him of his horn>we<! Plumes, and falling upon him 
with their fliarp Bills, puniflicd him as his Prc- 
fiimiition (Icfcrvfd. Upon this, full of Grief and 
Afflirtlon, he returned to Ins old Companions, and 
would have fioctcd with them again ; but they, know- 
ing his lute Life and Convcrfalion, indudrini.fly 
avoided him, and refnfed to admit him into their Com- 
pany ; And one of thcin, at the fami; Time, gave him 
this fe ri on s Reproof. If, Friend, von coiitd have been 
contented wiih your Station, and had not difdained 
theltmk in which N ilurr had placed you, you had 
not lieen ufed fo fcnrvilv bv thofe upon whom yoii 
intruded yonrfelf, nor fnlfcrbd the notorious Slight 
I Muhichweuow think otirfdvcs^bliced to TtuVuwmNt^^. 
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TU APPLICATION. 

Vhit we may learn from this Pabic is, in the main, t» 
Uve CoBlenteilty in our own Condiiion, whatever it be, 
without aflfcehng lo look bigger ihan »e are, liy a falfc ur 
boEfowcd Ugbt. To te barely pleafod willi a|;prariiig 
above what a Man really is, is bad cnoun;h; aiid what 
may .jullly render hini conti'niptibte in thp Lyci of liji ' 
Equals: But if, ttt enable him to do tluE with fonicthing 
of ft better (irace, he has clandcftincly feathered his Neft 
with his Neijfhbuur's C'oodj, when found out, he has no- 
thing to expect but to be dripped of his plunder, and ufed 
like a felonious Itugue into the Bai^ii. 

FA6 V. 2S* Efeg and the Shadow. 




A DOG, crofljne a Ktlle Rivulet, with a Piece of 
Fleftiin hia^Moiuh, favf hia own Shadow re- ."'j 
prcrenti'd in the clear Mirror of the IfmpK^ Stream ; . 
and believtng it to be anmher Dog,, who was carry- 
ing another Piece of Flcrti, he cniild not forbear 
catcliittg at it^ but was To far from getling aov 
Thin^ . 
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Thing by his greedy Defign, that he dropt the Piece 
fee bad iir his Moutn, which immediately funk. to ther 
Bottom^ and was irrecoverably loii. 

The APPLICATION. 

He th^t catches at more than belongs to him, juilly de- 
(ervcs to h)le what he has. Yet notliiiig is more common/, 
and, at the fame lime^ more pernicious, than this felfifii 
Principle.- It prevails,, irom ttie King to the Peafant; 
and all Orders and Degrees ot Men are, more or lefs, in* 
te^ed with it. Great Monarchs have been drawn in, by 
this greedy Humour, to grafp al the* Dominions^ of. their 
Neighbours; not that they wanted any Thing: more to- 
feed tlieir Luxury, but to gratity liioir inlatiablo^Appe-- 
tke for Vain-Glory^ If- the Kings It* iVr/?a. could have 
been contented with their own vail 'IVrritories, . they had 
not loft,ail Jjia-Un' the fake ofa httle it-'tty Stateof Greece. 
And Ftooce, witii all its Glory, has, one now, becii reduced 
to the lail F.xtremity, by. the fame unJL\ll Encroachments. . 

He that thinks he iVes another's Elhile in a Pack of 
Cards, or a Box and Dice,. and veutares his own in the 
Furfuit of it, fhould not repine if he iinds himfelf a 
beggar in tiic End., 



I. 
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FAB. VI. The Lion and other Beafts 




THE Lion, add feveral other Beafts, entered into- 
an alliaDce, ofTcnfive, and defcnfive, and were to 
live very fociably together in the Foreft ;. one Day^ 
having madt a fort of an iilxcurRon, by way of 
Hunting, they took a very fine, kirge, fat Deer, 
which was divided into four Farts > there happening* 
to be then prefent his Majefly the Lion, and only 
three others. After theDivvlion was made, and the 
Parts were fct out, his Majefly advancing forward 
fcme Steps, and pointing to one of tht SJiarcs, was 
pleafed to declare himfetf after the following Man- 
ner : This I feize and take polTeOion of as my 
Right, which devolves to me, as I am defcended 
hy a true, lineal, hereditarj' Succeflion, from the 
Koyal Family of Lion : That (pointing to- the fe- 
cond) I cla'^ni by, I think, no utueafooahle De- 
mand j conlidering that alt the £ng^ements yoa 
havs with the Enemy turn chiefly upon my Cou-i 
rage 
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rage and Condu6t: And you very well know,, that 
Wars are too expenfive to be carried on without 
proper Supplies. Then (nodding his Head towards 
the Third) That I (hall take by Virtue of my Pre- 
rogative ; to which, I make no Queftinn but fo du- 
timl and loyal a People will pay all the Deference and 
Regard that I can dciire. Now, as for the remaining 
Part, the Neceffity of our prefent affairs is fo very 
urgent, our Stock fo low, and our Credit fo impaired 
and weakened, that I mutt infitt upon your granting 
That without any Hcfitation or Demur y ana hereof 
fail not at .your Peril. 

The APPLICATION. 

No Alliance is fafe which is made with thofe that are 
fuperior to us in Power. Tho* thvy lay themfolvcs under 
the moil (bridt and folenin Ties at the Opening of the 
Congrefs, yet the firft advantageous Opportunity will 
tempt them to break the Treaty; and they will never 
want fpecioiLs pretences to furnilh out their Declarations 
of War. It is mit cafy to determine, whether it is more 
itupid and ridiculous for a Community, to truft itlelf 
£rft in the Hands of thofe that are more powerful than* 
themfelves, or to wonder afterwards that their Confidence 
1^ Credulity arc abufed^.and their Properties invaded.. 
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FAB VII ■ T/e Wolf and l/ieCrzne 




A WOLF a e de ng h P" y hjpp n d 
to ha*e a Bone (Ink m hi* Thfoat, wfitch 
gave him fo much Pa n,. that he went howling up 
and down, and inipnrtunifM; every CreEfture he met^ 
lolend himakiiul l^nixl iii <mJer to his^rlief ; iiaj^ 
he promifed a reafonable Reward to anyone that (houVd 
nndertake the Gperaimn with Siiccefs. At laft the- 
Crane, tempted with the Lucre of the Reward, and- 
having firft procun-d him to confirm his Promife with- 
an Oath, underteotc the Biilinel«, and ventured his- 
long Neck into the rapacioaa- Felon's Throat. Irv 
fliort, he piucked out the Bone, and expefied the pro- 
mired Gratuity. When the Wolf,, turning his Eyes- 
difdainfuHv towards him, Taid, F did not think you- 
had been fo u neon fcio nab le ; I had your Head in my 
Month, and coiifd have bit it off whenever I pteafecl, 
-but fiiSered you to take it away without any Damage, 
.Mtdyeiyou are not contenttd ! { 
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The APPLICATION. 

There iiafoi-t uf Psupjciti the Wurltl, to whom-a-Man 
may be ill the wron^ lur doing Services, upon a double 
Sl-oic f tiril, bcciiulb lliej ncvur diTLTvL-d tl have a good 
Oliice done lUeni; mid ftcoudly, becaurc, when otico 
engaged, 'tit fw liard a Matter to gut vieti rid uf their 
Acquaintance, 

I'his Fiiblc it not an F^ainple or [ngratitucic, as at lirll 
Siglitit Vucms to be, and m fume of tho.Xlylhologills have 
uiidertlood it ; to make it a Fuvulkl in tlint Cafi', tbu Crane 
ouglit to bavo bpen under fame Diiltcullics in his Turn, 
«iid the VVdil' have re/ufed to affill hiru «lieii it was in bb 
Power. 'Ihe whale Slrefs of it lies in this, I hat we ought 
(o conliiler whirt Kind of People Ihuy mo to whom we are 
■lefirrd to il<) good Ulliecs, betf>r« we dii ifii-in ; for lie that 
grants a f'avour,ui- even contiJiv ina Pi-rfonof no Honour, 
inllead of finding his Account iu it, comes ott well if he ia 
no Sufferer. 

FAB,VIir. Tfte Stag leaking info the Water. 




A STAG that had been drmkii^ at a clear 

■**■ Sprine, faw himfelf in the Water , and, pleafed 

I wiib tbeProfped, ilood afterwatds fot fcmt'^vwt. 
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contemplating and fnrveying his Shape and Fea- 
tures, from Head to Foot, Ah ! fays he, what^ glo- 
rious pair of branching Horns are there ! how grace- 
fully do thofe Antlers hang over my Forehead, and 
give an agreeable Turn to my whole Face ! If fome 
other parts of my body were but proportionable ta 
them, I would turw my Back to nobody ; but I have 
a Set of fuch Legs, as really makes me afhamed to 
fee them. Peo|>le may talk what they pleafe of their 
ConveniencieSy arjd what great Need we (land in 
of themy upon feveral Occanons; but for my Part, 
I find them fo very (Tender and uftfightly, that I had 
as lief havfe none at all. While ne was giving him- 
felf tbefe Airs, he was alarmed with the Noife of 
fome Huntfmen and a Pack of Hounds, that had 
been Jtrft laid on upon the Scent, and were making 
towards him. Away he flies in fome Confternation, 
and, bounding nimbly over the Plain, threw Dogs 
and Men at a vaft Di (lance behind him. After 
which, taking a very thick Copfe, he had the Ill- 
fortune to be entangled by his Horns in a Thicket : 
where he was held laft, till the Hounds came in and 
pulled him down. Finding now how it was like to 
go with him, in the Pangs of Death, he is faid to have' 
uttered thefe Words : Unhappy Creature that 'I am ! 
I am too late convinced, that, what I prided myfelf in, 
has been the Caufe of my Undoing ; and what I fo 
much difliked^ was the only Thing that could have 
fayed me. 

-rAe APPLICATION. *> 

Perhaps we cannot apply this better, tflm by fuppof- 
Ing the Fable ^jto be a Parable ; which may be thus ex- 
plained. The^Deer, viewing itfelf in the Water, is. a 
. beautiful young Lsidy at her Looking-glafs. She caouDl 
htlp. betng feniibie of the Charms which lie blooming 
in ^very Feature of ^r Face. She mtfiilens her. Lipe, 
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kinguifhes with her Eyes, atljulb every Lock of Iter Hair 
with the niceft Exa^nefs, gives an agreeable Attitude to 
her whole Body ; and then, with a foft Sigh, fays to her* 
felf. Ah ! how happy might I be in a daily Crowd of Ad- 
mirers, if it were not for the Ccnforioufnefs of the Age ! 
When I view that Face, where Nature, to give her her 
Due, has been liberal enough of Charms, how eafy fhould 
I bo, if it were not for tliat (lender Particular — my I lonour. 
The odious Idea of that comes acrofs all my happy Mo- 
ments, and brings a Mortification with it that damps my 
moft flattering, tender Hopes. Oh ! that there were no 
fuch thing in the World ! In the Midil of thefe Solilo- 
quies, (he is internl^ted by the Voice of her Lover, who 
enters her Chamber iinging a Rigadoon Air ; and, intro- 
ducing his Difcourfe in a familiar eafy Manner, takes Oc- 
caiion to launch out in Praife of her Beauty, fees (he is^ 
pleafedwith it, fnatches her Hand, kides it in aTranfport; 
and in (hort, purfues his Point fo clofc, that (he is not able 
to difengage herfelf from him. But, when the Confequence 
of ftll this approaches, in an Agony of Grief and Shame, 
(he fetches a deep Sigh, and fays. Ah ! how miftaken have 
■ I been ! the Virtue I (lighted might have faved me ; but 
ihe Beauty I prised fo much has been my Undoing. 
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^SOP's FABLES. 
FAB. IX, Tfie Fox mid iht Crow, 




A CROW having taken a Piece of Cheefe out of 
•^^ a Cottage Window, flew up. into 3 high Tree 
with it, in order to eat it. Which a Fox. obicrving, 
came and fat underneath, and began to com {aliment 
the Crow upon iht Subjeil of her Bcanly. I pro- 
teil, fays ho, I never obfervcd it heforc, but your 
Feathers are of a more delicate White than any that' 
ever I faw in my Life ! Ah ! what a fine Shape and' 
^aceful Turn of Body is there ! And [ make no 
Queftion bnt you have a tolerable Voice. If it is 
Rit aa fine as your ComnleAion, I do not know a Bird' 
that can pretend to Hand in Competition with you. 
The Crow, tickled with this very livil Langnage,. 
neftled and riggled 'aWonlr and hardly knew where 
ihe was ; bni, thinking the Fo{ a little dubiotis as to- 
the Particular of her Voice, and having a Mind to . 
fet him right in that Matter, began to (ing, and, ' in 
the fame ItiOant let the Cheele drop out of her Month.. 
TT»i« being what the Fox wanted, he chopped it up in. 
a Moment ; and trotted away, laughing to himfeli at- 
the «iiv Credulity of the Crow. 

- ' TK« 
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The APPLICATION. 

They that love Flattery (as, it is to be feared, too many 
do) are ill a fair Way to repent of their Foible at theiong 
Run. And yet how few are there, among the whole Race 
of Mankind, who may be faid to be full Proof againil its 
Attacks! Thegrofs Way by which it is managed, by fome 
filly Practitioners, is enough to alarm the dulloll Apprehen- 
fion, and make it to value itfelf upon the Quicknefs of its 
Infight into the little Plots of this Nature. But, let the 
Ambufcade be difpofed with due Judgment, and it will 
fcarce fail of feizing the moil guarded Heart. How many 
are tickled to the laft Degree with the Pleafure of Flattery^ 
even while they are applauded for their honefl Deteltation 
of it! There is no Way to baffle the Force of this Eni^ine, 
but by every one's examining impartially for himfelf the 
true Eftimati^ of his own Qualities: If he deals fmeeiiely 
in the Matter, nobody can tell, fo well as himfelf, what 
Pegi^e of Efteem ought to attend any of his Actions ; and. 
therefore he fhould be entirely eaiy, as to the Opinion 
Men are like to have of them in the World. If they at- 
tribute more to him than is his Due, they are either de- 
figning or midaken; if they aUow him lefs, they arc en- 
Tioiis, or pofFibly, ilill midaken; and, in either Cafe, are 
to ife defpifed, or difregarded. For he that flatters with- 
out defi^ning to make Advantage of it, is a Fool: And- 
vhoevcr encourages that Flattery which he has SenAi 
«aoii£h to fee through, is a vain Coxcomb^. 
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^SOP's FABLES. 
FAB. X. The ttoo Bitches. 




A BITCH, who was juft ready to whtlp, entreated 
arjDiher Bitch to lend' her ner Kennel, only tilT 
her Month was up, and affurcrf her that then (lie (liould- 
have it again. The other very readily confenied, and, 
with a great deal of Civility, refitrtied it to her im- 
mediatm'. However, when the Time was elapfed, 
flic canit and inadi.' her a Vifit, and very modelHy in- 
timated, that now (he was up and well, {he hoped ftic 
Ihould fee htr abroad again; for that reallv it would 
be inconvenient for her to be without her Kennel any 
longer, and therefore (lie tojd her (lie mnft he fo free 
as to delire her to provide herfelf with other tiodgings 
»s Toon as (he conld. The lying-in Bitch replied. 
That truly (he was a(hamcd of having J^ept her fo 
long outof hi:r-own Houfc; but it was not upon her 
own Accoiim, (for indeed Ihe wa'i well enough to go.- 
any where] fo much as that of her Puppies, who were 
^et fo weakj that (he was afraid they would not be l 
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able to fdllo'.v her; and, if (he wxuild but be fo good 
as lo k*t her flay a Fortnight lo«)ger, flie would take 
it for the greateft Obligation in the World. The 
other Bitch was fo good-natured and compaflionate 
as lo comply with this Requeft too; but at the Ex- 
piration of the Term, came and told her pofi lively 
that (he muft turn out, for ihe could not poflibly let 
her be there a Day longer. Mu(l turn out — favs the 
other; we will fee that; for I promifo vou, unlefsyoii 
can beat me, and my whole Litter of Whelps, you 
are never like to tuvt; any Thing more to do here. 

The APPLICATION. 

PoiTeffion is eleven Points of the Law ; and thought where 
Equity tiouridics, and Property is duly iecured, the twelfth 
Point, I mean that of Right, is better than the other 
eleven ; yet this Fable may ferve as a very good Leffon of 
Caution to us, never to let any thing we value go out of 
our Pofleffion, without very good Security. Wife and 
good-natured Men «rill give libcraliy and judicioufly 
-what they.can fpare ; but to lend, where there is a Pro- 
bability of oTur being defrauded by the Borrower, is the 
Part of a too eafy and biaineable Credulity. 
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. FAR XI. The Proud Frog. 




AN Ox, grazing m a Meadow, chanced to fet bit 
Foot among a Parcel of young Fn^s, and trod 
one- of them to Death. The reft informed their 
Mother, when (he came Home, what had happened;, 
telling her, that the Beaft which did it was the hugeft 
Creature that they ever (aw in their Lives. What, 
was it fo bic? favs the oid Frog^ HveHingand blowing 
up her fpectlcd Belly to a great Degree. Oh 1 bigger- 
by a vaft deal, fiy they. And fo big? fays (he, 
flraining herfclf yet more. Indeed, Mamma, fay they, 
y" you were to burft vourfelf, vou would never be fo 
big. She Ilrove yet again, and burft herfelf indeed.. 

T/ie APPLICATION. 

Whenever a Man endeai ours to live equal with one of a 
greater Fortune than liiiiifelf, hois furc to lliarealike Fato 
with the I'riig in the Kable. Uow many vaiiv People, of ni»- 
derate cafj ciicuinitajices, buj'Jl and coma to uutfiing, by ^ 
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▼ying with tliofe whofe Eflatcs are more ample than their 
own ! Sir C/tamrcfing Pluinjhck was poflbtfed of a \x?ry con- 
fiderable Eflate, devolved to liini by the Death of an Uncle, 
^ho had adopted him his Heir. He had a falfc '1 afto of 
Ilappinefs ; and, without the leaft CFxonomy, truHiHg to 
the Sufficiency of his vaft Revenue, was refoJved to be out- 
done by nobody in fliewilh Grandeur and expenlive Living. 
He gave five thoufand Pounds for a Piece ol Ground in the 
Country, to fet a Houfe upon ; the Building and Furniture 
of which coil fifty thoufand more; and his Gardens were 
proportionably hiagnificent. Befidcs which, he thought 
' himfelf under a Neceffity of buying out two or three Te- 
nements which (lood in his Neighbourhood, that he might 
have Elbow-room enough. All this he trould very well 
hear, and dill might have been happy, had it not been for 
an unfortunate View which he one Day happened to take 
of my Lord Cajilebmlder*^ Gardens, which confided of 
twenty Acres, whereas his own were not above twelve, 
I'roni that Time he grew pcnfivc; and before the enfu- 
ing Winter gave five-and-thirty Years Purchafe for a 
dozen Acres more, to enlarge his Gardens, built a Couple 
of exorbitant Green-Houfes, and a large Pavilion at the 
farther End of a Terrace-Walk : The bare Repairs and 
Superin tendances of all which, called for the remaining 
Part of his Income. He is mortgaged pretty deep, and 
pays nobody: but being a privileged Perfon, refides al- 
together at a private cheap Lodging in the City of ?r<^?- 
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^SOP's FABLES. 
FAB. XII. Tke Fox mid the Stort. 




THE Fox invited the Storlc to Dinner; an3, being 
difpofcd to divert" himfelf at ihe Expcnce of hia 
Gueft, provided iiothintf"'" the Entertain mcnt, but 
a Soup, ill a wide fhollow Difb, This himfelf could 
lap up wilh agreat deal of Eafe; but the Siork, who 
coutd but juft dip in (he Point of his Bill, was not 
a Bit the better all the while: However, in a few 
Dayfi after, he wturned the Oimptiment, and invited 
the Fox; but fuflered nothing to be brought to Table 
, but fome minced Meal in a Glafs Jar; the Neck 
■of which was fo deep and fo narrow, that, thoufih 
the Stork with his long Bill made a fliift to fill his 
Belly, all that the FiSx, who was very hungry, could 
do, was to lick the Brims, as thi- Stork (labbered them 
with his eating. Reynard was heartily vexed at firfl ; 
but when he came to take his Leave, owned ingenu- 
oufly, that he had been ufed as he deferred ; and that 
he had no Realnn to take any Treatmeat ill, of which 
ijim/df hid Jet the Example. V 
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rAc APPLICATION. 

Itisfnightyimprudciit, Hindi ns inliiiiuansnd uncivil, 
to ttfl'ront any bo<ly ; ami wliocvpr inkos tliu Lilicrty fo cx- 
^ircife ills winy Taii^nt tlmt Way, iiiuft not tl.ink niucli of 
it, if he meets with Uqniruls, imlccil, it all iliofp wiui are 
llius paid in tlicir out) Coin, would take it wiih tliu same 
Frankncfs tilt Fox did, the Ainltcr «oulil not be mucli ; but 
we are too apt, wlien ilu- Jolt cuiiics tn be turned bonie upon 
ourfclves, to think tbat iiirullvrflble in another, which we 
looked upon as pretty and laci'tiuus, when the Humour wu 
our own. '1 be Kule ol doing as we would be done by. To 
toroper to be uur .Model in every Tranfaciion of Life may 
mure puTlicuturly beol Ufc in this llefpeei : Becaule I'eo- 
p!<- feliii.m oi never riTeivc any Advanl-nje by ihele little 
iuilicrou-i linpdfitiona, and yet, it tliey were to afk them- 
tblves the Quefiion, uould find, that another's uung thcia 
in the lan.e Muniier would be very dilpleafing. 

FAB, XIII. T/ie Eagle arid the Fox. 




AN Eagle that had young ones, lookmc out fot 
***■ femetbing to feed them with, happened to C^'j ». 
• Vox's Oib, HaaxUiy baAing itfelf abtoidm'iYiftS.xK^. 
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She made a Stoop, and tmfled it immediately; but 
before (he had carried it quite off, the old Fox com* 
ing Home, implored her, with Tears in hoc Eyes, to 
fpare her Cub, aiid pity the Diftrefs of a poor fond 
Mother, who (hould think no Affliction fo great as 
t<bat of lofihg her Child, The Eagle, whofe neft was 
lip in a very high Tree, thought herfelffecu re enough 
from all Projects of Revenge, and fo bore away the 
Cub to her young ones, without (hewing any Regard 
to the Supplications of the Fox. But that fubtle 
Creature, highly inqenfed at this outrageous Barbarity, 
ran to an Altar, where fome Copntry People had been 
facrificing a Kid in the open Fields, and, catching up 
a Firebrand in her Mouth, made towards the Tree 
where the Eagle's Neft was, with a Refolution of Re- 
venge. She had fcarce afcended the firft Branches, 
when the Eagle, terrified with the approaching Ruin 
of herfelf and Family, begged of the Fvtx to defift, 
and, with much Submiffion, returned her the Cub 
again fafe and found. 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable is a Warning to us not to deal hardly or in* 
jurioufly by any Body. The Confideratfon of our being 
in a high Condition of Life, and thofe we hurt far 
below us, will plead little or no Excufe. for us in this 
Cafe. For there is fcarce a Creature of fo defpicable a 
Hank, but is capable of avenging, itfelf feme Way, and 
«.t fome Time, or other. When great Men happen to h% 
wiglcedy. how little Scruple do they make of opprcffing 
Iheir poor Neighbours! They are perched upon a lofty' 
Station, and have built their Neil on high ; and,f having 
outgrown all Feelings of Humanity, are infenfible of any 
Pangs of Remorfe. Ihe Widow's Tears, the Orphan's 
Cries, and the jCurfes of the Miferable, like Javelins 
thrown by the Hand of a feeble old Man, tall by the 
Way, and never reach their Heart. But let fuch a one, ia 
the Midil of his flagrant Injuiiice, remember, how eafy 
a Matter it is, notwithllanding his fnperior Diftance, for 

the 
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lk«meftiieft Vnffal to be rcvpiigpd of liiin. The Bitterncf* 
rfan Aftliclion, even »!utc Cunning is HKruing, may 
' timnati: the poortft Spirit witli nel'iiluiiims «f Vi-n^euncc ; 
tnd whoti oucc that Fury is tli(irouj;tily auiikcncd, we 
liioff not what (!«■ uill ri'«]iiiic before llie'is lulled to Reft 
liaiii. The moll ptuvcrl'ii! TmmiiIs rniinot preient r ri-- 
f.,lv«l AllailniiLtioii; tlieiv url- ii ih.mfiind aitFciviit Whvi 
fiititiy ]iri\iitc Muri !:> (In the KuilnL-rs, who is heartily 
(iljioled Id it, and willing to rati.^1_\ liis A|ipflile for Itc- 
wngf, at ihe lixpeiite oi his l,ifo. An old n-aniln miiy 
jclupii Firebrand iu ilic I'alaee ol' n I'rinei'.anJ it isinlhc 
Pmiir of 11 ;:oor weuk Foui to dcltroy ibe Cliildrcu of liio 
Highly. 



FAB. XIV. The Boar and lite Ass. 




A Little Sct>iindrcl of an Afs, happening to meet 
^ with a Boar, had a MiotI to be arrh upon him s 
AnJ fo. Brother, fays he, your hiinihle Servant. 
The Boar, fomcwbat nettled at his Familiarity, 
itriftled np to him, and tuld him, he was f'urprifcd io 
pear him utter fo i/iipudciit an UatTa\.\\, aiti^ ■«%« 
. ,■ C -Vifii. 
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{'lift going to fliew his noble Refentment, by giving 
lim a Rip in the Flank ; but, wifely flifling his Paffion, 
he contented himfelf with only faying, Go, you forry 
bead ! I could be amply and eafily revenged of you, 
but I don't care to foul my Tufks with the Blood of 
ib bafe a Creature. 

The APPLICATION. 

Fools are fometimes fo ambitious of being thought 
AVits, that they run great Hazards in attempting to fliew 
tlicmfclves fuch. This is not the firft Afs, who, after a 
liandfomc Rebuke from one fuperior to himfelf, bot|i il 
CoQmge and Merit, has continu^^d his aukward Raillery 
«ven to the laft Degree of Offence. But fuch a dull Crea- 
ture is fo far from raifing himfelf the Icaft Kllecm by his 
ludicrous Vein, that he has very good Luck if he efcapem 
with a whole Skin. Buffoons, like Dwarfs, fliould be 
matched with thofc of their own Level; a Man, in Senfe 
or Stature, would be alhamed to encounter either of 
them. But, notwithllanding all this, and though the 
Boar in the Fable is a very good Example to Men of ge- 
nerous brave Spirits, not to give themfclves up to Paffion, 
nor to be diflempercd with Thoughts of Revenge upon 
the infolent Behaviour of every Afs that offends them, 
becaufe their Hands would be difhonoured by the Tine* 
ture of a bafe Man's Blood; yet, among human Creatures, 
the Corredion of an Afs that would be unfoafonably 
witty, may be performed with Juftnefs and Propriety 
enough, provided it be done with good Humour, The 
Blood of a Coward^ literally fpeaking, would ffain the; 
Charader of a Man of Honour ; when we chadife fuch 
Wretches, it (hould be done, if pyflible, in the utmoil 
Calmnefs of Temper. It takes off' fomething from the 
Reputation of a great Soul, when we fee it is in the Power 
of a Fool to ruffle and unfettle it. 



t 



jEsofs fables. 



FAB. XV. Tite Frogs and thefghHiig Bulls. 




A FROG one Day peep ng ou of he Lake and 
look ng abo t h m law wo Pul a fight ng at 
fonie Diftance off in the Meadow, and, calling to one 
of his Acquaintance, Look, fays he, what drtiadful 
Work is yonder! Z^ear Sirs, what will become of 
us I Whv, pray thee, fays the other, do not frighten 
yowrfelf fo about nothing; how can their Quarrels 
afft-a us? They areof a diH'ercnt Kind and Way of 
I'rvinff, and are at prefent only contending whicu (liall 
be Mrtfter of the Herd. That irlrne, rephcs t'he firft, 
their Quality and Station in Life is, to all Appearance, 
diflerent enough from ours : But, as one of them will 
certainly get the better, be that is worfted, being beat 
out of the Meadow, will take Refuge here in the 
Marihes, and may poffibly tread out the Guts of fome 
of us: So, you fee, we are more nearly concerned in 
#iis Difpute of theirs, than at firft you were aware 

, ' C 8 . TU 
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The APPLICATION. 

This poor timorous Frog had jull Reafon for its Fears 
And Sui'picions; it being hardly poiTible for great People 
to fall out, without invoiving many bclf»w them in the 
fame Fate: Nay, whatever becomes of the former, the 
latter are fui*e to fuffer ; thofe may be only playing the 
pool, while thefe really fmart for it. 

If is of no fmall importance to the honed, quiet Part of 
Mankind, who defire nothing fo much as to fee Peace and 
Virtue flourifli, to enter ferioufly and impartially into 
.the Confidefation of this Point: For, as iignifieant as 
Ike Quarrels of the Great may fometimes be, yet they are 
nothing withowt their cfpoufingand fupporting them, one 
Way or oth6r. Whatis it that occafions Parties, but the 
Ambitk)us or avaricious Spirit of Men in eminent Stations, ^ 
who want to engrofs all Power in their own hJands ? 
Upon this they foment Divifions, and form FadUons, and 
excite Animofities between well-meaning, but undifcern- 
ing People, who little think that the great Aim of their 
Leaders is no more than the Advancement of their own 
private Self-intereft. 'i'he (iood of the Public is always 
pretended upon fuch Occafions, and may fometimes hap- 
pen to be tacked to their own; but then it is purely ac- 
cidental, and never was originally intended. One knows 
not what Remedy to prefcribe againll fo epidemical and 
frequent a Malady, but only that every Man who has 
Senfe enough to difccrn the pitiful private Views that at- 
tend mod of the Diti'erences between the great Ones, in- 
dead of aiding or abetting either Party, would, with an 
honed Courage, heartilj^aud openly oppofc both. 



V 
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FAB. XVr. T/ie Kite and the Pigeons. 




■A KITE, who haJ kept (ailing in the Air for 
■'^ manv Days near a Dove-hniife, and mad^ a 
Stoop at (everal Pigeons, but all to no Parpofe, (for 
they were too ninibic for him) at laft had Recourfe 
to Stratagem, and took his Opportunity one Day to 
make a Declaration to them, in which he fet fortb 
his own jiift and good Intentions, who had nothing^ 
more at Heart than the Defence and Prole£tion of 
the Pigeons in their ancient Rights and Liberties j 
and how concerned he was at their Fi;ar9 and Jea- 
lonfies of a foreign Invafion, efpecially their unjufl: 
and unreafonablc Sufpicions of himfelf, as if he in- 
tended, by Force of Arms, to bieak in upon their 
Confl'ilutibn, and ereti a tyrannical Government 
over them. To prevent all which, and thuroiighly 
to qiiiet their Minds, he thought proper to propofe 
/to them fuch Terms of Alliance and Articles of 
* Peace, as mi^ht for ever cement a good \luitift.4w^- 

^ C a w>% 
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ing betwixt them : The Principal of which was. Thai 
tiiey fhould accept of him for their King, and inveft 
him with all kingly Privilege and Prerogative over 
them. The poor fimple Pigeons confented : The Kite 
took the Coronation Oath after a very folemn Man- 
ner, on his Part, and the Doves, the Oaths of Alle- 
giance and Fidelity, on theirs. But much Time had 
not pafled over their Heads, before the good Kite pre- 
tended that it was Part of his Prerogative to devour 
a Pigeon whenever he pleafed. And this he was not 
contented to do himfeli only, but inftrufted the reft 
of the Royal Family in the fame kingly Arts of Go- 
vernment. The Pigeons, Teduced to this miferable 
Condition, faid, one to the.other. Ah ! we deferve no 
better ! Why , did we let him come in ? 

3Tfe APPLICATION- 

What can this Fable be applied to, but the exceeding 

Blindnefs and Stupidity of that Part of Mankind, who 
wantonly and fooliihly trufl their aative Rights and Liberty 
without good Security ? Who often chufe for Guardians of 
their Lives and Fortunes, Perfons abandoned to the moil 
vnfociabl© Vices; and feldom have any better Excufe for 
fuch an Error in Politics, than, that they were deceived 
in their Expe<5lation ; or never thoroughly knew the Man* 
uers of their King, till he had got them entirely in his 
Power. Which, however, is notorioufly falfe; for many, 
with the Doves in the Fable, are fo filly, that they would 
admit of a Kite, rather than be without a King. The 
*I]|ruth is, we ought hot to incur the Poffibility of being 
deceived in fo important a Matter as this ; an unlimited 
Power fhould not be truded in the Hands of any one, who 
■is not endued with a Ferfedion more than human. 
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FAB. XVII. The Man and his /wo Wives. 




A MAN, in Times when Polygamy was allowed, 
had iwo Wives : One of vVhich, like himfclf, 
hail fecn her ht'ft Days, and was jiift as it were en- 
tering upon the Declivity of Lite ; but thi-, being 
an artful Woman, flu; entirely concealed by her 
Prefs; by which, and fome other eleirant Cinaliiica, 
(lie made a Shift fometiines lo engage her Huiband's 
Heart. The other was a beautiful young Creature 
of Seventeen, whofe Charms, aa yet in the Height 
of bloom, and lecnre of their own Power, had no 
Occafion lo call in any Artifice to their AlHftancfti 
She made the gond Man as h;ippy as he was capable 
of being, but wa!) mil, it feems, completely lb her- 
felf; The grey Hairs, mixed among the Black, irpoa 
her Hufband's Head, gave her fome Uneafinefs, bv 
proclaiming the great Difparity of their Years; 
wherefore, imder Of)loHr nf adjufling and comliwt 
bis Head, (be would ercrv now and ihtu \ia v«\\.(^-. 

C 4 VB-t, 
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ing the filver Hairs with her Nippers; that howevc> 
Matters were, he might ftill have as few vifible Signs 
of an advanced Age as poffible: The Dame, whofe 
Years were nearer to an Equality with his own, 
' efteemed thofe grey Locks as the Honours of his 
'Head, and could have wiflied they had all been fuch ; 
fhe thought it gave him a venerable Look ; at leaft, 
that it made her appear fomething younger than him : 
So that every Time the honeft Man's Head fell into 
her Hands, fte took as much Pains to extirpate the 
black Hairs, as the other had done to demolifti the 
grey. They neither of them knew of the other's 
Defign ; but each continuing her Proje6k with repeated 
Induftry, the poor Man, who thougnt their Defire to 
oblige put them upon this extraordinary OflSciouf- 
nefs in dreffing his Head, found himfelf^ in a (hort 
Time^ without any Hair at all. 

The APPLICATION. 

PltceJruSy whofe Senfe I have generally followed in every 
Fable of which he has made a Verfion, in his Applicatioo 
©f this, irJ a little fevere upon the Ladies ; and tells us, that 
by this Example we may fee, the Men are fure to be Lofer» 
by the Women; as weil when they are the Objedls of their 
Love, as while they lie under their Difpleafurc. ' All that 
I fhall add to what he has fuid, is to obferve, that inany 
Women may unfortunately, out of a pure Eflfeft of Com- 
plaifance, do a thoufand difagreeable Things to their Huf- 
bands. They, whofe Love is tempered with a tolerable 
Share of good Senfe, will be fuve to have no feparate View* 
of their own, nor do any Thing more immediately relating 
to their Huiband, without confulting him firft. In a mar- 
xied State, one Party (hould inform themfelves certainly^ 
and not be guelling and prefuming what will pleafe the 
other; and if a Wife ufes her Huiband like a Friend 
only, the leail fhe can do, is firft to communicate to him 
all the important Enterprifcs fhe undertakes ; and «fpe- 
cially thofe which fhe intends fhould be for his Honour 
and Advantage; 
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FAB. XVIII. Tlie Stag in the Ox-Stall. 




A STAG roiifed out of his thick Covert m the- 
^^ Midfl of the Foreft and driven hird by the 
Hounds made towaids a Farm (loiift ind iecing 
theDonrtf an (Jx Stall opi.n mtcrea Iherciii an3 
hid himftlF uud r i H ap of Straw One tf the 
Oxen turning his Ki ad about afked hiin what he 
meant by venlunnt, hirafelf m fuch a 1 lice as that 
was where he was furt to meet with his Doom' Ah^ 
fays the Stag, t( yo" "'ill hut be fi> good as to favour 
me' with your Cunccahnent, I hope I (liall di> welt 
enough ; I intend to make off anain the firft Opi^or- 
tunity. Well, he ftaid there (ill towards Night; in 
came the Ox Man with a hundfe of Fodder, and 
never faw him. In fliort, all the Servants of the 
Farm came and went, and not a Soul of them ftncit 

/any Thing of the Matter. Nay, the Bailiff himfelf 
came, according to Form, and looked in, but waited 
a.9tiy, im wifet tbaa.the K&.. Upon t^»» \.\k«%v%s, 
C 5 xf^'] 
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redely to jump out of bis Skin for Joy, began to re- 
turn Thinks to the good-natured Ox^n, ppotefting 
that they were the more obligmg Pfeople he had ever 
met with in his Life. After he had done his Com- 
pliments, one of them anfwered him gravely; In- 
deed we defire nothing more than to have it iii our 
Power to contribute to your Efcape; but, there is 
a certain Perlon, you little think of,, wha has a hun- 
dred Eyes ; if he Ihould happen lo come,. I would 
not give this Straw for your Life, In the Interim,. 
Home comes the Mafter himfelf, from a Neigh- 
bour's where he had been invited to Dinner;, and,, 
becaufe he had obferved the Cattle to look butfcur- 
vily of kte, he went up to the Rack, ai>d afked why 
they did not give them more Fodder;: then,, cafting- 
his Eyes downward, . Hcy-dey !: lays he, why fo 
fparing of your Litter? pray fcatter a httle more 
here. And thefe Cobwebs — But I have fpokc fo of- 
ten, that unlefs I da- it myfelf — Thus, as he went 
en, prying into every Thing,, he chanced to look, 
where the Stag's Horns lay (licking out of. the Slraw j; 
lapon which he raifcd a Hue-and-Cry, called all his- 
People about him, killed the poor Stag;, and made a. 
Prize of him ^ 

The APPLICATION. 

The Moral of tli* Fable is,. That nobody looks after »» 
Blan's Affairs fo well aS'he himfelf.. Servants^ being but 
Hirelings,, feldoinhave tlie true lutercll of. their Mailer aX 
Heart, but let Things run on in a negligent conftant Dif?- 
order; and this, generally, not fo much for want of Capa- 
city as nx)nc(ly. Their Fleads are taken up. with the Cul- 
tivation of their own private Intcreft; for the Service and 
Promotion of which, that of their Mailer is podponed, 
and often entirely neglected.. 

Few Families are roducod to Poverty and Diftrefs merely V 
by 'their own Extravagance and Indulgence in Lux irry ; '^ 
7 he iMMitcMJUfHi oi ServADtt fwolis every Article of Ex- 
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pence in domeftic (Economy; nnJ tlic Itelinui< of great 
Men, inAcad of exerting tliiir IiidulUy to coiictuci; as tiir 
as pollibl.' to ihc JncivuK' I'f ilii'ir Malicr's wcitii! , com- 
monly excrcifc uo other Odicc, ttiaii that of Luculis itiitl 
ICatvr^iilars, to cojilutnc unU dut'ourit. 



FAB. XIX. The Dog and (he Wolf. 




A Lean, hungry, h:ilf-(Iarvcd Wiilf, h.Tppcncd^ 
^^ one Mmm-iliiiiv Night, to ntcel wiih a joll-v 
plump, wttt-fecl Mailtfl'; anil, after the fivil Cnni- 
plimenls were pafTfd, fays the Wolf", yon look ex- 
Ircmelv well ; I proiell, I think I never (aw a mc)rc 
gracefiil, comely Perfon; hut liow conu-s it ;iboiil, 
I befecch yoii, that yon fhonltl live fo much belter 
than I ? I may fay, without Vanity, that I venture 
fifty Times more than you do ; and yet I am ahnnll: 
rcatly to ptriih with hunger. The Don aal'wercil 
very bluntly, Why, you may live as well, it" \i>ii 
will do the fame for it that I do. Indeed ! \Vh»t i^ 
ibat? [ays he i Why, faya the Dog» ou\>] V"* ^.w\ 
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the Honfe a-Nights, and keep it from Thiev« 
With all my Heart, replies the Wolf j for at prefer: 
' 1 have but a forry Time of it; and I think to chang 
my hard Lodging in the Woods, where I eiidur 
Rain, Froft, and Snow, for a warm Roof over m 
Head, and a Belly-full of good Victuals, will be n 
bad Bargain. True, fays the Dog 5 therefore yo 
have nothing more to do bat to follow me. Now, a 
they were joggins: on together, the Wolf fpied 
Creafe in the Dog^s Neck, and, .having a flrange Ct 
riofity, could not forbear aflcing him what it meant 
Pugh ! nothing, fays the Dog. Nay, but pray, fay 
the Wolf. Why, fays the Dog, if you muft kno\\ 
I am tied up in the Dav-time, becaufe I am a Fittl 
fierce, for fear I (liould bite People, and am onTy It 
loofe a-Nights. But this is done with Defign t 
make me deep a- Days, more than any Thing elfe, an 
that I may watch the better in the Night-time; foi 
as foon as evertlie Twilight appears, out I am turn 
ed, and may go where I pleafe. Then, my Mafte 
brings me Hates of Bones from the Table with hi 
own Hands > and, whatever Scraps are left by any c 
the Family, all fall to my Shares for you muft kno^ 
I am a Favourite with every Body. So you fee ho\ 
you are to live. — Come, comt3 along; what is th 
Matter with you ? No, replied the Wolf, I beg you 
'Pardon; keep your Happinefs all toy ourfelf. Libert; 
is the Word with me; and 1 would not be a Kinj 
npon the Terms you mention- 



The APPLICATION. 

The loweft Condition of Life, with Freedom attcndin) 
it, is better than the moft exalted Station under a Reilraint 
£jbp and PhctdruSy who had both felt the bitter Effect 
of Slavery, though the latter of them had the goo< 
Fortune to have the mildefl Prince that ever was for hi 
Mailer/ caiiiK>t ibrbear taking all Opportunites to cxpref 

,theij 
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W, fteir great Abhorrenca of Servitud't, and tlieir Pallion 
Se for Libi;rty, upon *ny Terms whatfoever. liidpcd a StUo 
or of Slavery, with whatever IWiiiiug Grandeur and liappi- 
i-V ncfe it may bi; attendcil, is jcl fo precarious a Tiling, lliat 
jc. ke mull want Si;nl'e, Honour, Counigf, and all Manner of 
J. Virtue, who can endure to prefer it in his Clioicc. A Man 
^._ vho has fo little Honour as to b<'ar to be a Slave, when it 
\ it in his Power to prevent or redrcfb it, would make no 

Scruple to cut the Tliroais of his Fellow-CreaiurcB, or to 
■' do any Wickediiel's that the wanton unbridled Will of his 

Ijnnnical Mailer could fuggefl. 



FAB. XX. The Lamb brought up by a Goat. 




A WOLF meeting a Lamb one Day, in Com- 
pany with a Goat, Child, fays he, Vou are mif- 
taken, this is none of your Mother, (he is yonder, 
(pointing to a Flock of Sheep at a Diftance.) It 
may be lo, fays the Lamb; the Peribn that happened 
to conceive me, and afterwards bore me a few Months 
ia her BeUy> becaufe fhe could iwt betp it, sod then 
drogt 
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dropt me, (he did not care where, and left me to the 
wide World, is, I fuppofe, what you call my Mo- 
ther; but I look upon this charitaole Goat as fuchy 
that took Compaflion on me in mv poor, hirlplefs, 
deftitutc Condition, and gave me Suck; fp.iring iC . 
out of the Mouths of her own Kids, rather than I 
fliould want it. But fure, fays he, you have a greater 
Regard for her that gave you Life, than for any Bodyr 
elfe. She gave me Life ! I deny that. Shf^ tl'^at coul J 
not fo much as tell whether I fliouId be black or 
white, had a great Hand in giving me Life, to l)e fure; 
But, fuppofing it were fo, I am mightily obliged to 
her truly for contriving to let me be ot the Male- 
kind, fo that r go every Day in Dynger of the 
Butcher What Rcafon then have I to have a sireater 
Regard for one to whom I am fo little indebted for 
any Part of my Being, than for thofe fro n whom I 
have received all the Benevolence and Kiudnefs which 
have hitherto fupported me in Life. 



The APPLICATION. 

It IS they wliofe Goodivcfs makes them our Parents^ 
that prbperly claim our filial Ilefpcil^t from us, and not 
thofe who are fuch only out of XccelTlty. The Duties 
between Parents and their Children nrv relative and re- 
ciprocal. By all Laws, natural as well as civil, it is ex- 
pected that the Parents fhould cherilh and provide for 
the Child, till it is able to (hift for itlolf ; and that the 
Child, with a mutual Tendernefs, (liould depend upon 
the Parent for it's Suftenance, and yield it a reafonjible 
Obedience. Yet, through the Depravity of human 
Nature, we verv often fee thefe Laws violated, and the 
Relations before- mentioned treating one another with 
as much Virulence as Enemies of different Countries are 
capable of. Through the natural Impatience and Pro- \ 
tcrvity of Youth, we obfervc the iirft Occaiion for any ^ 
ADimoGty moA frequently arifixig from their Side; but 



'^ 



MSOrs FABLES. 3» 

boirerer, th?re nre not wanting Exa>n|)lcs of undutiful 
PdRnts: An4i viiivn a t'alhci-, \iy uiii)^ a &i>n ill, &n<l 
itcnyiag him tuch aii Kdiicittiuii :inil I'ucli an Alluwiiucc 
«i fait Circunillanc<-s can wt'll tilHiYtl, givus him Occa- 

lioD tou'iihdrikw liis Rul'ped t'mm liiiii, tu urt;k: his Itc- 
plling of him as the fulc Oiiligaiiaii ti> Uiity, is lalk- 
ii^ like It Lilly, unthiukiiii; DoMiil. .MiitunlUenfvok-tico 
ttuUbckfpC up bi'twccn Ruhitiuns, as uull u« I'riciids; 
fcr, without this Comcmt, wiiati'vei- yi.u pk-iili' to cull the 
Bitiiding, it is only a Calili; in the Air, u Thing to be 
Hiked of, without the leall R«iliiy. 



FAB. XXI. T/ie Peacock'j Complaint. 




rHE Peacock prefcnled a Memorial to Jicno, im- 
porting, how hardlv he thought he was afeit, iji 
ot having fo good a Voice as the Nightingale; 
ow that pretty Animal was agreeable to every Ear 
Sat heard it, while he was laughed at for hla ugljr 
:reaniiiie Noilie, if he did hut open his Mouth, 
Tie Goddcrs, concerned at the Uneafiners of her 
ifourite Birdj aiirwereti htm vw^ VvwA'j to ■i\\* 
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Purpofe: If the Nightingale is, bleft with a fine 
Voice, you have the Advantage in Poirlt of Beauty 
and Large-nefs of Perfon, Ah ! fays he, hut what 
avails my (itent unmeaning Beauty, when I am io far 
excelled in Voice 1 The Goddefs difmiifcd him, bid- 
ding him confider, that the Properties of every Crea- 
ture were appointed by the Decree of Fate; to hiin 
Beauty; Strength to the Eagle; to the Nightingale a 
Voice of Melody; the Faculty of Spt^ch to the 
Parrot; and to the Dove Innocence. That each of 
thefe was contented with his own peculiar Quality; 
and, unlefs he had a Mind to be milerable, he muft 
learn to be fo too. 



The APPLICATION. 

Since all Things (as Juno fays) are fixed by the eternal 
and unalterable Decree of Fate, how abfurcl it is to hear 
People complaining and tormenting themfelves for that 
which it is impofTible c\'er to obtain? They who are 
ambitious of having more good Qualities, fmce that is 
impracticable, (liouhl fpare no Pains to cultivate and 
recommend tbofe they have; which, a Sournefs and 
Peeviftincfs of Temi>er, imilcad of improving, will cer- 
tainly lelVen and impair, whether they are of the Mind 
or Body. If wc had all the defirable Properties in the 
World, we Qovjild be no more than cafy and contented 
with them; and, if a Man, by a right Way of ihinkingr 
caa reconcile Uimfelf to his own Condition, whatever it 
be, he will fall little ihort of the moll complete State 
that Mortals ever enjoyed. 
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FAB XXII Tlic Vox nd the Grapes 
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A FOX, v«ry hungry, chanced to come into a 
/* V nevan) where there hung Branches of charm 
ing rii>c Grapes but nailed i p to a Trellis fo h gh, 
that he leaped till he quite tired himfclf, without being 
ableio reach one or them. At lalt. Let who will 
'^l^etheni ! fays he; they are but green and fourj ft> 
I'll even let them alone. 



The APPLICATION. 

Tb is Fable is it good Keprimand to a Parcel of vain 
Coxcombs in the World, who, bpcaiife they would never 
W III ought, to be difappointi'd in any of their PurfuitJ, 
pretend a Dillike to every Thing which they cannot ob- 
'ain. There is a ftranse Propenfity in Mankind to this 
I'^mper, and there arc Numbers of grnmbtini; Malcon- 
Itnis in every different Faculty and Seft iu Life. The 
(lilbarded Statefman, confidcriiig ihe Coriuplion of tlio 
friincs, would not have any Hand in the Adminifiratiou 
oKlffBirsforaJJ/j&c World. The Couirttj'Si^iTCi^wi'iw.X 
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Court Life, and woulct not go cringing and creeping 
to B Drawing-Rooin for the bell Place tlie King has 
in his Difpofat. A joufig Fellow, being afkcci how he 
liked a celobraled ileauty, by whom all the World 
knew he was del'iiifcil, aiifwered, flic had a liinking 
Breach. How infuft'erable is the Pride of this |Wot 
Creature, Mtin\ who would Hoop to the bnfefl, vilcft 
AfHons, ralhcr than be ihuugbt not able to do any Thing. 
For what i* more bufe and vile than Ljing? And when d» 
we lie moirc notodoully, than when ivc dif|mrage and lind 
''yaHlt with a Thing for no other Reafon but becaulc it i» 
eut 31 our Power t 



FAB. XXIII. The Viper and the File. 




A^'IPER etitering a Smith's Shop, looked up 
and down for fomething to eat; and, feeing a 
File, fell to gtiawing it a?; greedily as coultl ^. 
The File, toil! him very gruffly, thai he had beft be 
quiet and let him alone; for he would get ver?litlle9 
by nibbling at one, whO] upon Occaiion> could biteU 
Iron and Steel. 

The 
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The APPLICATION. 

By this Fable we arc cautioned to coiifuler what any 
Pcrlbn is^ bcfor6 we make an Attack upon him, after any 
l^Ianner whatfoever : Particularly how we let our Tongues 
flip in cenluring the A<5tions of thole who are, in the 
Opinion of the World, not only of an unqueftioned Repu- 
tation, fo that nobody will believe what we infinuatc 
againll them ; but of fuch an Influence, upon Account 
of their own Veracity, that the Icafl Word' from them 
would ruin our Credit to all Intents and Purpof^es. If 
Wit be the Cafe, and wt have a fatirical Vein, which at 
certain Periods rauft have a Flow, let us be cautious at 
whom we level it ; for, if the Perfon's Underflanding be 
of better Proof than our own, all our ingenious Sallies, 
like Liquor fquirted againll the Wind, will recoil back 
upon our own Faces, and make us the ridicule of every 
Spectator. This Fable, befldes, is not an improper Em- 
blem of Envy ; which, rather than not bite at ally will 
fall foul where it can hurt nothing but itfclf« 
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FAB. XXIV. The Fox and the Goat. 




A FOX having tumbled, by Chance, into a Well, 
had been cafting abuul a long while, to no Piir- 
pofe, how he fliould get out again ; when, at laft, a 
Goat came to (he Place, and wanting to drink, afked 
Beynard, whether the Water was good! Good! (aj'S 
he; ave, fo fweet, that 1 am afraid I ha«e furfeited' 
myfelf, I have drank fo abundantly. The Goat, upon 
this, without any more ado, leapt in; and the Fox ^ 
taking the Advantage of his Horns, by the Alfiftance 
of them, as nimbly leapt out, leaving the poor Guat 
at the Bottom of the Well, to ftiift foi hlmfelf. 

The APPLICATION. 
The Doflrinc tauoht ns by this Fable is no more than, 
this. That wc ought lo c^mli'der vho it is that aclvifus u*,. 
before we follow the Advice. Tor, however pluufiblo- 
the Coiiiiful may foem, \i the Pi;vfoii thi 
crafty Koitve, we may be alTureil tliat be i 
hirafelf iu it, more than us, if not to erect lomul 
hit owB .4dfaul:^c out of our liuia^ 
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The little, poor, Countyy Attorney, ready to perifli, 
%nA funk to ihe lowcft Deplli of Povcriy, for Want of 
Eniploymcnl, by fufli Ails as ihcfo, drana ttie 'Squire, 
lis Neighbour, iiitothc Gulph of the I^w; till, liiying 
bold on iho Branches of his R«vei«ie, l;c lifts liimfcif 
out of Obfcurity, and leaves the othi^r iramured in the 
Bottom of a Mortgiigc. 



FAB. XXV. The Countryman and Ike Snake. 




A Villager, in a frofty, fnowv Winter, found a 
Snake imder a tlcdgf, almoft dead with Cold. 
He conld not lielp having Compaflioii for the poor 
Creature, fo broiieht it home, and laid it upon the 
Hearth near Ihc Fire ; hut it had not lain there long, 
before (bein" revived with the Heat) it began to ered 
ilfeir, and fly at his Wife and Children, filling the 
whole Cottage with dreadful Hillings. The Conn- 
ftryman hearing an Oiitcry, and perceiving what 
I the Matter was, catchcd up a Mattock, andfoondiC- 
patched bim, upbraiding him at the {an\& T\mt xtv 
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thefc words : Is this, vile Wretch, the Reward yoii 
make to him that faved your Life ? Die, as you de- 
krst } but a (ingle Death is too good for you. 

The APPLICATION. 

n^is the Nature of Ingrates to return Evil for Good ! 
And the Moralifts in all Ages have inceflknlly declaimed 
Rgainll the Enormity of this Crime, concluding that 
tlicy who arc capable of hurting their Beqefadlors, arc 
ijot lit to live in a Community ; being fuch, as the na- 
tural Tics of Parent, Friend, or Country, are too wejik 
to n^ftrain within the Bounds of Society. Indeed, the 
Sin of Ingratitude is fo detcHaJble, that, as none but the 
moft inhuman Temper can be guiJty of it, fo, in writing 
to Men, there is no Occafion to ufe many Words, eithci 
in oxpofing tlie Vice itfelf, or difiuading People from the 
Commiilion of it. Therefore it is not likely that a 
Porfi^u of JEjbp's Sagacity would, have compiled this 
FubK\ without having fomething elfe in view, befides 
this trite and obvious Subject. He certainly intended 
to put us in mind. That, as none but a poor (iWy Clown 
would i^> to take up a Snake and cherilh it, fo we dial] 
be very mvlii^ent and ill-advifed, if, in doing ccod 
lathees w^ uo not take Care to beliow our Benev<^i!ciiC€ 
U|vn prv>per Obji'^t^, It was not at all uni;atural in ihi 
^n;\ke tv^ hUV^ aad brandtih his Toneuc, snd tlv at the 
t:nt I ha; oamo ntar him: as foon at the PenLn :1a: iVe*! 
his lu^r ;it5 an V other: irdttL^J snore like! v. Ltcauie do- 
Wvtv ^''fo 5: ad to niuvh. i>> do ^iiii hie. Nor r-i: trranje 




a» ^'^ wncvrr tbeK:!Seive5 mith. Lrjii. Tie- S-iaie sjzd :!•» 
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FAB. XXVI. The Mountains ia Labour. 




THE Mountains were faid to be in Labour, and 
uttered mod dreadful Groans People eame 
toguher, far and near, to fee what Birth would be 
produced; and, after they had waited a con(iderab)e 
Time in Expectation, out crept a Moufe. 



The APPLICATtON. 

Great Cry and little Wool is the Engiyk Proverb ; the 
N^nlc vf whicli bears an exaA Proportion tii this Fable. 
By fhich arc expofed, all thofc who prumilu runicthing 
nccedii^ great, 1)Ut come off with a I'roUuflion ritlicu- 
IodIIv Utile. ProjeftOrii of all Kiuds, who endeavour by 
artificial Rumours to raife the Expe^ations of Man- 
kind, uid then by their mean Perfunnances defeat and 
^fappoint them, have. Time out of Mind, been lalhed 
,*ith the Recital of this Fable. How agreeably fur- 
.priGng It it to fee an unpromifing Favourite, whom the 
Ciprice of Fortune lus placed at the H«\m ut ^Xi^xk, 
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ferving the Commonwealih wiih Jiifttce an<I Intcgri 
inftend of fmolhcring and embezzling tdc puUlic Tn 
furc to his own private and wickod Kmls ! And, im i 
contrary, how melMncholy, how droadlul, or ralluT, bi 
txafiieraiing and provoking a figlu is it, to bi'liold 01 
whofeconfiant Di-claraiions for Liberty and ^h« Pab 
Good, have raifed People's Expcflations of him to t 
higheft pitch, as foon as he is got into Power, cxcrti 
his whole Art and Cunning to ruin bikI bnlluvc I 
Country ! The fanguine Hopes of all tlioic that wilh 
well to Virtue, and flattered thcinfclvcs uilh h Kcfonn 
tinn of every Thing tliat iippofed the UVll-bring of t 
Community, vanilh a« ay in Smoke, and are loii in s dat 
gloomy, uncomfortable Prolpci^. 



FAB. XXVII. The Ant and Ihe Fly. 




/~\N E Dav there happened f me Words betwec 
^^the A ta I the Fl> abo t Precedcnc andlh 
Po nt was argu i w tl g eat Wa n h an i Eagtmel 
OnbothSdcs SajstheTty, It s vbH known wlu 
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my Pretenfions are^ and how juflly they are ffround<i> 
ed : There is never a Sacrifice that is offered^ but I 
always tafte of the Entrails, even before the Gods 
thetnfelves* I have one of the uppermoft Seats at 
Churchy and freouent the Altar as often as any Body : 
I have .a *free Admiflion at Court; and can never 
want the Kino^'s Ear, for I fometimes (it upon hit 
Shoulder. There is not a Maid of Honour, or 
handfome young Creature comes in my way^ but if- 
I like her, I fettle betwixt her balmy Lips. And 
then I eat and drink the bed of every Thing, without 
having any Occafion to work for my Living. What 
is there that fuch Country Puffes as you enjoy, to be 
eompared with a Life like this? The Ant, who by this 
Time had compofed herfelf, replied with a great deal 
of Temper, and no lefs Severity: Indeed, to be 
aGueft at an Entertainment of the Gods, is a very 
great Honour, if one is invited; but I (hould not care 
to be a difagreeable intruder any where. You talk of 
the King and the Court, and the fine Ladies there, with 

Seat Familiarity; but, as I have been getting in my 
arveft in Summer, I have feen a certain Perfon, under 
the Town-Walls, making a hearty Meal upon fome- 
tbing that is not fo proper to be mentioned. As to 
your frequenting the Altars, you are in the right to^ 
take SaniSkiiary where you are like to meet with the 
lead Difturbance : But I have known People before 
now run to Altars, and call it Devotion, when they 
have been (liut out of all good Company, and had no 
where elfe to go. -You don't work for your Living, 
, yoii fay ; true : therefore when you have played away 
the Summer, and Winter comes, you have nothing to 
live upon : and, while you are flarving with Cold and 
Hunger^ I have a good warm Houfc over my Heady 
^ rlenty of Provifions about me. 
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TA<? APPLICATION- 

This Fable points, out to 41s the different Charadersof 
thofe that recommend thcmfelves in vaiin-glorious Way» 
Ijy fiilfe and borrowed Lights.; and of thofo whofe rwd 
IVfcrit procures them a good Kfteeni wherever they go' 
Poverty and Folly having, at the Aime Time, PoflcflioD 
,<?f any one Man, cannot fail of making him an Objcftof 
Pity, if not of Contempt; but, when an empty conceited 
Piide happens to be joined with them, they render the 
Creature in whom they meet, at the fame Time defpicable 
and ridiculous. One who often attends ^t Court, not be- 
caufe he has a Place, but becaufe he has not, fhould not 
value himfelf upon his Condition. They who go to 
Church out of Vanity and Curiofity, and not for pure De- 
votion, fliould not value themfelves upon their Religion, 
for it is not worth a Straw. They who cat at a Three* 
penny Ordinary, and fometimes not fo well, (hould not 
boail either of their Dinner or Company. In fhort,' no 
.body is abetter Gentleman than he whoJTe own honeft 
Induftry fupplies him with a Plenty of all Neceflaries; 
^vho is fo well acquainted with Honour, as never. to fay 
or do a mean and unjuil Thing; and who dcfpifes an idle 
Scoundrel, but knows how to efteem Men of his own 
Principles. Such a one is e Perfon of the firft Quahtj, 
though he has never a Title, and ought to take Place of 
every Man who is not fo good as himfelf. 
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FAB. XXVIH. The Old Hound. 




ANold Hound, who had been an excellent good 
^ one in his Time, and given his Mafter great 
Sport and SatiKFacUnn in many a Chafe, at laft, hy 
the Effefl of Years, liecanic feeble anil unferviceablv.. 
However, being in the Field one Davj when the Siajr 
was almull run down, he happened to be the firlt 
that came in with him, and feized him by one of his 
naiinches; but, hia decayed and broken Teclh not 
bcin^ able to keep their Hold, the Dcce. eft-aped, 
and flircw him quite out. Upon which, his Maficr, 
t)eing in a great Paflion, and going to ftrike him, the 
horeft old Creatiiri.' is faid to have barked out this Apo- 
Ii^y: Ah ! do not flrikc voiir poor old Servant ; it is 
not my Heart and Inclinalion, but my Strength and 
Speed that fail nie. If what 1 now am difpleafes, 
pray don't forget what I have been. 
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The APPLICATION. 

This Fable may fervc to give us a general View o 
Ingratitude of the greatell Part of Mankind. Not 
Handing all the Civility and Complaiiancc that is 
among People where there is a common Intercbilr 
Bufinefs, yet, let the main Spring, the Probability of 
beifig fcrvlceable to tach other, cither in Point of Plei 
or Profit, be but once broken, and farewel Courtefy 
far from continuing any Regard in Behalf of paft Fav 
it is veryVell if they forbear doing any Thing that is 
riotis. If tlie Maftcr had only ceafed to carefs and \ 
much of the old Hound whon he was pall doing any 
vice, it had not been very Klrange; but to treat a 
Creature ill, not for a Failure of Inclinntion, but me] 
Defeft of Nature, muft, notwithftanding the Crow 
Examples there are to coutitenance it, be pronounce 
huttian and unreafonable. 

There are two Accounts upon which People that 
been ufeful are' frequently negleded. One, when 
are fo decayed, either through Age or fome Accident 
(hey are no longer able to do the Services they have 
mcrly done ; the other, when the Occafion or Emergi 
which required fiich Talents, no longer exifts. Fha. 
ivho more than once complains of the bad Confequ< 
of Age, makes no other Application to this Fable, tht 
^eUing his Friend Fhiletus, with fome Regret, thi 
'^rptc it vpith a View ; having, it feems, been repaid 
Negled, 6fworfe Ufage,. for Services done in his Y< 
to tboie who -were then able to afford him a better Rei 
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FAB. XXIX. rAtSick Kite. 




A KITE haci hwn fuk a long Time; and finding 
^ there were no Il^imfi of Recowrv, begged of his 
Mother lo go to all the Churches and rctigious Houles 
in ihc Countrv to trv whnt Prayers and Promifcs 
would efleft in his Bchrilf. The old Kile replied, 
Ind-ed, dear Son, I woiilil willingly undertake any 
Thina to fave your Life, but I have great Reafon to 
defpair (if doinir yon anv Service ill tlie Way you pro- 
pofc: For, with'what Face can I aflt any 1'hine of 
the Gods in favour of one, whofe whole Life has been 
a continual Scene of Rapine and Injnflice, and who 
has not fcriipled, upon Occafion, to rob the very Altars 
ihemfelves ? 

The APPLICATION. 

• Tlie Rehenrfal of this Fuble nlmoft iinavoidalily draws- 

\ fur Attention to that very riTiotis and impurtant Poiut, 

'he C infidcraijon of a Di-nih-bcJ Rcntintavxcc. Kvii, 
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. to expofe tbe AbfurdJty of relying upon fuch a 
FuundaCioD, we ncedonty Hlk the fame Qiicllioii w 
Kite in the Fable: Ilowcan he ihat has offrtidt'd thi 
all his Life-time, bydoiu^ Aflstif nilhonourattd InJ 
exped that they (hould be plcafed with him at laft, 
other Rcafon but bceaure he fisare he Jhall not be i 
ofknd Ihem any longer? when, in Truth, fuch a B 
ance can fignif/ Dothing but a Confirmation of his : 
Impudence and Fully: For furc no Stupidity can i 
that of the Mftft who expefls a future Judgment, a 
can bear to commit any Piece of Injuftiee, with a 
and DelibciatiuD of the Fafl. 



FAB. XXX. TJie Hares and the Fro| 




T )PON a great Storin of Wind that blew an 
^ the Trees and Buthes, and made a Riili 
with the Leaves, the Hares (in a certain Park iv 
there happened to be Plenty of them) were fo 
ribly frighted that ihey run like inad all over 
Place, refolving to feek out fome Retreat of r 
Seca 
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Security, or to end their unhappy Da\*« by doing 
Violence to thenifelves. With this Rtfohition ihey 
found an Outlet where a Pale had been broken 
down; and, bolting forth upon an adjoining Com- 
mon, had not run far before their Coiirfe was ftopt 
by that of a gentle Brook which glided acrofs the 
Way they intended to take. This was fo grievous a 
Difappointment that they were not able to bear it; 
and they determined rather to throw thenifelvcs 
headlong into the Water, let what would bec^ime of 
it, than lead a Life fo full of Dangers and Croffcsr 
But upon their coming to the Brink of the River, a 
Parcel of Frogs, which were fitting there, frighted 
at their Approach, leapt into the Stream in great 
Confufion, and dived to the very Bottom for Fear. 
Which a cunning old Pufs obferving, called to the 
reft and faid. Hold ; Have a Care what ye do ; Here 
are other Creatures, I perceive, which have thtir 
Fears as well as tis: Don't then let us fancy our- 
felves the moft miferable of any upon Earth; but 
rather^ by their Example, leain to bear patiently 
thofe Inconveniences which our Nature has thrown 
upon us* 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable is defigned to (hew ire how tmreafonable 
mBny People are, for living in fuch continual Fears aixd 
Difquiets about the Miferablenefs of their Conduicn. 
There is hardly any State of Life ^reat enough to fa- 
tisfy the Wifhes of an ambili- us Man; and fcarce any 
fo miean, but may fupply all the NeccflTitics of hini that 
is moderate. But if People will be fo unvvife as to work 
theinfelv'es up to- imaginary Mistortunes, why do they 
grumble at Natui'e and their Stars, when their own per- 
verfe Minds are only to blame? If we aif to conclude 
ourfelvcs unhappy by as many Degrees as there are otliens 
greater than we, why then the greatest Part of Mankind 
iiiuA be miferable, in feme Degree at ieuil* But, if 
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they W^ repine at their o^Tn affiifled Conditioft, wouTA 
bul reckon wp how many mor^ tlicrc arc with whom they 
would not change Cafet, than thofe whole Plcafures they 
envy, they woQLd certainly rife up better futisficd from 
fuch a Calculation. But what lliall we fay to thofe nlio 
bave a Way of creating thcmfi-lvcs Panics from ihc Ruftv 
liiig of the AVind, the Scratcliing ot a Rat or Muufu he- 
bind the Hangings, theriuttcringof a Moth, or the Mo- 
tion of their own Shadow by Moonlight? Their whole 
Life is a^ full of Alarms as that of a Ilare, and they never 
think ibemfdvcs fo happy as whi-n, like the timonms 
Folks in the Fable, they meet with a Set of Creatures aa 
fearful ^ themfeli L-a. 



FAB. XXXI. The Lion and Ike Moufe. 




ALTON, faint with Heal, and weary with Hunt 
inf, uas laid down to take his Repofe undei 
the fprradiiig Boughs of a thick fliady Oak. I' 
happened that, while he flepl, a Company of fcramb- 
ling Mice ran over his Back, and waked him. Upoi 
wJMcb, flaniiig up, he clapped bis Paw upon om 
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of them, and was juft going to put it to Death ; 
when the little SupplianL implored his Mercy in a 
very moving Manner, begging him not to ftain his 
noble Charafter with the Bu)od of fo defpicable and 
fmall a Bead. The Lion, confidering the Matter, 
thought proper to do as he was defired, and imme- 
diately releafed his little trembling Prifoner. Not 
long after, traverfing the Foreft ni Purfuit of his 
Prey, he chanced to run into the Toils of the Hunters; 
from whence, not able to difengagc himfelf, he fet up 
a moft hideous and l<oud Roar. The MouTe, hearing 
the Voice, and knowing it to be the Lion's, imme- 
diately repaired to the Place, and bid him fear nothings 
for that he was his Friend. Then firaight he fell to 
work, and, with his little (harp Teeth, gnawing afun-- 
der the Knots and Faftenings of the Tculs^ fet the 
Royal Brute at Liberty. 



The APPLICATION. 

This Fable gives us to underft.and, that there is no Pbr- 
fon in the World fo little, but even the greatcft may, at 
Tome Time or other, (land in Need of his AfTiilance ; and 
confequcntly that it is good to ufe Clemency, where there 
is any Room for it, towards thofe who fall within*our 
Power. A Generofity of this Kind is a handfome V^irtue, 
and luoks very graceful whenever it is exerted, if there 
were nothing elfe in it: But, as the lowcft People in Life 
may, upon Occafion, have it in their Power either to ferve 
pr hurt us, that makes it our Duty, in Point of common 
Interefl, to behave ourfe Ives with Good-nature and Lenity 
towards all with whom we have to do. Then the Grati- 
tude of the Moufe, and his Ueadinefs, not only to repay, 
but even to exceed, the Oblijcration (hie to bis Benefactor,, 
DOtwith (landing his Uttle Body, giws us the Specimen of 
a great Soul, which is never fo much delichted as with 
an Opportunity of Ihewing how fcnftble it is of Favour 

• received, ... 

• 
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FAB. XXXII. Die Fatal Marriage. 




THE Lion aforefaJd, touched with the gratefi^ 
Procedure of the Moufe, and, relolving not (» 
be outdone in Generofity hv any wild Beaft ■whalfo- 
evcr, defired his Kule Deliverer to name his own 
TPTtns, for that he might depend upon his comply- 
ing with any Prnpofal he fhould make. The Moufe, 
fired with Ambition at this gracious Offer, did not fo 
inuc.h'confidcr what was proper for him to aflc, aii 
what was in the Power of his Prince to grant; and 
(b, prefiUDptttoiifty demanded his princely Daughter, 
the young Liouefs, in Marriage. Tlie Lion confented ; 
Bui, whcii he would have given tlie Royal Virgin into 
his PofTeffion, flic, like a gtddy Thing as (lie was, not 
minding how (he walked, by Chance fet her Paw 
upon her Sjionfe, who was coming to meet her, and 
cruflied her little i>eu' to Pieces. i 
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The APPLICATION. 

This Fable feems intended to fhew us, how mifcrable 
fcune People make theiufelves by a wrong Choice, when 
they have all the good Things in the World fpread before 
them to choofe out of. In (hort, if that one Particular of 
Judgment be wanting, it is not in the Power of the grcatell 
I\Joiiarch upon Eaith, nor of the repeated Smilea of For- 
tune to make us happy. It is the Want of PoiTcfnon of a 
good Judgment, which oftentimes makes the Prince a poor 
\V retch, and the poor Philofophcr completely eafy. Now, 
the firft and chief Degree of Judgment is to know, one's 
fclf; to be able to make a tolerable EAiraatc of one's owu 
Capacity, fo as not to fpeak or undertake any Thing which 
may either injure or make us ridiculous: And yet (as 
vondcrful as it is) there have been Men of allowed Good- 
fenfe in particular, and poflcfied of all defirable Qualifi- 
cations in general, to make Life delightful and agreeable, 
who have unhappily contrived to match themfelves with 
Women of a Genius and Temper necelTarily tending to 
Waft their Peace. This proceeds from fome unaccount- 
able Blindnefs: But when wealthy Plebeians, of mean Ex- 
Iradion, and unrefined Education, as an equivalent for 
their Money, demand Brides out of the Nurferies of our 
Peerage, their being defpifed, or at Icall overlooked, is 
fo unavoidable, unlofs in extraordinary Cafes, that no- 
thing but a falfeTafie of Glory could make them enter 
upon a Scheme fo inconfillent and uupromifing. 



1) (? 1 Ah"! 
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FAB XXXIII ne^VoodandlIleClov!n 




A Country F tlow came one Day n o the Wood 
^*' and ooked abo t h m v th feme Concer f 
upon hch h Tes vtha Cunof y natural to 
fome other Creatures, afkcd him what he wanted. 
He replied, That he only wanted a Prece of Wood to 
-make a Handle to his Hatchet. Since that was all, 
it was voted unanimoully that he fhotild have a I'iece 
pf good," found, tough A(h. But he had no fooneir 
ivceived and fitted it for his Purpofe, than he begatk 
to lay about hrm iiiiincrci fully, and to hack arid hew 
without Diftinflion, felling the nobleft Trees in alt 
the Poreft. The Oak is faid to have fpoke thu* 
to the Beech, in a low Whifper, Brother^ we rauft 
l|ke it for our Pains. 

TAe APPLICATION. 

No People art more juftly liable to fuffer, llian they 
«ho furoitb tbeic Eoemies -with uy Kind of AITiftance. 

It 
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It is generous to forgive ; it is enjoined us by Heligion to 
love our Enemies ; but he that truils an Enemy, much 
more contributed tu the llrengtkening and arming of him, 
may almoll depend upon repenting him for his inadver- 
tent Benevolence: And has, moreover, this to add to his 
Dillrefs, That when he might have prevented it, he 
brought his Misfortunes upon himfelf by his own Cre- 
dulity. 

Any Peribn in a Community, by what Name or Title 
foever ditHnguiHied, who affedit a Power which may pof- 
Iibly hurt tihe People, is an Enemy to that People, and 
therefore they ought not to truil him: For though he 
were ever fo fully determined not to abufe fuch a Power, 
yet he is fo iiur a bad Man, as he diilurbs the People's 
Quiety and makes them jealous and uneafy, by defiring 
to have it, or even retaining it, when it may prove mif* 
chievous. If we coniult Iliftory, we fliall And that the 
Thing called Frerogaijtej has been claimed and contended 
for chiefly by thofe who never intcvnded to make a good 
Ufe of it; and as readily refigned and thrown up by juft 
and wife Princes, who had the true Intcrell of their Peo- 
ple at Heart. How like fenfelefs Stocks do they a^, who^ 
by complimenting fome capricious Mortal, from Time to 
lime, with Parcels of Prerogative, at lafl put it out of 
their Power to defend and maintain thcmfelves in tkeic 
juft and natural Liberty 1 






tAB. 
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FAB. XXXIV. he Horfe and the Stag. 




T^HE Stag, wiih h s fharp Horns, got ihe better 
* of the Horfe, and drove him clear out of the 
Pafture where they ufed to feed logether So the 
latter craycd the ARifiaiice of Man ; and, in order to 
n-ccive the Benefit of it, fuffered him to pirt a Bridle 
into his Mouih and a Saddle upon his Back. By 
this Way of proceedine, he entirely defeated his 
Enemy; but was mightily difappointed, when upon 
returning Thanks, and defiring lo be difmifled, he 
received this Anfwer: No; I never knew before how 
ufcful a Drudge you were; now I have found what 
you are good for, you may depend upon it I will keep 
you to it. 

The APPLICATION. 

As the foregoing Fable was jnlciided to caution n» ^ 
againft confenljiig to any Thinj; that might prejudice 
fubhc Liberty; this may ferve to keep tu upon our 
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Guard in the Profanation of that wlikli h of & private 
Nature. This is the Ul'e and Interpretation given of it 
by Horace, ihc befi and moft polite Philofophcr that ever 
wrutt.' After reciting the Fable, he applii^s it thus: 
This, fays he, is the Cafe of him, who, dreading Poverty, 
parts with that invaluable Jeuel, Liberty ; like a Wretch 
as he is, he will always be fii^jcci to :i Tyrant «f fome Sort 
ur other, ar. ' be a. Slave for ever; becauie his avaricious 
Spirit knew not how to be contented with that moderate 
Competency, which he might have poffelleil, independent 
of all the World. 



FAB. XXXV. 

The Country Moufe and the City Moufe. 




ANhoneft, plain, fenfibtc Country Mon''e, Is faid 
'^ to ha\e enttrta ned at his Hole oni' Oay a fine 
Moufe of the Town Having furmerlv been Plav- 

, fellow s together, they werv old Acquaintances, which, 
fcrved as an Apology frtr the Vilit. Hmvcvir, as 

' Maftcr of the Houfe, he thouchl himCdt obU^ci to 
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t 

do the Honours of it, in all Refpeds^ and to make 
as great a Stranger of his Gueft as he poflibly could« 
In orcItT to ihis, he fet before him a Referve of de-> 
licate Grey- Pease and Bacon, a Difli of fine Oat- 
ineal, fomc Parings of new Cheef¥; and, -.o crown 
all with a Dt'flcrt, a Remnant of a charming meU 
\om Apple. In good Manners, he forbore to eat 
any himfelf, left the Stranger (hoiirt^ not have 
enough ; but, that he might feem to bear the other 
Company, fat and nibbled a Piece of Wheaten- 
Straw, very bufily. At laft, fays the Spaik of the 
Town, old Croney, give me Leave to be a little free 
with you ; How can you bear to live in this nafty, 
dirty, melancholy Hole here, with nothing but 
Woods, and Meadows, and Mountains, and Rivu- 
lets about you ? Do not you prefer the Converfa- 
tion of the World to the Chirping of Birds^ and 
the S{)lendor of a Court to the rude Afpe£k of an 
uncultivated Defert ? Come, take my Word for it 
you will find it a Change for the better. Never 
Hand confidering, but away this Moment. Re- 
member, we are not immortal, and tbercfoce have 
no Time to lofe. J4ake fure of To-day, and fpend 
it as agreeably as you can, you know not what may 
happen To-morrow. In ihort, thefe and fucn 
like Arguments prevailed, and his Country^ Ac- 
quaintance was refolved to go to Town that Night. 
So they both fet out upon their Journey together, 
propofing to fneak in after the Glofe of the Even- 
ing. They did fo: and about Midnight, made their 
Entry into a certain great Houfe, where there had 
been ah extraordinary Entertainment the Day be- 
fore, and feveral Tit-bits, which fome of the Ser- 
vants had purloined, were hid under the Seat of 
a Window: The Country-Gueft was immediately 
placed in the Midft of a rich Perjian Carpet ; and 
DOW it was the Courtier's Tura to entertain, who| 

indeed ^ 
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indeed acquitted himfclf in that Capacity with the 
utmoit Readinefs and Addrefs, changing the Courfes 
as elegantly, and taftinff every Thing firft as jiidi- 
cioufly, as any Clerk of a Kitchen. The other fat 
and enjoyed himfelf like a delighted Epicure, 
tickled to the laft Degree with this new Turn of 
his Affairs ; when, on a fudden, a Noife of fome- 
body opening the Door, made them ftart from their 
Seats, and icuttle in Confufion about the Dining- 
Room. Our Country-Friend, in particular, was ready 
to die with Fear.at the Barking of a huge Mafliff or 
two, which opened their Throats juft about the fame 
Time, and made the whole Houfe echo. At laft, re- 
covering himfelf, Well, fays he, if this be your Town- 
Life, much good may do you with it : Give me my 
poor quiet Hole again^ with my Homely, but com- 
HMTtable Grey Pcafe. 



The APPLICATION. 

A moderate Fortune, with a quiet Retirement in the 
Counlry, is preferable to the greateil Aftiiience which 
IS attended with care and the Perplexity of Biifmefs, 
and iniepanible from the Noife and Hurry of the Town, 
'f he PraJ^bce of the Generality of People of the bed 
Tiiftii, it is to be owned, is diredlly againft us in thi* 
Point ; but, when it is confidered that this Pra<5lice of 
theirs proceeds rather from a Compliance with the Fa- 
Ihlon of the Times, than their own private Thoui^hts^ 
the Objection is of no Force. Among the great Num- 
bers of Men who have received a learned Education, 
how few are there but either have their Fortunes en- 
tirely to make ; or, at leaft, think they doferve to have, 
and ouglit not to lofe the Opportunity of getting); fomc- 
what more than their Fathers have left them ! The 
Town is the Field of Action for Volunteers of this 
• Kind; and whatever Fondnefs they may have for the 
, Conntry, yet they mud (lay till their CircumfUinces will 
idmit of a Retri^at thither. But furc there never was . a 

MaiL 
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Man yet, who lived in a con ftant Return of Trouble andl 
Fatigue in Town, as all Men ot'BuTinefs do in fome Degree 
or other, but has formed to himfelf fome End of getting 
a fjflicieiitConiprtcncy, whicli may enable him to pur- 
chalc a f[iiiet Poffeflion in the Country, where he may in- 
dulge his Genius, and give up his old Age to that eafy 
fmooth I ifo, which in the Temped ofBufniefs, he. had fo 
ofien lohged for. Can any lliing argue more flrongly for 
a Country Life, than to obferve what a \on% Courfc of 
Labour People go through, and what Difficulties they en- 
counter to come at it ? They look upon it, at a Didance^ 
like a Kind of Heavon, a Place of Reft and Happinefs; and 
are puflii ng forward, through the rugi^ed thorny Cares of 
the World, to make their Way towards it. If there are 
many, who, though born to plentiful Fortunes, yet live moil 
Part of their Time in the Noife, the Smoke, and Hurry of 
tlie Town ; we ihall find, upon Enquiry, that neceflary in- 
difpenfable Bufinefs is the real or pretended Plea which moll 
of them have to make for it. The Court and the Senate 
require the Attendance of fome : Law-Suits, and the 
proper Direc^tion of Trade, engage others: They who have 
a fprightly Wit, and an elegant Tafte for Converfation, 
will refort to the Place which is frequented by People of the 
fame Turn, whatever Averfion they may otherwife have for 
it ; and others, who have no fuch Pretence, have yet tlii» 
to fay, that they follow the Falhion. They who appear Xo 
have been Men of the bed Senfe amongd the Ancients, 
always recommended the Country as the moft proper Scene 
for Innocence, Fafe, and virtuous Pleafure ; and, accord- 
ingly, loft no Opporlunitich of enjoying it : And Men of 
the greated Didindion among the Moderns have ever 
thought thcmfelves mod happy, when they could be de- 
cently fpared from the Employments which the Excel- 
lency of their Talents neceflarily threw them into, to eiu* 
brace the charming Leifure of a Country Life* 



PWi. 
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FAB. XXXVI. The Moufe and Ike Weafel. 




A L ttle ftanelne th gi ted Roa e of a Mo fe, 
^^ hid V ih much P (1 nga d AppI ca n made 
h 3 Way th uph a fmal! Hole n a C n Baft t 
where he ft (Fed and crammed To pie f Iv that 

I en he wo !d I ve re red the Wav he ea e he 
(o nd h mT If Oo p1 mp v h all h s Endea ou s 
to accomp (h * A VVeafel, who ftood at fon e 
Diftime, and had been diverting himfetf wirh be- 
holding the vain Efforts of the little fat Thing, 
called to him, and faid : Uarkeel honcrt Frit-nd, if 
you have a mind to make your Efcape, theic is but 
one Way for it ; contrive tn grow as poor and as lean 
as you were when you entered, and then perhaps you 
may get off. 

ne APPLICATION. 

' Tticy who, from a poor mcun Cuiidition, insinuate 

thi-mrdvos into ti good Kliatp, arc nol ahvays the mult 

hapjy. Tbeie is, maay Times, a Quiet, aai CuyA.* 
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attending a low Life, (o which llic rich Man is an nttpr 
Strangef. Riches nnd Cares arc almoft iiifcparable ; anil 
whoever would get rid of the one, nitiit content iiimfclf to 
be divellt^d of the other, lie that hath been aC(|Uaiiited 
with the Sweets of a Life free from the Incumbrance of 
Wcalt!i, and longs to enjoy them again, mnft Drip bim- 
felf of that I ucH nib ranee, if lie ever means to attain. lus 
- Widies. 

Soiuc, from creeping into the lowefi Staiions'of Life, 
have, in Protcfs of Time, filled the greateB Places in it ; 
and grown fo bulkv by purfiiing their infatiate Ap|]ctitc 
after Money, ihut, when they would have retired, they 
found i.hemfelvi.>e too opulent and full to get off. Thers 
has been no Expedirnt foi them to creep oat, till they 
were fc|uecied and reduced in fonie Meafure to their pri- 
mitive' Litlleiiel'ii. They that lill themfelves with that 
which is the I'loperty of others, (huuld always be fo fervcd 
before they arc fiitlereJ lo Kfiapc 

FAP. XXXVl T. T/>e Belly nnf/ ihe Members. 




IN former Days, when ihc Belly and the other , 
Parts of the Body enjoyed ihe Faculty of Speech, 
uul had Teparate Vievs sail Defigus. of tbcir own { 
eact) 
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each Part^ it feems, in particular, for himfelf, and 
in the Name of the Whole, took Exception at the 
Condu£l of the Belly, and were refolved to grant 
him Supplies no longer. They faid they thought 
it very hard, that he Orould lead an idle good-for- 
nothing Life, fpending and fouandering away, upon 
hiff own ungodly Guts, all tne Fruits of their La^* 
bour ; and that, in fhort, they were refolved for the 
future to ftrike ofF his Allowance, and let him fhift 
for himfelf as well as he could. The Plands pro- 
tefted they would not lift up a Finger to keep him 
from ftarving ; and the Mouth wifhed he might ne- 
ver fpeak a^ain, if he took in the lead Bit of Nou- 
rifliment for him fo long as he lived ; and, fay the 
Teeth, may we be rotten if ever we chew a Morfel 
for him for the future. This folemn League and 
Covenant was kept as long as any Thing of that 
kind can be kept, which was, until each of the rebel 
Members pined away to the Skin and Bone, and 
could hold out no longer. Then they found there 
was no doing without the Belly, and that, as idle and 
infignificant as he feemed, he contributed as much to 
the Maintenance and Welfare of all the other Parts, 
as they did to his. 

The APPLICATION. 

• 

This Fable was fpoken by Matenius Jgrippa, a famous 
l^omoM'Conful and General, when he was deputed by 
^e S«nl(ate to appcafe a dangerous Tumult and Infur- 
Tedioii of the People. The many Wars that Nation 
was engaged in, and the frequent Supplies they were 
obliged to raife, bad fo foured and inflamed the Minds 
of the Populace, • that they were refolved to endure it 
no longer, and oblhnately refufed to pay the Taxes 
which wtfJre levied upon them. It is eafy to difcern how 
the great Man applied this Fable. For, if the Branches 
and Members 6f a Commumty refufe th<; Government 

tliat Aid ^hich iti Kcceffities require, the Whole mua 

pehfb 
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perifli together. The Rulers of a State, ai idle and in. 
figiiilicant as they may rometiiaes feem, are yet as nen-l- 
lary to be kept up end nmintained in a proper and decent 
tirandcur, as the Family of each private I'erfun is, in a 
Condition fuitaUe to iLfeif. Every Man's l^ujoyiuvnt of 
that Little whicli he gainii by Lis daily Labour, depends 
upon the Government's being msintaiutd in a Conditiup 
toUeleadaiid If'cure hiin in it. 



FAB.XXXVm. 
The Lark and her Young Ones, 




A LARK, who had young Oiies in a Field of 
■" Corn which was almoft ripe, was under fomc 
Fear left the Reapers fliould come to reap it before 
her young brood was fledged, and able to remove 
from the Place. Wtiereforej upon fljing Abroad 
to look for Food, (lie left this Charge with them : 
That fhey ihould take Notice what they heard 
talked 'of in ber Abfeoce, and u\l her of it whei\ 
jhe came back ^ain. When Ihe was gone, they 
heard the Owner of the Com call to hia Sua : Well, * 
fayi 
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faj^he, I think this Corn is ripe enough ; I would 
have you go early To-morrow, and defire our Friends 
and Weignbours to come and help us to reap it. When 
^heoid Lark came Home, the young Ones fel^ a qui- 
vering and chirping round her, and told her what had 
happened, begging her to remove them as faft as (he 
could. The Mother bid them be eafy ; for, fays (he, 
if the Owner depends upon Friends and Neighbours, 
I am pretty fure the Corn will not be reaped To- 
morrow. Next Day fhe went out again, upon the 
fame Occafion, and left the fame Orders with them as 
before. The Owner came,' and flayed, cxpcfting 
thofe he had fent to : But the Sun grew hot, and 
nothing was done, for not a Soul came to help him. 
Then, lays he, to his Son, 1 perceive thefe Friends of 
ours are not to be depended upon, fo that you muft 
jeven go to your Uncles and Coufins, and tell them I 
defire they would be hear betimes To-morrow Morn- 
ing to help us to reap. Well, this the young Ones, 
in great Fright, reported alfo to their Mother. If 
that be «J1, fays flie, do not be frightened, Children, 
for Kindred and Relations do not ufc to be fo very for- 
ward to ferve one another : But take particular Notice 
what you hear faid the next Time, and be fure you let 
me know it. She went abroad the next Day, as ufual; 
and the Owner finding his Relations as flack as the Reft 
of his Neighbours, faid to his Son, Harkee, George, 
do you get a Couple of good Sickles ready againft 
To-morrow Morning, and we will even reap the Corn 
ourfelvcs. When the young Ones told their Mother, 
this. Then, fays (he, we mufl be gone indeed ; for, 
when a Man amdertakes to do his Bufinefs himfelf, 
it is not fo likely that he will be cfifappointed. So 
fhe removed her young Ones immediately, and ihe 
Com was reaped the next Day by the good Man and 
hi«Son« 



The 
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The APPLICATION. 

Kevw depend upon the Affiilance of Fnendft tAd Be^ 
lations in any Thing which you arc able to do yousfeif ; 
for DOthrng is more fickle and uncertain. The Aiao who 
relics upon another for the Execution of any Affair onm** 
portance, is not only kept in a wretched and flatiih -Svif« 
penfe, while he oxpeds the Iffue of the Matter^ butgo- 
nerally meet^ with a Difappointment. While he who 
lays the chief Strcfs of his Buiinefs upon himfelf, and 
depends upon his own Induflry and Attention for the 
Succefs of his Affairs, is in the fairell Way to attain hit 
End : And, if at lall he fhould raifcarry, has this to com- 
fort hini. That it was not through his own Negligence 
and a vain Expedation of the Afliftanca of Friends. To 
ftand by ourfelves, as much as polTible — to exert onr own 
Strength and Vigilance in the Profecution ofour AffAif*— 
is Godlike, being the Refult of a moil noble and highly 
exalted Reafon ; %ut they who. procraflinate and dcfcr 
the Bufinefs of Life by an idle Dependence upon. others, 
in Things which it is in their own Power to effcd, liak 
down into a kind of ilupid and abjc<5l; Slavery, and (horn 
themfelves unworthy of Talents M(ith which . human Na* 
ture is dignified. 



FAB. 
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FAB. XXXIX. The Nurfe and the Wolf. 




ANwrfe who was endeavouring to quiet a froward 
bawling Child, amoiig other Attempts, threat- 
ened to throw it out of Doors to the Wolf, if it 
dill not leave off cryinff. A Wolf, who oliaucwl to 
lie prunling near the Door jii0 at that Time, heard 
the Exprctlioii, and believing the Woman to be in 
carnell, waited a long while aSftut tlie Hoiifi.', in 
Expeflatron of feeing her Words made giiod. But 
at laft the Ciiild, wearied with its own Importuni- 
ties, fell aflecp, and the poor M'^olf was forced to 
Wtiirn back to the Woods empty and fupperlefs. 
The Fox meeting him, and furprifed to fee liim 
going Home fu thin and difconfolatc, alkt'd him 
*hat the Matter was, and how he came to fpeed no 
better that Night? Ah 1 do not aflc me, faya he; I 
fas fo [illy as to believe what the Nurfe faid, and have 
«cn difappointcd. " ' ' 
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The APPLICATrON. 
A)I the Moratifts have agreed to interpret this Fablcui 
Caution-to-usncver'tolririlaWtHuan. , WhatBealvnitbe; 
<oiil<l Jiave for ^ving fu rough and UDCourlly a Preoqft, a 
not eafy to bcimagined: For however fickle and viiAable 
fomR Women may be, it it well known there are feveral 
who bave a greater Regard for Truth in what -tJiey affert or 
])ramife, :Uiaii molt Men. Hmm is not Room w lb ihort 
a Compttfs toexprofsa due Concern fer the Huaourof the 
I^ics upon this Occafion, nor to Jlicw how much onv is 
dilporeil to vindicate them: And though there is nothing 
bad which can be &id of them, hut may, with equal Juf- 
tice, be averxetl <^ the other Sex ; jet oae would not vi-n- 
ture to givclbam quite fo-abfulute a Precautiun astha 
old MytholuyiAa have affixed to this Fable, but only to 
adnfe ihem to confider well and thoroughly of the Mat- 
ter, J)efo]« they trufl any Alan living. 

FAB XL. The Tortoife and the Eagle. 




THE Tortoife, weary of his Condition, by which 
he was confined to crc'ep upon the Ground, ana 
\tmg ambittuuB to have A Profpeft, and looK about 
btm» 
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him, gave out, that if any Bird would take him up 
into the Air, and (hew him the World, he would 
reward him with a Difcovery of many precious Stones, 
which he knew w«re hidden in a certain Place of the 
Blarth : The Eagle undertook to do as he defired ; and 
when he had performed bis Commiffion, demanded 
the Reward. But finding the Tortoife could not make 
good his Words, he duck nis Talons into the fofter Parts 
of his Body^ and made him a Sacrifice to his Revenge. 



> 
A 



TA^ APPLICATION. 

As Men of Honour ought to confulcr calmly how far the 
Things which they promife may be in their Power, before 
they ventui*e to make Promifes upon this Account, becauCe 
•the Non-performance of them will be apt to excite an \J\\- 
cafincfs within themfclvcs, and tarnifh *hcir Reputation in 
the Eyes of oilier P-ooplc; fo Fools and Cowards ihould be 
as little raih in this Ucfpi^d as poftible, led their impudent 
Forj^erics draw upon them the Refentmeiit of thcfe whom 
they difappoinr, and that Refentment makes them under* 
go fmarty but deferved Chafti foment. The Man who is 
fo (lupid a Knave as to make a lying Promife where he u 
fure to be deteded, receives the Pttniihrnent •f kis Follj 
■npltied hy all that know him. 
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FAB. XLI. The Wind and the Sun, 




■ A Difputc once arofe betw xt the Nor h Wind and 
■^^ the Sun, about the S per or ty of the r Pow er, 
and they agreed to try their Strength upon a Trr- 
vdler, which (hoiild be able to gel his CWk.off firfl. 
The North-Wind began, and blew a very cold Blaft, 
accompanied with a (narp driving Shower, Bnt this, 
and whatever elfe he could do, inftead of making the 
Man quit his Cloak, obliged him to gird it about his 
Body as dofe as poflible. Next came the Sim ; who 
breaking out from a thick watery Cloud, drove away 
the.cold Vapours from the Sky, and darted his warm 
fultry Beams upon the Head of the poor Weather- 
beaten Traveller. The Man growing faint with the 
Heat, and unable to endure it an^ longer, firft throws 
off his heavy Cloak, and then flies for Protc<^ion to 
Ibe Shade of a neighbouring Grove. ^ 
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The APPLICATION. 

Thofc is fomething in the Temper of Mm fo nvcrfc to 
fovcFc and boii\crous Treatment, that he who eiulcavours 
to carry his Point that Way, inftead of prevailin*;, gene- 
rally loaves the Mind of him, whom he has thus altenipl- 
I'd, in tt more confirmed and obftinate Situation, than he 
luiiiid it at tirft. Bitter Words and hard IMUge freeze 
the Heart into a Kind of Obduracy, which mild Perfua- 
fion and gentle Language only can didblvc and foiten. 
Pcrfecution has always fixed and ri vetted thofo Opinion? 
^vhich it was intended to difpel; and fome difcerning 
Men have attributed the quick Growth of Cbriftianity, in 
a great Meafure, to the rough and barbarous Reception 
which its firft Teachers met with in the World. The 
fame may have been obfervcd of our Reformation: The 
Blood of the Martyrs was the Manure which produced 
that great Proleftant Crop, on which the Church of Eng' 
/avd has fubnftcd ever iince. Providt^nce, which always 
makes ufe of the moil natural Means to attain its Pur* 
pofc, has thought fit to cltabliOi the pureft Religion by 
this Method : The Confideration of which may give a 
proper Check to thoib who are continually endeavouring 
to root out E mors by that very Management, which to 
infidlibfy fixes and implants all Opinions, as well erro- 
ucous as orthodox. When an Opinion is fo violently 
attacked, it raifes an Attention in the pcrfecuted Party 
and gives an Alarm to their Vanity, by making them 
think that worth defending and keeping, at tha Ilazard 
of their Lives, which, perhaps, otherwife, they would 
only have admired a ^yhiic for the Sake of its Novelty, 
and afterwards rcfigncd of their own Accord. In (liort, 
a fierce turbulent Oppofition, like the North-Wind, only 
ferve*to make a Man wrap u pi his Notions more clofely 
about hnn ; blit we know not wliac a kind, warm, fuu- 
fliiny Behaviour, rightly applied, would not be able to 
e&d. 
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FAB. XLII. The Afs in the Lion'j Skin. 




AN ATb, finding the Skin of a Linn, put it on 
■**■ and gtimg into the Woods and Paflur^ (hhit 
all ihe Flocks and Hcnit into a terrible Con(ftt^hin(B 
At laft, meeting his Owne^, he would have frij^tifpne 
htmsirb; btit the good Man, feeing bie1nng£ar*'lKH] 
out, prefenilyknewhiin, andwiihagood Cudgtl, mad 
him fentible, that, notwilh (landing his being drcft in 
Lion's Skin, he was really no more than an Ab. 

The APPLICATION. 

As all AffeAatian ii wroiu, and tends to cxpofe an 
make a Man ridiculous, fo tbe more diflant he is froi 
the Thing whlA be affefb to api^ear, the flTonger wi 
the Ridicule be which he excites, and the greater the Ii 
coRTenirncei Into which be runs himfelf thereby., llo 
flrangely abfurd it is fur a timorous Prifon tu procure 
miliiary Poft, ia order to keep himfrlf out of Dangei 
And to- fsncj a i«d Coat tb« futelt ProtedioO of Coa 
antict 



.^Saf*s FABLESv 



79 



niicc! Vvt tiunrbftvc Iwi^n thofu who )ia*c pUTcltsTvd i. 
^mmiirion h)' mvoid being iofultcd ; aiul liavc boeo- I'u lilly 
u to tbink CeunufS waa interwoven with a Salh, or tied 
ipinaCuckadp. But it uuuld nutLFumifsfurruch Otn- 
.icnKD to cwnluJL'r, that it h nut in tbc Pew^r of £icarli-t 
illolh to alter Nature; and thai.as it is «xpc£lctl u Soldier 
hould Ihew hiuifi-'lf a Muu ut Courage and Iiitr<-iiidity 
ipon all proper Uccalions, they may liy thi^ Mcuns nu-et 
u Difgracc' ihcy intended to avoid, ttiid up|iciir greiiU'r 
IRi tban ibey need to bare none. Huwcvvi-, it is nut in- 
uintuV FurtiliMle only, tkat l'eu|ilr arc tiabk' to- c\i>ur« 
bcmfclvcs, by alTuiiiii^ a Chnratlcr to which th«y arc not 
qual; but he whe puts on a bhew of Leaniin<;, of KuJi- 
iou, of a fuperior Capacity in uny Ri'fjiett; or, in fliort, 
f any Virtue or Knowledge to which he has no proper 
:itMa, it, aad will always be found to be. An jf/s m «' 
its'* Skin^ 



FAB. XLin. ne Frog and the Fox. 




A Frog, leaping out of the Lako, and taking the 

• *■ Advantage of a rifing Ground, made Prottama- 

ku to all the Bealls of the ForeA, that he was ati 

E 4 able 
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able Phyfician, and, for curing all Manner of Dlt 
..empers, would turn his Back to no Pcrfon living. 
This Difcourfc, uttered in a Parcel of hard, cramp 
Words, which nobody underftood, made the Bcafta 
admire his Learning, and give Credit to every Thing 
he faid. At la(t, the Fox, who was prefent, with 
Indignation aflced him, how he could have the Im- 
pudence, with ihofe thin Lantern-Jaws, that mea&:re 
pale Phyz, and blotched fpotted Body, to fet- up Tor 
one who was able to cure the Infirmities of others* 

The APPLICATION. 

A fickly, infirm Look, is as difadvantageout in a Phy* 
ician, as that of a Rake in a Clergyman, or a fliecpifh' 
one in a Soldier. If this Moral contains any Thing 
furtWr, it is, that we fhould not fet up for redifying 
Enormities in others, while we labour under the fame 
ouri'elves. Good Advice ought always to be Ibllcwed 
without our being prejudiced upon Account of the Per- 
fon from whom it comes: But it is feldom that Men 
can be brought to think us worth minding, when we 
prefer! be Cures for Maladies with which ourfelves aro 
int'e<fled. Vhijidany beal thijclf^ is too Scriptuml not to 
be applied upon fuch an Occafion; and, if we would 
avoid being the Jell of an Audience, we mud be found, 
Wind free from thofc Difeafes, of which we would endea- 
vour to cure others. How (liocked muil People have been 
to hear a Preac^her for a whole Hour declaim againfl 
Drunkennefs, when his own Infirmity has been fuch, that 
he could neither bear nor forbear Drinking; and perhaps 
«'as the only Perfon in the Congregation, who made tlie 
Dodliina at that Time neceffary ! Others too have been 
very zealous in exploding Crimes, for which none wero 
more fufpedted than themfelves: But, let fuch filly Hy- 
pocrites remember, that they whofe Fyes want couchinj;, 
are the mod improper People in the World to fet up fof 
Oculills. 



FASi 



^50P*s FABLES. 81 

TAB XLn Tic M Ol \ou<:Dog 




A C lU \ jvi I J hid » iJog wh ch was fo curft and 
•* miiol c o«n thnthewisf re I to fadcn j hcdvy 
Clo about hi ^«dc, to kctp h m from runnms it, 
and \ rrjnng People Tbis the vain Ciir took 1 ra 
Biilge of honouTaule DiftiBftion ind £re» fo mfo- 
Icnt upon 1 , rhat he looktd (k>\vn ith an Air of 
Scorn poatheopghbo r ngD js, a irf rcfuftd t > keep 
them Con pan) B t a flv old Po Jtr who ^\as one 
of the Gdnff afli red h m 1 he 1 d no R foi to 
vi! ic hunf«.lf upon Oe Tu uir 1 e \brt, fjicfiit WRs 
fixed upon h m rather be a Mark of D Igrace than of 
Honour* 

TAe APPLICATION. 

Some Toc^lc are fo. t-xcowlirig vain, and at tlie fama 
Time, fo ilull of Appi-t-Kciifioii, ihat tlii-.v.in«;qnet tv*.'iy 
Thiiij; by wliicU ihey Are tli;Uiiyu:llii'i!'"frc:m uiiipr.-i, -in 
tijpir wvB Favour, it' they liuiniy any WWkiielfcs in 
' Converfaliim, which are ajit to o.scite tin; ijni;^hT.i'r iif 
■4hctr Compiiiiy, ll]eymp,-ke no Scruple of nfcvibiiin -;; to 
-liieir Superiority, in 'Pwnt of "Wit. If want <if Sin It or 
- £i£edLQg (one of whichis ahvays the Calo) ilifiiuiVs thi^m 
E i W 
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They had not gone far, before a Bear came ruffling 
towardsthcraout of a Thicket; upon which, one being 
a light nimble Fellow, got up into a Tree 5 the other 
falimgflat UjX)n his Face, and holding his Breath, lay 
Hill, while the Bear came up and fmelled at him ; but 
that Creature, fuppofing him to be a dead Carcafe, 
went back again into the Wood, without doing him 
the lead Harm. When all was over, the Spark who 
had climbed the Tree came down to his Companion, 
and with a plcafant Smile a(ked him what the Bear 
faid to him; for, fays he, I took Notice that he clapt 
bis Mouth very clofe to your Ear. Why, replies the 
other, he charged me to lake Care for ihe future, not 
to put any ConHdeuce in fuch cowardly Rafcals as yoa 
are* 

The APPLICATION. 

Though nothing is more common than to hear People 
profefs Services of Friendlhip, where there is no Occaiion 
for them; yet fcarce any Thing is ib hard to be found as 
a true Friend, \yUo, will aifjil us in Time of Danger and 
Difficulty. AU the Declarations of Kindncfs which are 
made to an experienced Man, thougli accumpanicd by a 
Squeeze of the Hand, and aJTolcmn AOcveration, fhould 
leiive no greater lolprefTion upon his Mind, than the Whif- 
tling of the hollow Breeze which bruflies one*b Ear with 
an unmeaning Salute, and is prefently gone. He that 
fuccours our Neceflity by a well- timed Affiilancc} though 
it were not u/hered in by previous Compliments, will 
ever after be looked upon as our Friend and Proteftor ; 
and, in fo loucii a greater Degree, as the I'avuur was un- 
afked and unpromifed; as it was not ex to rtv'A by Impor- 
tunities on the one Side, nor led in by a nui»erous Attend- 
ance of Promifes on the other. Words are nothing, till 
they arc fulfilled by A^ons; and therefore wc fhould nol 
fuffcr ourfelvcs to be deluded by a vain Hope, and Reli- 
ance upon them. 



FAB. 
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FAB. XLVir. The Bald Knight. 




A" Certain Knight growing oltl, his Hairs ftll ofT, 
and he became WM; lo h"ide which Tmperfciftion, 
be wore a Periwig. But aa h^ wa" ridincr out with 
some others a Hunting, a -fudden Guft of Wind bk-w 
off the Periwig, and expofed his bald Pate. The Com- 
pany' ciiiM not forbear laughing nt the Accident; and 
lie nimfdf laughed as loud ai anv Body, faying, ITnw 
was it to be expeiled that I fhould ke«p ftrangc Hair 
iipOD my Headj wbtrn my own would not ftay Thvre i 

■ The APPLICATION. 

To be c&ptious, i$ net mor^uncsfy to ourfelyes, liian it 
is difogi'ceable to.otbers, A3 no Man it entirely Avithuut 
Fauh, a few Dcfe^, furrountlcil with a Guard ^^ jEOod 
Qualitiea, may pafa Muficr witll enough; but he wlifil'o 
Attention is always upon tic Catch for Ifitnelhiiig tu take 
Exception at, if ha had no other bad Quality, can nrver be 
acceptable. A captious Ttinpcr, like a little Lcavcii, fours 
^ whole Lump of Viiluu^; and make* us dlfrvlilh tbat, 
wnicli might othcrwifc be the innft grateful Converfatiuri. 
If. we would live cafy t« ourfclvei, and agrcvabtc to others. 
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we fliould b« fo far fcotn fcekinji Ocf afioni of bem^ UfPTv- 
that fometimes «c fbould ktthem pKfs unregftniln] when 
tbey come in our Way ;. or, if they are fo palpable tfaat «a 
cannot help taking Notice of them, weUioulddo well to 
rally tbomuff with ajcfiior diflulve [hem in good Humour. 
Some People takeafccretPlearure in nettling and fretting 
othera; and the more piudicablc tbey find.iUoaxvoifethii 
Quality upuD any unci tb* more does it whet and prompt 
their Inclimuiim todo it. But, a* ihis Tiilent'iivours Tome- 
tfaiaguf Ill-uaturt', it defervcs to be baffled and drfcatcd : 
Which one cannot do better,- than by reccivii^ all that is 
uttt^red At fuch a lime with a chet^ful Afpc^l, and an in- 
ftenHous, plearant, unalfeified Jttply, Nur is tire llxpedicnt' 
of tbe bald Kiii|:ht< unuorihy of our ImitUioo:: I^r if by. 
any. Word orA^nn, we hnppen to raife the Laughter-MF 
Ihofe about us, we cannot fliflc it fdoncr, or better, than, 
byabrift Prcfence of. Mind to jeib.in Mirth with the 
Curapany; and^ if poffible, to anticipate the Jell' nbicit 
•itother is ready to throw out upon the Occafion, 

FAB. XLVni: The Two P6ts, 




AN Earthen Pot, and one of Brafs, ftanding toge- 
ther upon the lUver'B Brink, were both earned 
jmy by the Flowing in of the Tide. The Earthg 
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Fot Aewed fome Uneafintft, as fearine he (hoiild be 
broken; btit htg Companion of Brafs biu him be under 
no Apprehenfion, for that he would take Care of him. 
O9 replies the other, keep as far off as ever you can^ 
I entreat you; it it you I am mod afraid of: For, 
whether tne Stream daflies you againft me, or me 
againftyou, I am fure to be the Sufferer; and there* 
fore, I beg of you^ do not let us come near one aMO- 
ther. 

The APPLICATION, 

A man of a moderate Fortune, who is contented with 
what he has, and finds he can live happily upon it, (lioiild 
take care not to hazard and cxpofe his Felicity by confort- 
iQg with the Great and the Powerful. Pcr>))le of equal 
Conditions may float down the Current of j^ife, with >ut 
hurting each other: But, it is a Point of fome Difficulty 
to Aeer one's Courfc in the Company of the Great, fo us 
to efcape without a Bulge. One would not chufe to have 
ene'i httle Country Box fituated in the Neighbourhood 
of a very great Alau; for whether I ignorant ly trefpafs 
upon him, or he knowingly encroaches upon me, I only 
am hke to be the Sufferer. I can neither 4»iiTertain nor 
play with him, npon his own Terms; for that which is 
Moderation and Diverfion to himg in me would he Extra- 
tagance and Ruin. 



• 
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FAB. ICLIX. The Peacock and the Crane. 




"*HP" Peacock antl the Cram, b) Chanc met tt» 
■ gLtUer in tht faiTiL Place The Peacock, ei-cA 
ii)^ int. ''all, difplavLil Ills gnudy Plimiiis, ind ii3i)kei 
with i^ iitenipt upon ihi. Cram, as f< mi. mean urdi 
nary Pijion. The <,ranv» rcfi^lvini: lo m«i'iify hi 
Iiiloicncc, took Occalion to fiv, ih.it Peiicocks wen 
very fl«c Birds ind^icl, it' line Fearhcn; ouUl m»k( 
them fo; but (hat he rhmKht it a muchnoblerThini 
to be able to riTe abowe the'Clmids, than to ririilahoui 
upuQ the Ground, anJ be gazed at by Children. 

77(if APPLICATION. 
It is very aKunI to flijilit ur infult iiiiollier upon hi 
wanting any Propor ty whicb wv-p'fl*!'s; tor he may, fo 
■uy 'I Ling we know , have as jtift I'uaron lo triumph ove 
*is, byiieing Miifter offomc gondQuuiity, ufivfaich near 
iiiCB|'ablc. Tut, in regard to the Fable befiire us, that wbic 
tlie Peacock value! > himfcif upoA, thcGlittcrftud Finervi 
Drefjj, is one of tb e moft trifling Coufi delations in Natiirf 
and what a Man c if Scnfe would be allmmed to reckon eve 
as tbe leail part uf i KIcrit. liuleed, Cbildica, and tbof* P« 
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[iti^who tliiiik much about Die fitmc I'itcli with thum, are 
a|it lobe Iftkon with ^'il^nilh and Tiiil'il: Itiit tljcyulio 
nuunino by tlic Scale of C'omition S>i?iifc, mull rinil t'omc:- 
iH^ot'Woight uiid Siibftuncc, U'liirp ihpyciiii be inrfuail- 
tiltuletaValue. TlicMtml, Vliich is<lorc<l with virtumit 
uilntional Sciitimcntii ; and [lie ])chavi<iiir, uliicli fpraks 
t'oniplaccncc aiicl Humility, fruiiip^ an Ktiimatu upon ihe 
I'oHL'flur, which uU Jtidiciou^ Spt'Ciutuis arci-eiidyloadniiro 
Diul acknovvledgr. liut it' tlierc be any Merit in an piii- 
bnjiilereil Coat, a Brocade Wiiificoat, a Shoe, u Stocking, 
w aSword-knot, llie Perfoii who wears thein hns the kaft 
Claim toil; let it beafcribi'd wbcre itjuftly belongs, to tlio 
fi'vcral Artifacs who wrought anil dil'pui'fd ihi; Malcriali 
olwbiehthey confift. This Moral is not intended loiiero- 
gatK any Thing (Vom the Magniliceuce of fine Clothes and 
[ich Lquipagcs, which, as Times nmlCircumfmnces rrtfuirc, 
maybeul'ed with Decency iiiid Propriety enough; Bulone 
i^anaut help bciti" cuncerncd, Iclt any Worth Ihould ba 
»ffixed to them more tban their own intriulic Value. 

FAB. L. The Oak and the Reed. 




AN Oak, which hung over the Bank of a River, 

*" was blown down by a violent Storm of Wind ; 

and as it was carried aion'g by the Strcatn, fomc of its 

Boughs 
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Boughs bruihed againft a Rced^ Avhicb grew near the 
Shore. This (Iruck the Oak with a Thoujgbt of 
Admiration ; and he could not forbear afking the 
Bced, how he came to Hand fo fecure and unhurt in < 
a Tempeft^ which had been 'furious enough to tear 
an Oak up bv the Roots ? Why, fays the Reed, I 
iecure myleif by putting on a Behaviour quite con- 
trary to what you do; indead of being ftuhbom anct 
ftiflf, andcontiding in my Strength, I yield and bend to 
the Bl aft, and let it so over me ; knowing how vaia 
and fruitlefs it would be to refift. 

J»e APPLICATION^ 

Though a tame SubmifTion to Injuries which it is in 
our Power to rcdrefs, be generally eftcemed u bafe iind 
a difhonourable Thing ; yet, to refill where there is no 
Probability^ or even Hopes of our getting the better,, 
may alfo be looked U|)on as the Et!b^t of a blind Teme- 
rity, and perhaps of a weak UnderAauding. The Strokes 
of FortttHe arc oftentimes as irrcfiftible as they arrfeverc; 
and he, who with an impatient rcludant Spirit iightsagfiinft 
her, inilead of allemting, does but double her Blows upon, 
himfelf, A Perfon of a quiet ilill Temper, whether it is^ 

given him by Nature, or acquired by Art, calmly compofes 
imfelf in the Midftof a Storm, fo as to elude the Shock,, 
or leceive il with the lead Detriment: Like a. prudent 
experienced Sailor, who is fwimmingto the Shore from a^ 
wrecked \''cflM in a fwelling Sea ;. "he does not oppofo the. 
Fury of the Waves, but iloops and gives Way, that they 
may toll over his Head without Obftrudlion.. The Doc- 
trine of abfolute SubmiiTion in all Cafes,, is an abfurd, 
dogmatical Precept, with nothing but Ignorance and Su- 
perftition to fupport it :: But, upon paiticular Occafions, 
and where it is impoifible for us to overcome, to fubmit. 
patiently is one of the moft roafonable Maxims iu.l4fe. 
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FAB. LI. The Fox and the Tyger. 




A Skilful Archer, coming intn the WondB, directed 
his ArrowB To fuccersfuHy, that he flew mnny 
wild Beatls, and purriiftl feviral others. This put 
the u'hnle Savage Kinil into a fL-arruI Cnnntriiaii'iii, 
aod oivie them fly to the mod reiireil Tliicktts for 
EefHCf. At lart, the Tyger rcfunied a Cmiraje: 
mnd Liddine them not to be iifraid, faki, that hft 
alone would engage iht* Enemy; telling llicni, ihty 
inieht depend upon bis Valour and Sircngth lo nviMcc 
their Wrongs. In the Midft of thefe fhrwts, while 
he wai ladling hinifclf with hU Tail, and karing up 
the Ground for An^cr, an Arrow pierced his Itib;, 
and hung by its barBi-d Point in his Side. He fci np 
an hideous and luud Hoar, dccafioned by the Anguifli 
which he frit, and endeavoured to draw out the pain- 
fiil Dart with his Tetth j when (he Fox approaching 
him, eoquired with in Air of Siirprife, who it was 
that could have Strength and Courage eno«igh to 
wound fo mighty and valoroui a BeaA I Ah I fay* the 
Tyger, I wu miftakcn in my Reckoning : It wm 
tut inviocible Maa yonder. 
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The APPLICATION., 

Thougli Strength and Courage are veiy good Ingredi^ 
ents towards the making us i'ecupe and i'orniidable in the 
World, yet, unlcfs there be a proper Portion ol' NYifdoin or 
Policy to dirc<5l them, inflead of being rorvicoable, they 
often prove detrimental to their Proprietors. A vafli fro- 
ward Man, who depends upon the Excellence of his own 
Parts and Accoinplifhinents, is likcwife apt to expofe a 
weak Side, which his Enemies might not othcrwifc have 
obferved ; and. gives an Advantage to othci's, by thafe\ery 
Means which he fancied would have fecured it to himfelf* 
Counfel and Condud always did, and always will govern 
the World ; and the Strong, in Spite of all their Force, 
can never avoid being Tools to the Crafty, Some Men 
are as much fuperior to others in Wifdom and Policy, as 
Man, in general, is above a Brute. Strength ill-concerted 
oppofed to them, is like a Quarter-Staff in the Hands of a 
huge, robuil, but bungling Fellow, who fights againft a 
Mailer of the Science. The latter, though without a 
Weapon, would have Skill and Addreis enough to difarm 
his Adverfary, and drub him with his own Staff. In a 
W^ord, fiivage Ficrcen^fs and brutal Strength rauft not 
pretend to lland in Competition with I'inefl'Q and Strata- 
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FAB, LIT, Tlie Lion and the Four Bulls. 




'OUR Bulls, which had iiUered iiu« a very finfl: 
J- . rnendflnp, kiptalwii\3 near one another, and 
' loselher The Lion often ^i\\ them, and laofien 
y^A a mmd to make one of tticmhisPrcy : But thougli 
"^ could eafily have fiibdued any of them finglv, ytt 
he was afraid to attack the whole Alliance, as know- 
ing they would have been too hard for him, and there- 
fore contented himftlf for the prcfeiil with keeping at 
a DiHance. At lad, perceiving no Attempt was to be 
made npon them as lontr as this Combination held, 
he took Occafion, by Wfiifpers and Hints, to foment 
Jealaufics and raife Divifions amone them, Tliis 
Stratagem fiiccecded fo well, that Ihc fi^ulls grew cold 
and rt'ferved towards one another, whichToon after 
ripened into a downright Hatred and Avcrfion ; and, 
at lafl, ended in a total Separation. The Lion had 
now obtained his Knds ; and, as impoflible as it was 
for him to hurt them while they were united, he found 
no Difficultv, now they were parted, to feize and de- 
Tonr every Bull of them, oae after another. 



jEsop's fables. 



The APPLICATION.^ 

Tbe Moral of this Fuble ii to well known Knd allowedi 
tliMt to go abuut to ciitightcn it, would be lifci- holding s 
Candle to tlie Sun. ^ Kingdom divided agmnjlitftlf cannot 
fiaitd; and as undifputed a Maxim as it is, was however 
tliougUt niK^eflary to bo ur^ to the Atlontton of Man- 
kind, by the bed Man that ever lived. And fincu Friend- 
Ihips and Alliances arc of fugreat Importance to our Well- 
being and liappinefs, we cannot be too often cautioned notr 
to let them be broken by Tale-bean- re and WhifpcrcrSj or 
any other Contrirance of our Enemies, ^* 

FAB. LIII. T/ie Crow and the Pitcher. 




A CROW, ready lo die with Thirft, flew with Joy 
to a Pilcher, which he beheld at fome DiiUnce. 
Whcnhecame, hefomid Water in it indeed, but fo 
nearthcBotlom, that with all his Stooping and Strain- 
ing, he was not able to reach it. Then be endea- 
voured to overtnm the Pitcher, that fo at lead be 
might be able to get a liuk of it. But bU Strength 
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was not fufficient for this. At lad^ feeing fome Peb- 
bles lie near the Place, he cad them one by one into 
the Pitcher ; and thus, by Decrees, raifed the Water 
up Co the veiy Brim, and fatisned his Thirlh 

The APPLICATION. 

Many Things which cannot be effected by Strength, or 
by the viilgar Way of enterprifing, may yet be brought 
about by foinc new and untried Means. A man uf Saga- 
city and Penetration, upon encountering a Difficulty or 
two, docs not immediately def pair* but it lie caimot fuc- 
cecd-one Way, employs his Wit and Ingenuity another; 
and, to avoid or get over an Impediment, makes no Scruple 
of (icpping out of the Path of his Forefathers. Since our 
liappinefis, next to the Uegulation of our Minds, depends 
altogeilicr upon our having and enjoying tho Corivcnien- 
cies of Life, why fhould we ftand u[)on Ceremony about 
the Mctliods of obtaining them, or pay any Deference to 
Antiquity upon that Score ? If almoll every Age had not 
exerted itfelf in fome new Improvements of its own, we 
fhould want a thoufai>d Arts, or at leall many Degrees of 
PerfeAion in every Art, which at prefent we are in Pof- 
feffion. of. The Invention of any Thing which is more 
conunodieus for the Mind or Body, than what they had 
before, ought to be embraced readily, and the Projedorof 
it diiUnguiibcd with a fuitable Encouragement. Such as 
the Ufe of the Compafs, for Example, from which Man- 
kind reaps fo much Ik-nctlt and Advantage, and which 
ivas not known to former Ages. When we follow the 
Steps of thofc who have gone Wfore us in the old beaten 
Track of Life, how do we ditfer from Horfes in a Team, 
which are linked to each other by a Chain or Harnefs, and 
move on in a dull heav}' Pace, to the Tune of their 
Leader's Bells? But the Man who enriches the prefent 
Fund of Knowledge with fome new and ufeful Improve* 
ment, like a happy Adventurer at Sea, difcovers, as it 
were, an unknown Land, and imports an additional Trade 
into his oum Country. 

FAB. 
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FAB. LIV. Tlie Forefter and (he Liod. 




THE Forcflcr meeting n ilh i Lion, one Day, tliey 
difcoHrfetl together for a while mthoiit clidV-riiig 
much ill Opinion. At lafl, a Dilptiie happening to 
arife about the Pointof Superiority between a Man and 
a Lion j the Man, wanting a better Arirunient, (Iiewett 
the Lion a Marble Monument, on which was placed 
the Statue of a Man llriding over a vanmiiflied Lion. 
If this, favB the Lion, is all yon have to fav for it, let 
Us be the Carvers, and Wewill make the Lion (Iridiiig 
over the Man. 

The APPLICATION. - 

Conteniling Parties arc very apt to appeal for the Truth 
to Itccords wrttti:n by tlicir nivii Siilr ; Liit nut)iiiij{ 
is more unfair, and at thv fame Time inflgnilicant aoi) 
uiiconvinciii!!. ■'5iich is lliu I'arlinlity of M»nkiiiJ in 
Favour of ijicmluUi^s and tlicir own A/iious, thtit it ii 
alinoft impullible. to come at any Cerltiioty by rcattiiii; 
ihc AccouiUs which aic written on on« Side ouly. ^^'« 
have 
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ve few or no Memoirs come down to us of what was 
iifa6lcd in the World during the Sovereignty of ancient 
iii#^ but what were written by thofe who had a Depen- 
Dcy upon it ; therefore it is no Wonder that they ap* 
iTy upon mod Occafions, to have been fo great and glo- 
'US a Natiom What their Contemporaries of other 
untries thought of them we cannot tell, otherwife than 
»ra their own Writers : It is not impoiTible but they 
ght have defcribcd them as a barbarous^ rapacious^ 
iacherouS) unpolite People ; who, upon their Conqued 
Greece f for fome Time, made as great Havoc and De- 
\id\on of the Arts and Sciences, as their Feilow-Plun* 
rers thle Got/at and Vandals did, afterwards, in Italy^ 
hat Monrters would our own Party-zealots make of each 
Iwr, if the Tran factions of the limes were to be handed 
wn to Pofterity by a warm hearty Man on either Side I 
ud,were fuch fteCords to furvivo two or three Centuries, 
itli what Perplexities and Diflioultios muft they embar- 
ifsayoung Hiftorian, as by turns he confulted them for 
le Charaders of liis great Forefathers ! If it fliould {o 
ippen, it were to be wiflicd this Application might bo 
i^ingat the feme Time; that young Readers, inflead of 
)ubting to which they (hould give their Credit, would 
>t fail to remember that This was the Work of a Man, 
kat of a LioiK 
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FAB. LV. The Satyr and the Traveller. 




A Satyr, as he was rangiiiff the Foreft in an ex- 
•*■ cceding cold fnowy SeSfon, met with a Tra- 
veller half-ftarved with the Extremity of the Wea- 
ther. He ttiok Compaflion on him, and kindly in- 
vited him Home, to a warm comfortable Cave he 
had in the Hollow of a. Rock, As foon as they 
had entered and fat down, noiwithllanding there 
was a good Fire in the Place, the chill Traveller 
could not forbear blowing his Fingers Ends. Upoa 
the Satyr's afkiiig him, why he diufo ; he anfwered,- 
That he did it to warm his Hands. The honeft 
Sylvan having fecn little of the World, admired a 
Man who was Mafter of fo valuable a Quality at 
that of blowing Heat, and therefore was refolved to 
entertain him in the beft Manner he could. He 
fpread the Table before him with dried Fruits of fe- 
veral Sorts; and produced a Remnant of cold cor- 
dial Wme, whtcbj as the Rigour of the Scafoa 
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made very proper, he mulled with fonie warm Spicesi 
infiifed over the Fire, and prefented to his (hivering 
Gueft. But this the Traveller thought fit to blow 
likewife; and upon the Satyr's demanding a Reafon 
why he blowed again, he replied, To cool his Difli. 
This fecond Anfwer provoked the Satyr's Indignation, 
as much as the (irft had kindled his Surprife : So, 
taking the Man by the Shoulder, he ihruft him out 
of Doors, faying, He would have nothing to do with 
a Wretch who had fo vile a Quality as to blow Hot 
and Cold with the fame Mouth, 



The APPLICATION. 

Thoiijih the poor Traveller in the Fable was not guilty 
of any real Crime in what he diil, yet one cannot help ap- 
proving the honed Simplicity of the Satyr, who could not 
^>e rcconciled-to fuch Double-dealing. In the moral Senfe 
of the I'^^ble, nothing can be more offenlive to one of a 
focere Heart, than he that blows with a different Breath 
from the fame Mouth ; who flatters a Man to his Face, 
and reviles hitn behind his Back. Some again, jufl like 
this Man, to fei*ve a prefent View, will blow nothing but 
what is warm, benevolent and cherifliing; and when they 
bave • raifod the Expe^ations of a Dependant to a Degree 
which they think may prove troublefomc, can, with put- 
ting on a cold Air, eafily chill and blaft-all his blooming 
Hopes. But fuch a Temper, whether it proceeds from a 
defigned or natural Levity, is deteflable, and has been the 
Caufe of much Trouble and "Mortitication to many a brave 
deferviiig Man. Unlefs the Tenor of a Man's Life be al- 
u&ys true and confident with itfcif, the lefs one has. to do 
with bim the better. 
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FAB. LVI. Hercules and the Carter. 




A S a clowniOi Fellow was driving his Cart along a 
^^ deep miry Lane, the Wheels fiiick fo faft in Sie 
Clay, that the Horfes could notdrawthem out. Upon 
this he fell a bawling and praying to Hercules to come 
and help him. //(^rrw/tsJooking down from a Cloud, 
bid him not lie there, like an idle Rafcal as he was, but 
. get up andwhip his Horfes (loutly, and clap hisShoul- 
der to the Wheel ; adding, That this was the only Way 
for him to obtain his Alliance, 

r^e APPLICATION. 

This Fable Ihews us bow vain and ilt-grounded tb' 
Expeflotions of thofe People are, wijo imagine they can 
obtain whatever ihpy want by imporiuning Hei^vtii 
with their Prayers; tor it is fo agreeable to the Natart 
of the Divine Beii^, (o be beher pleafed with virtuous 
Acii'.ns and an honeft Indnftry, than idle Prayers, ibat 
it is a Sort of Blafphciny to foy otherwifei Thcfe vretf 
tb« 
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the Sentiments of honeft good Heathens, who were Stran- 
gers to all revealed Religion: But it is not ilrange that 
they fhould einbiaee ana propagate luch a Notion-, (incer 
it is no other than the Didate of common lleafonr What 
is both ftrange in itfelf^ and iurpri-ling how it could be 
made fo ^(hionable, is, that mod of thofe whofe lleafon 
fiiould be enlightened by Revelation, are very H])t to be 
guilty of this Stupidity, and by praying oflen for tbt* Com-' 
Ibrts of Life, to neg e<rt that Bunnef:) which is the proper 
Means of procuring them. How fuch a raiilakexv Devo* 
tion came to prevail, one cannot imagine, uuleis from one 
of thefe two Motives ; either that People, by fuch a Veil 
of Hypochfy^ woukl pafs themfclve« upon Mankind for 
better than they really are; or are influenced by unfkil-* 
lul Prenchers (which is fometrmes, indeed too often, the 
Cafe) to mind the World as little as pofliblet ereD to the 
Negled of their necelTary Callings. No Quellion but it 
is a great Sin for a Man to £ail in his Trade or Oecupa* 
. tion, by running often to Prayers ; it being a Demonftra* 
tion in itfelf, though the Scripture had never faid it^ that 
we pleafe God moil, when we are doing the moH Good : 
And how can we do more Good^ than by a fober honeft 
Induilry, to provide for thoje of our own Hovfekoldy. and to 
endeavour to have to give to tkemthat needetk* The Man 
who is virtuoufly and honeftly engaged, is av^ually ferving 
God all the while; and is more likely to have hht filent 
Wifhes, accompanied with ftrenuous Endeavours, complied 
with by the Supreme Being, than he who begs with a fruit- 
lefs Vehemence, and folicits with an empty Hand: A 
Hand, which would be more religious were itufefully em^ 
ployed, and more devout, were it ilretched forth to d% 
good to thofe that want it* 
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FAB. LVn. Tke Man and his Goof©, 




A Certain Man had a Goofe, which laid him a. gaU 
• ilea Egg every Day. But, not contented wilh 
ihis, which rather increafedthanahatcd his Avarice, he 
wai rcfolved to kill the goofe, and cut up her Belly, 
that fo he might come to the inexhauftible Treafuie, 
which he fanaied fhe had within her. He did fo; and 
to his great Sorrow and Dirappoinlment, ^und bo- 
thiDg. 

The APPLICATION. 

Ttiey irho arc of Cuch crating impatient Tfra^n, 

that they cannot live contented when Fonnne had blefled 

tiiem with a confiant aad contiuued Sufficiency, deftrte 

even to be deprived of what they have. And this hai 

hteo the Caie of maoy ambitious and covetoua Men, 

who by making an £9ay to grow very nc:h at once, have 

Biifled wbat they aimed at, and loll w£titthey bad before. 

But tbis comes (9 near the Senfe of &9 fourth. Fable, 

that the fame Applicalion may very wellftwe for botb. 

If any Thing farther can be couched in this, it may pof- 

. £hly be intended to lixw ju the Uiirealioiiablcsefs and 

lacoit- 
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iconvenlonru of being fulicitous abuiit vthat may hap[)cii 
ireaftcr, and wanting to pry into the Womb of futurity, 
rhich it' wc could «to,ulUefhod<Jg(.-t forotir I'ains would 
t, to ipoik eur Pkut'urfS by Aiitici[iittion, antt ilouble our 
lt&fortiMics.i»7 a{li-evioustk'iile ami A|ipi'phrn lion ol tlicm. 
liere are foaie Thin;E;s that entertain ajxl doJiiflit us vory 
gw^ably while wc vinv tb*-iu at a |iro[>i:r DiiiuiKc ; whicli, 
erhaps^ wouki Hot Itaiid the 'lull ut a toO' ncur liil^jvi-tioii. 
teaiuy, being only ilie r.\ti-rimJ form of a 'I'liiiig wbicli 
tnks» tli« Eye >d a plvuTuig >laiiui.T, ia a very tliin gtolly 
leing^ and like Ibaie nice I'ajnting of a peculiar Coni|M- 
ition, will not well bear even tu be bruaclicd on : To |>rc- 
iirte our good Opinion of it, we inuft not apiiiiuicti 
Bo cbslb ; for if, like tlie AJaa ia the Fabk', we. have a 
Mind' t« fi.-arcfa for a Treaf^re within, we muy nut only 
Ul of OUT Expeaacions there, but even lofe tiie confiaui 
Rklilh we enjoyed from, a reuotci; Cuotemplatioii, 



FAB. LVIII. TV Wanton Calf. 




A CALF, fial! of Play and Wantonners, feeing the 

•^ Ox at Plough, couid not forbear infiilling Tiim. 

rt^hat a forr};, poor Drudce art thou, fays be, to bear 

. ^4 that 
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that heavy Yoke upon your Neck, and go alt Bfey 
drawing a Plough at your Tail, to turn up the Ground 
for your Mafter ! But you are a wretched dull Slave, 
and know no better, or elfe you would not do it» 
See what a happy Life I lead ; I go juft where I 
pleafe; fometimes I lie down under the cool Shade; 
fometimes friflc about in the open Sunihinej and, 
when I pleafe, flake my Thirft in the clear fweet 
Brook; but you, if you were to perifli, have not fo 
much as a little dirty Water to refrefli you. The Ox, 
not at all moved with what was faid, went quietly 
and calmly on with his Work ; and, in the Even- 
ing, was unyoked and turned loofe. Soon after which 
he faw the Calf taken out of the Field, and delivered 
into the Hands of a Prieft, who immediately led him 
to, the Altar, and prepared to facrifice him. tlis Hqad 
was hung round with Fillets of Flowers, and the fatal 
Knife was juft going to be applied to his Throat, when 
the Ox drew near and whifpered him to this Purpofe; 
Behold the End of your Inlblence and Arrogance; it 
was for this only you were fuifered to live at all; and 
pray, now. Friend^ whofe Condition is heR> yours or 
mine? 

The APPLICATION. 

To infiilt People in Diftrefs^ is the Property of a cnieV 
indifcreet, and giddy Temper j for as the Proceedings of 
Fortune are very irregular and uncertain, we may, the 
next Turn of the Wheel, be thrown down to their 
Condition, and they exalted to oiurs^ We are likewife 
given to underlland by this Fable, what the Confc- 
quence of an idle Life generally is, and how well fa- 
tisfied laborious, diligent Men are, .in the End, when 
they come quietly to enjoy the Fruits of their Induilry. 
They who by little Tricks and Sharpings, or by op(Ai 
yiolence and Robbery, live in a high expenfive Wa)v 
often in their Hearts at leail, defpife the poor honcft Mail,, 
who is contented with the virtuous Produ^ of his daily 
Labour, and patiently fubmitu to bis Defliny. But bow 

often 
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n is llie poor Man comforted, by feeing thefe waiiion 
Villains led in Triumph to the AkUr of Juflice, while he. 
lias Many a cheerful Summer's Morning to enjoy Abroad, 
Md many a hjng Winter's EM'ning to indulge hintfclf in 
alHomc, by a qiii"t Hearth, and under an uncnvied Roof; 
Blel^iigs, which ofien aitenda fober indulirious Man, lh»' 
tJie Idle and the Profligate ai« utter Strangers to them. 
Luxury and intemperance, bi>f]uea tlicir being certain to 
fturten a Man's Uays, are very apt not only to engage 
Prople with their feeniing Charms into a debauched Lite, 
utterly prejiidical to their Health, but to malic them ha\« 
aContempt for utlier*, wtiofe got^d Senic and tru^ Tafle of 
Happinefs iufpire them with an Averlion to Idlcnefs anj^ 
Effeminacy, and put them upon hardening their Confti— 
tution by innocent lixei'cifn und laudable Kniployment. 
How many do Ulutlony and Sloth tumble into an untime- 
ly Grave ; while the Temperate and the Aflive drink fobcr 
Draughts of Life, and fpin out their Thread to the moft 
deCrable Length. 

FAB. LIX. The Leopard and the Fox. 




THK Leopard, one Day, took ■ it into his Head lo 
value himrelf upon the great Varrctv and Beauty 
«f his Spots, iind truly he faw no Realbn why evin 
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the Lion fliould take Place of him, llnce fee e6iiM tt^ 
ftew fo beautiful a Skin. As for the reft of the wiW 
Seafts of the Forcft, he treated them atl, without 
iii'ftmftion^ in the mod haughty, difdainful Manner, 
fiut the Fox, being aiaong them, went up to him 
\|vith a great deal of Spirit and Refolution, and told 
feim, That he was mirtaken in the Value he wa» 
^►leafed to fet upon himfelf;. fince People of Judgment 
iKrcire not ufed to form their Opinion of Merit from 
*ri Outfide Appearance, but by confidering the good 
Cli!»alities and Endowments with which the Mind watf; 
ftdred withih.. 

The APPLICATION. 

How miich more heavenly and powerful would BeliUty 
grove, if it w^re hot fd frequently impaired by the Afe 
fedlatidn aiid Coneeitednefs of its Poflefl'jr? tf fom^ 
Wbihen. were but jAi modeft and unafUiming as they ato 
haiidfoniej Ihey miiht co^ttiand thje HearU of all that 
tehold them, fliit Nature feertied to forefee, and has pro- 
vided asainil JTiich an thcbhvtnience, by temperihg iti 
creiateft Mafter-pieces M'ith il due Proportion of Pride atotl 
Vanity : iSo that their Power, depending upon- the Du* 
hition of their lieauty only^ is like to bfe but of h fhort 
jGontihuance ; whith,'wIiiDiithey happen to prbvo Tyr^mts,^ 
is no fmali Comfort to tts ; and then> eveh while it lafts,. 
Will abat6 ittuch ibf its Seventy by the Allay of tiiofe twt* 
prevailii^ ihg^re^iisnts. \yife Men are ehieHy captivated 
yith the Charms of tkc Mind;. lEuid whewiver they ard 
infatuated with aPaifrou for afty Thing ellfe, it is generally 
^bierved that they ceaie, duriAg t^iat Time at lieaft, to be 
'^hat they wierfe; and are indeed looked upoiit^ be oiily 
l^layii^ the Pool. If the Fair Ones wte have beeaf]>oakii)j| 
of have a true AfceAdant over them, they will oMige them 
to . diveil Jthe'rhfelves of Common Senfe, and to t^ a«^ 
aVft ridicuiodily, before they can think them worthy of tha 
^eaft Regard. Sho|ild one of thefi» fine Creatures be ad^ 
liireflfed io the Words of J«j^ 

''-Mr 
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"Tit9ot a Set tf Features, or Ctmjtltxmn, 
The 'i'uietttrt <ff a Skin, that 1 admire. 
Jieanty Jhon grvxs familiar to tie Lmer, 
Fade* in iu Hgr, and palU upon the Senje. 
The rirtuout Alarcia tuveri abme her itx 
True, file U far, iih. Aim diriiiely fair / 
Bui jiill lie iiitflj) Maid imprtnm ier Charms 
With ikicarfl Creatiieft, unaffetted H'ifiiom, 

And SaiiSity of Matwers. 

"ne Man th»t lliould venture the Succcfti of a. Arong 
Pallion, upon ihp Cunftructiim llie would put upon fuch 
tt Cmopliiuciit, miclit have ncalbn lo ri'iivnt «f hii Cou- 



FAB. LX. The Cat and (he Fox. 




AS the Cat agd tKe Fox were talking Politics to- 
gether, on a Time, in the Middle of a Forift, 
Rtyhord faid, Let Things turn out ever fo had, he 
did not care> for he had a thoufand Tricks for them 
ret, before they Oionlit hurt him : Bui pray, fav» 
If, Mrs. Pufg, fuppofc there fiiotild be an Invafion, 
nhw Courfe do youdefign to take? Mav, i»\» ihe 
Fo Cut, 



i; 
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Cat, I have but one Shift for ity anrf if that won't io^ 
I am undone. I am forry for yoti, replies Reynardy 
with all my Heart, and would gladly furnifti y.ou with 
one or two of mine, t)at indeed, Neighbour,, as Times 
go, it is not good to truft ; we miift even be every 
one for himfelf, as the Saying is, ami fo yonr hinnble- 
Servant. Thcfc Words were fcarce out of his-Mouthy 
when they were ?>Iarmcd with a Pack of Hounds^ 
that came upon ihem full Cry. The Cat, by the 
help of her fingle Shift, ran up a Tree, and fat fe- 
curely among the top Branches; from whence (he 
beheld Reynard^ who had not been able to get out of 
Sight, overtaken with hi& thoufand Tricks, and tornr 
in as many Pieces by the Dogs which had furrounded 
him. ^ 

The APPLICATION. 

A Man tlvat fets up for more Cunning than the Rail of 
Jbis Neighbours, is gencFally a filly Fellow at the- Bottom. 
Whoever is Mafter of a little Judgment and Infight into 
Things, let him keep them to himfelf,. and make Ufe of 
them as he fees Occafion ; but he fhould not be teizing 
others with an idle and impertinent Dftentation ©f tbem^ 
One good difcreet Expedient made Ufa of upon an Emer-* 
gepcy, wili do a Man more real Service, and* make others 
think letter of him, than to have pafled all along for a 
Ihrewd crafty Knave, and be bubbled at laft. When any 
one has been fuch a Coxcomb as to infult his Acquaint- 
aFice, by pretending to more Policy and- Stsats^em than^ 
the Reft of Mankiiid, they are apt to wifli for fame Dif- 
ficulty for him to (hew his Skill in ; where, if he fhould i 
mifcarry, (as ten to one but he does) his Misfortune, in- 
flead of Pity, is fure to be attended with Laughter, lie 
that fets up for a Biter, as thtt Phrafc is, b«ing generally 
intent upon his Prey, or vain of fhewing his Art, fre- 
4]uently expofes himfelf to the Traps of one fharper than 
^iiimfelf, and incurs the Ridicule of thofe whom he de* 
i^ped to make ridiculous. 

FAB. 
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FAB LXI nic Partridge and (he Cocks 




A Certain Man, having taken a Partridge, pluckctl 
fonipof the Feathers out of il3 Wings, aiiti turned 
it into B little Yard, where he kept Game-Cocks. 
Tbe Cocks, for a while, made the poor Bird lead 
a fad Life, continually pecking and driving; it away 
from the Meat. This Treatment was taken the more 
tinkindly, becaiife ofleretl to a Stranger; and the 
Partridge could not bnl conclude them the mod inhof- 
pitable, uncivil People, he had ever met with. Btit, 
at lad obferving how frequently they quarrelled and 
fought with each other, he comforted himfelf with 
tliig RefieSion, That it was no Wonder they were fo 
cruel to him, iince there was fu much Bickering and 
Animofity among themfelvcs. 

The APPLICATION. 

^is Fable cnmes Home to ourfelves. We of tl>is 

Ifland having always been looked upon as cruet to Stran- 

eera. Whether there is any Thing in the Manner vi our 

Situalton, ts aa lUond, which confequeotly can be do 

Thorough- 
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Thorouglifare to other Countries, and fo is not made Vfe 
of by Strangers upon tbat Account, which makes us thus 
fliy and uncivil ; or, whether it be a Jealoufy upon Account, 
of our Liberties, which puts us upon being fufpicious mf^ 
and unwilling to harbour any that are hot Me«nbers of the 
-fame CommaQity, perhaps it would hot be eafy to deter* 
mine. But that it is fo m Fad is too notorious to be de- 
nied ; and probably can be accotXnted for do better Way, 
than from the natural Bent of our Temper, as it proceeds 
from fomelhing peculiar to our Air and Climate, It ha« 
been affirmed. That there is not in the whole World ke^ 
fides a Breed of Cocks and Dvgs, fo fierce and ineapabfe 
of yielding as that of ours; but that either d them, car- 
ried into ibreign Countries, would degenerate in a few 
Years. Why may not the fame be true of our Men ? But 
if Strangers £nd any Inconvenience in this, tber<$ is a 
comfortable Conlideration to balance it on the otberi^ide, 
which is, 'I hat there are no People under the *fjuu fo 
much ^ivcn to Divifion and Contention among tJiem<- 
fulves as we arc. Can a Stranger think it hard to be looked 
iiipon with fonie Shynefs, wtien he beholds how little we 
f|)ai*e one another? Was ever any Foreigner, merely for 
being a Foreigner, treated with half that Malice and Bit* 

' ternefs, wliich difl'ering Parties cxprefs towards eack 
other? One would wrUingly believe that this proceeds, 
in the main, on both Sides, from a palTionate Concern ibr 
our Liberties and Well-being; for there is nothing elfe 
iivhioh canfo well excuie it. But it cannot be denied that 
our Averlion, notwith (landing our being a trading Na* 
tion, to have any Intereourfe with Strangers, is fo great, 
that when wc want other Objefts for our Churliflijoefs, w\e 
^aife them up among ourfelves ; and there is^ fometimcfi, 
as great a Strai^enefs kept up between one County and 
another here, as IShere is ^between two diflind Kingdoms 
abroad. One cannot fo niuch woi.der at the conftant 
Hodilities which are obferved iictween the InhabitantiS of 
South and North Britamy of WaAet and Irel^nid^ amon^ 

. one another; when a York/hire Man iliall be looked upoii 
as a Foreigner by a Native of Norfolk s ^xnl b^oth be taken 
for outlandilh Intruders, by one Xha$ Jb»pJpfin^ to be boiia 
within the Bilk of jMortftlitj. 
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FAB. LXII. The Hunted Beaver. 




TT 18 faid that a Beaver (a Creature that lives 
*■ chiefly in the Water) {las a certain Part about 
him, which is good in Pbyfic, and that, upon this 
Account, he is often hunted down and killea. Once 
upon aTime, as one of thefe Creatures was hard pur- 
fued by the Dogs, and knew not how to efcapc, re- 
colledttng wilh hinifelf the Reafon of his btiii^ thus 
perfecuied, with a great Rtfolution and Prefence of 
Mind, he bit off the Part which his Hunters wanted, 
' and throwing it towards thctn, by thefe Means efcaped 
with bis Life. 



The APPLICATION. 

However it ii among Beafts. there are few Huraan- 
Creatures but what are hUDted for fometLiug elfc, beGiles 
-■either their Lives', or the Plea/ure of hunting (faem. I'iie 
: Inqnililioii would harifly be fo keen agaiDll the Jans, if 
tli^ had not femettuDg helonging to them wbich their 
" ' ' " smiiLon >iaJua,t>le^Wtb6if5ouW; which 
wbeneYftt 
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whenever that wife, but obftinalc People, can prevail witb 
thcmrclves tu i)urt uitb, there h an Litil of ths Cbafe, 
for that Time. Indeed, when Lile is purlued, and in 
I^anger, whoever value* Jl, lliuuld giie up tvery Thing 
bnt his Honour to preferve it. And, wliuii a difcardc4 
Minillcr itf prorecuted for having damagt'd the Common- 
wealth, let him but tbrow dowii ibme of the Fruits of his 
Iniquity to the Hunters, and one may L'ngege for his 
coming oS, in other Helped, with a whole Skiii. 

FAB. LXriI. The Thunny and the Dolphin. 




A Fifti called aThunpy, being jiurftieil by a Dol- 
^^ phin, anil driven with great Violence, not 
minJitig which Way he wait, was thrown by the 
Force of the Waves upon a Rock, and left there. 
His Death was now inevitable; but, caftlng hiB 
Eyes on one Side, and feeing the D^iltphin in the 
fame Condition, lie gafping by him. Well, fays he, 
I muft die, it is true ; but I die wi^h Pleafiire, when 
I behold him who is the Caufe of it involvt^ in the 
fcmcFate. f'%r.-- 
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The APPLICATION. 
Ite»eiigp, though a. blind, mifchievous Padion, is yet a 
?ery fwcet Thing: So I'wtPt, that it can even footh the 
Pangs and reconcile us to the lliUerncra of Di-ath, Aiid 
indeed, it mult be a Temper highly philoCopliical, that could 
be driven out of Life, by any lyruiinical unjull Procedure, 
and nut be touched with a SeiU'cuiPlcafure lo fee the Au- 
thor of it fplitting upon the fame Rock. When this is 
allowed, and it is farther confulered how cafily the Re- 
venge of the raeanelt I'erfoa may be exscuted uponeven tho 
higbcd, it fhould, methiuks, keep People upon their Guard, 
and prevail with them not to perfeeute or be injurious lo 
any one. The moral Turpitude of doing wrong is fuffieitnt 
to influence every brave honeft Man, and to fecure hiia 
from harbouring even the leall Thought of it in bis Breafl. 
Bnt the Knave and Coward lliould weigh the.^ rcfent Argu- 
ment, and before they attempt the Icafl Injury, be afTured 
nf this Truth, That nothing is mi>rc f» eet, nur fcaico any 
Thing fo eafy lo compafs as Beveu'ge. 



FAB. LXIV. The Hawk and the Nightingale. 




A Nightingale. ;£{t)nr all alone among the fhad^ 
■^^ Branches OT'im Oak, fung with fo melodious -^ 
and fhrill a Pipe, that ihe made the Woods ef ho , 
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ajain^ and alarmed a hungry Hawk^ who was at Ibm^ 
JDi fiance off, watching for hi^ Prey ; he had no hontt 
difcovered the little Mufician, but making a Stoop at 
the Place, he feized her with his crooked Taloiis, and 
bid her prepare for Death. Ah ! fays fhe, for Mercy's 
Sake, don't do fo barbarous a Thing, and fo un- 
becoming yourfelf; coniider, I never did you any 
Wrong, and am but a poor fmall Morfel for fuch i 
Stomach as yours; rather attack fome larger Fowl, 
which may bring you more Credit, and abcttei? Meal," 
and let me go. Ay ! fays the Hawk, perfuadc me to 
It if you can: I have been upon the Watch all the 
Day long, and have not met with one Bit of any 
Thmg, tdl I caught you ; and now you would have 
me let you go, in Hopes of fomething better^ would 
you ? Pray, who would be the Fool then ? ' V 



The APPLICATION. 

They who negled the Opportunity of leaping a fmalt 

Advantage in Hopes they /hall obtain a better, are fisur 

fVom adling upon a reaibnabfe and well ad\'ifjBd j^oun- 

dation. The Figure of Time is always drawn with a' 

fingle Lock of Hair hanging over his Forehead, and the 

Back Part of his Head bald ; to put us in Mind, that 

we fliould be fure to lay hold of an Occafjon when \i 

prcfents itfelf to irs; left afterwards wo repeut us of our 

Omiflion and Folly, and would recover it when it is too 

late. It is a very weak Realon to give for our Mefufal of 

an Offer of Kindnefs, that we do it becaufe we defire or 

deferve a better; for it is Time enough to rclinquifh 

the fmall Atfair, when the great one comes, if ever it 

does come. But, fuppofing it fliould not, how can we 

forgive ourfclvcs for letting any Thing flip tlTrough our 

Hand, by vainly gaping after fomething elfe, which 

we never could obtain? He who has not been guilty of 

any* of thcfe Kinds of Errors, however poorly "he may 

,i^on^<^ off at lall, has only the Malice of Fortune, or of 

^iiebod)' elfc, to charge with \iia vVV Succcf* ; and maj 
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i})p)flud bimfclf witk foroe Comfort, in ncvur h&viug loll 
tn Opportunity, though ever To fmull, of bettering and: 
improving bis Circuni Dunces. Unthinking People have 
oftentimes {lie Unliiipiiinclii ti> frei iind tc^xe tbemfulves 
with RctrofiiefU of iliis KitiJ; wliich tliey, whu attend to 
the Bulinefs of Lite as ihey ou^lit, never have Uccariun 
to inakc. 



FAB. LXV. Tlie Fox ivilhout a Tail. 




A FOX being caught in a Steel Trap, by his 
_- Tail, was elad to compound for his Efcape 
with the Lnfs of it; but upon coniitig abro:iil into 
the World, besian to be fo fenfibie oT the DifErace 
fuch a DefeS would bring upon him, that he afnioft 
wiftied he had died, rather than left it behind him. 
However, to make the bed of a bad Matter, he 
formed a Prujeit in his Head, to call ati AfTembly 
of the reft of the Foxes, and propofe it for thrit Imi- 
tation, as a Pafliion which would be very agrp^ble 
and becoming. He did fo; aod mulLC %\o'&%^Ajv- 
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rangue upon the Unprofitabknefs of Tails in generat|. 
and endeavoured chiefly to (liew the Awkwardnefs and 
Inconvenience of a Fox's Tail in particular f adding, 
that it would be both more gracetui, and more expe- 
ditious, to be altogether without them ; and that for 
his Part, what he had only imagined and conjeftured 
before, he now found by Experience; for that he never 
enjoyed himfelf fo well, and found himfelf fo eafy, 
as he had done fince he cut off his TaiL He faid no 
more, but looked about with a brifk Air, to fee whal 
Profelytes he had gained; when a fly old Thief in the 
Company, who undtrftood Trap, anfwered him> with 
a Leer, I believe you may have found a Conveniency 
in parting with your Tail, and when we are i& the 
fame Circumftances, perhaps we may do fo too> 

The APPLICATION. 

If Men ^ere but generally as prudent as Eoxec, thcy 
ivould not fuffer fo many (illy Fafhions to obtain, as are 
daily brought in Vogue, for which fcarce any Ueafon can 
be affigned bcfidcs the Iltimour of fome conceited vaio 
Creature; unlefs, which i« full as bad, they are intended 
to palliate fome Defe<^t in the Perfon ikat introducei 
them. The PeUicoat of a whole Sex has been fomctiraef^ 
fwelled to fuch a prodigious Extent, to fcreen an Enor- 
mity, of which only one of them has beeii guilty. And 
it is no Wonder thai Alexander the Great could bring a wry 
Neck into Fafliion in a Nation of Slaves, when wc confi- 
der what Power of this Nature fome little intignificant 
dapper Fellows have had among a free People. 
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FAB LXVI TIte Old Man and Death 




A Poor feeble old Man who had era vied out n o 4 
^^ ne ghbo ng Wood o ga he a fe S cks had 
made up his Bundle, and laving it over hi!> Shoulders, 
was tnidging homeward with it ; but, what with Age, 
and the Length of the Way, and the Weight of his 
Burden, he grew fo faint and weak, that he funk 
under it; and, as he fat on the Ground, called upoa 
Death to come, once for all, and eafe him of his 
Troubles. Death no fooner heard him, but be came 
and demanded of him what he wanted. The poor old . 
Creature, who little thought Dcaih had been fa near, 
and frighted almolt out of his Senies with his terrible 
AfpeA, anfwered him trembling, That having by 
Chance let his Bundle of Sticks fall, and being too 
iafirm to get it up himfelf, he had made bold to call 
upon him to help him; that indeed, this waB all he 
wanted at prefent; and'that he hoped his Worfhip 
WM not onraded with him for the Liberty be bad 
taken in fo doiiigt 
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T/ie APPLICATION. 



Tills Fable give 



& lively Rpprrrcntfftion of thege* 



neral Behaviour of Mankind towards tlmt grim Kingof 
Terrors, Death. Such Liberties do they take with hitii 
behind his Back, that upon every little crors Accident 
which happens in tlieir Way, Death is immediately called 
upon; and they even wilh il mii<ht be lawful for tbem to 
fiiiilh by their own Hands a Lifo fu odious, fu perpetually 
tormenting and vexatious. When, let but Death only 
ofler to make his Appearance, and the very Serile of his 
near Approach al mult does the Burincfs: dh,lhcn all they 
want is a little lunger Life ; and llicy would be glad to 
come off fo well as to have their old UurdeiUaid upon their 
Shoulders again. One may well conclude what an utter 
Averfion they, who are in Youth, Ilealih, and Vigor of 
Body, have to Dying, when Age, Poverty, and Wretch- 
edncfa, are not fuflicicnt to reconcile us to the I'hought. 

. FAB. LXVir. The Lion in Love. 




'T'HE Lion, by Chance, faw a fair Maid, the Fo- 
-* refter's Daughter,, as (he was trippiiig over i 
^awfl, and fcH in Love with her. ii*y, m violent 
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IS his PaflSon, that he could not live unlefs he 
ade her his own; fo that without any more Delay, 
i^roke his Mind to the Father^ and demanded the 
amfd for his Wife. The Man, as odd as the Pro- 
ifal feemed at firft, yet foon recollefted, that by com- 
ying, he might get the Lion into his Power; but^ 
f reftiGng him, fhou!d only exafperate and provoke 
is Rage. Therefore he confented; but told him it 
luft be upon thefe Conditions: That confidering the 
rirl was young and tender, he muft agree to let his 
eeth be plucked out, and his Claws cut off, left he 
loold hurt her, or at leaft frighten her with the Ap-. 
rehenfion of them. The Lion was too much in 
iove to hefitate ; but was no fooner deprived of his 
i'eeth and Claws, than the treacherous Forefter at- 
acked him with a huge Club, and knocked his Brains 
)ut 

The APPLICATION. 

Of all the ill Confequenoes that may attend that blind 
PaflioD, Loye,^ feldom any prove fo fatal as that on^ 
of its drawing People into a fudden and ill-concerted 
Marriage, They commit a rafli Adion in the Midil 
i>f a Fit of Madnefs, of which, as foon as they come 
(o themfelves, they may find Roafon to repent as long 
*8 they live. Many an unthinking young Fellow has 
^^n treated us much like a^M|ge in this Refpedi, as 
^h^ Lion in the Fable. ^iMKL P^^haps, had no- 
tbiag valuable belonging to huB^^uthis Eftate, and 
^e VTritings which made his Title to it; and if he is 
^0 far captivated, as Jto be peifuaded to part with thefe, 
"i> Teeth *nd his.Claws are gone, and he lies entirely 
^^ the Mercy of Madam and her Relations. All th^ 
Favour be is to exped after this, is from the accidental 
^ooidnefs of the Fatirily he falls into; which, if it hap- 
Ni to be of a particular "Strain, will not fail to keep 
mi in a difiant Subjedion, after they have flripped 
''ipaof all his Power. Nothing but «a tpie Friendfhip, 
w a mutual Interefli' ciuii keep up reciprocal Love be- 
twixt 
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twixt the conjugal Pair; and when that is nfinling, snct 
nothing but Contempt and Averfion remain lo fupply thd 
Place, Matrimony becomes a downright State of Enmity 
and Hofiility : And what a mirerable Cafu li« muft be ia, ^ 
who has put.himrelf and his whole Pou^r into the Handi 
(if hi« Enemy, let thofc confidcr, who, while lUey are in 
their fober Scnfes, abhor the 'I'houghts of being betrayed 
into their Kuin, by following the Iinpulfc of a blind UU* 
heeding PalHuiK 



FAB. LXVIir. The Ltonefs and Vie Fox. 




*TPHE Lionefs anfftf^F"x meeting together, fell 
I- into Dtfcouri^ arid llie Converfatioii turning 
Upon the BreediVle; and the Fniitfulnefs of fonw 
living Creatures aoovc others, the Fox. could na( 
forbear taking the Opponunity-'of obferving to th^ 
Lionefs, that for her Part, flw thought Foxes were 
as happy in that Refpeft as almofl any other Crea- 
tures} for that they ored conllantly once a Year, if 
not uflener, and always had a cood Litter of CuOft 
at every Birth I And yet, fays Ibe, there are thofe 
who are never delivered of more tbui ooe at a Time* 
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md that perhaps not above once or twice thro* their 
tvholc Life, who hold up their Nofes, and value 
thcmfelves fo much upon it, that they think all other 
Cn*atures beneath them, and fcarce worthy to be 
fpoken to. The Lionefs, who all the while perceived 
at whom this Rcflc£i:ion pointed, was fired uith Re« 
fenttnent, Jind with a good deal of Veliemcnce replied j 
What you have obferved may be true, and that not 
without Reafon. You produce a great many at a 
Litter, and often j but what are they? Foxes* I in-- 
deed have but one at a Time^ but you (hould remem* 
bcr that this one is a Lion. 

The APPLICATION. 

Our Produdions, of whatfoever Kind, arc not to be 
fficemed fo much by the Quantity as the Quality oi them, 
't is not befng employed much, but well, and to the Pur- 
pofr, which makes us ufeful to the Age we live in, and 
celebrated by tho^ which are to come. As it is a Mis- 
fortune to the Countries which are infefted with them, for 
foxes and other Vermin to multiply; fo, one cannot help 
\ ihromng out a melancholy Reflexion, when one fees fomo 
^Particulars of the Human Kind increafc fo fall as they do. 
^utthemoft obvious Meaning of this Fable, is the Mint it * 
^ives us in Relation to Authors. Tbcfe Gentlemen (hould 
"ever attempt -to raife themfelves a Reputation, by cnu- 
Dierating a Catalogue of their Productions. Since there is 
njore Glory in having writtfsn-^jUj^crablc Piece, than a 
I tHoufand indifferent ones. An^^j|pe\er has had the good 
i '^Vtune to j^3g^ one Pcrf|rmaiVcci4|^tllis Kind, Hiould 
^ very tntfelis how he ventures his ^^eputation in % 
fccond. • 
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FAB. LXiX. Vie Stag and Ike Fawn. 




A STAG grown old and m fcb evous was accord 
ng to Cuftom (lamp ng w tti h s Foot mak ng 
Offers V th h s Head and bellow ng fo tembly 
that the whole Herd quaked for fear pf him : When, 
one of the little Fawns comins; up, addreffed him to 
this Purpore : Pray, whatis the~Reafon that you, who 
are fo flout and formidable at all other Times, if you 
do but hear the Cry of the Hounds, are ready to fly 
Out of yourSltin forJ»#? What you obferveis true, 
replied the Stag, thoiigh I know not how to account 
for it : I am indeed vigorous and able enough, I think^ 
to make my Party good any where, and often refol?e 
with niyfelf, that nothing ihall ever difmay my 
Courage for the future ; But, alas ! I no fooner bear 
the Voice of a Hound, but all my Spirits fail me, aixl 
I cannot help making oiF as fall as.ever my Legs can 
carry me. 
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The APPLICATION. 

This is the Cafe of many a cowardly Bully in the World. 
He is di^pofed to be imperious and tyrannical, and to in* 
fult his Companions, and takes all Opportunities of ading 
according to his Inclinations; but yet is cautious where 
he makes his Haunts, and takes Care to have to do only 
with -a Herd of rafcally People, as vile and mean as him- 
felf. A Man of Courage quafhes him with a Word ; and 
he who has threatened Death in every Sentence, for a 
Twelvemonth together, to thofe whom he knew ft would 
affright, at the very Frown of an intrepid Man, has leapt 
out of a Window, It is no unplcafant Sight, to be prefent 
when any of thefe Gentlemen ha])pen to be difarmed of 
their Terror before tlK> Face of their humble Admirers : 
There is a (I range, boifterous Struggle, betwixt'' Fear, 
Shame, and Revenge, which bhnds then? with Confufion, 
and though they would fain exert a little Courage, and 
fliew thenifelves Men, yet, they know not how, theic is 
fomething within which will not fufler thorn to do it. The 
Predominance of Nature will iliew ilfelf upon Occafion, 
in its true Colours, through all rho Dilguilcs which artful 
Men endeavour to throw over it. XJowardice, particularly, 
gives 6s but the more Sulpicion, w\wu it would conceal 
itfelf under an airo«5ted Ficrccuufs; as ihov, who would 
fmother an ill Smell bv a Cloud of Perfume, arc imagined 
to l>e btit the more oficnlive. When we have done all. 
Nature will remain what flic was, and /hew herfolf when- 
ever (lie is called ujV; th< refore whatever we do in Con- 
tradiction to her Laws is iu forced and afteded, that it 
mull needs expofe, and make us ridiculous. We talk 
Nonfenfe when we would argue againft it; like 'Jafgucy 
who being afked, why he fled irom his Colours ? faid, his 
Heart was as good as any in the Uegimcnt, but protelied 
bis cowardly Legs would run away wiih him, wliatever h^ 
^ould do. 
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FAB. LXX. 

Tlie Young Man and the SwaJIow. 




A Prodigal young Spendthrift, v^^a had vailed 
. his whole Patrimony in Taverns and Gatning- 
^oufcs, among lewd, idle Company, was taking 
a melancholy Walk near a Brook. Il was in the 
Month af Januiiiy : and happened to he one.^f thofe 
warm fi.infhiny Days which fometimes (hine upon u^ 
even in that winterly Seafon of the Yeapj and to 
make it the more flatterinfr, a Swaliow, which had 
made hie Appearance, by Millake, too foon, flew 
ftimminff along upon the Surface of the Water. 
The e'tddy Youth ohfervirg this, without any far- 
ther Conlideration, concluded that Summer was now 
<:ome, and that he fliould have little or no Occa(ion 
for Clothes, fo went and pawned them at the Bro- 
iker's, and vcnUired the Monev for one Stake more, 
among +iis fliarping Companions. When this too 
-was gone ihe fame Way with jhe Hefi, he took 
■mother Solixary Walk, in 'Cent fan* PVace a& before. 
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Uut the Weather being fcvere and froftjr, had made 
every Thing look with an Afpeft very different from 
what it did before; the Brook was quite frozen over, 
and the poor Swallow lay dead upon the Bank of it : 
The very Sight of which cooled the young Spark's 
Brains ; and coming to a Kind of Senfe of his Mifery, 
he reproached the deceafcd Bird, as the Author of alt 
his Misfortunes : Ah, Wretch that thou wert 1 fays 
he, thou haft undone both thyfelf and me^ who wa^ 
fo credulous as to depend upon thee* 

TAtf APPLICATION. 

They who frequent Taverns and Gaining-Houfes, and 
keep bad Company, ihould not wonder if they arc reduced, 
in a very fmatl Time, to Penury and Want. The \yretehed 
young Fellows, who once addid themfelves to fuch a 
fcandalous Kind of Life, fcarcc think of, or attend to any - 
c^ne Thing beiides. They feem to have nothing elfe in 
their Heads, but how they may fquander what they have 
got, and where they may get more when that is gone. 
They do not make the fame Ufe of their Reiiion that other 
People do; but, like the jaundiced Eye, view every Thing 
in that falfc-Light in which iheir Diftemper and De- 
bauchery reprelcnt it. The Young Man in the Fable 
gives us a pretty Example of this ; he fees a Swallow iii 
the Mitfft of Winter, and inrtevid of bein^r furpriied at it, 
^M.B. very irregular and extraordinary Thing, concludes 
ffbfti thence that it is Summer, as if he had never thought 
before about the Seafon. Well, the Uel'uit of this wife 
Conciufion is of a Piece with the Conclufion itfelf ; if it is 
Summer, he fliall not want fo mtuiy Clothes, therefore he 
fells them: For what? More Money to fquander avvay ; 
as if (had his Obfe'rvation been jul't) Summer would h«ave 
lafted all the Year round. But the true llefult and Con- 
clufion of all this is : When both his Money and Clothes 
•are irrecoverably gone, he comes to his right Senfes ; is 
ready to porifli with Hunger, to ftarve with Cold, and' to 
tctr his own Flefh with Remorfe and Vexation at his for- 
mer Stupidity. ^ 

G 3 ^^"^^ 
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FAB. LXXI. The Angler and ike Little Fiih. 




A Man vns angling in a Ri\cr, and caught a fmall 
I'carch ; which, as tic was taking off the Hook^ 
and g»ing to put into his Balkei, opened his Maud^* 
and Began to implore his Pity, begging that he would 
throw It into the River again, Lfpon ihc Man's de- 
isianilinir. What Reason he had to expcft fntih a Fa- 
vour } Why, fays the Fifh, bccaiife, at prefent, I am 
but yonng and little, and coiifequcnlly not fo well 
worth your while-, as I (hall be, it yon lake me fome — 
Time hence, when I am grown larger. That may be, 
replies (he Man.; hut I am liot one of thofe Fools who 
qiiita Certainty in Expectation of an Uncertainty. 

The APPLICATION. 

. .V 

TIiisTalilc points much llic fame Way as the Six ty- 

■ fouilh, fo tliat one Moral may very well ferve for both. 

Sut (hit Lrnim they teach is fo ufifiil ami iiiflrtifiive, ihxt 

a nopclilion of it is by no Means fupcrtluous. 'J he 

Precept which iliey uuuld inftil into hs is, never to let 

Hip the prefent Oppurlunity, but to fecure to ouiTtlvpi 

ewy ii^fiOfilJvaiitajje, juft la tlic Nick tha,t it offer*, 
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without avail) Reliance upon, and fiuitli'f^i E\|)cfluliuii uf 
tmicthing better in Time tu come. Me may clitor up 
our Spirits uith htipirig for that whicli wc cannot at pro- 
fnit obtain; but at tlic fHnic Tiiiic, let us be lore we givo. 
no Occnrioii of conUciiitiiiio ouileivps for omitliuj; aiijT 
Thing wliicli it was in our j'owcr to fecoie. 

Fab. LXXII. rtieAts and the Lion Hunting. 




THE Lion took a Fancy to hunt In Company with 
the Afn; and to make him the more nfefiif, gave 
him In(lru3ions to liidchimfeirinaThicltcl, and then 
to bray in the mod frightful Manner that he cmilil pof- 
Ghly contrive. By this Means, fays he, yon will mufe 
all the Beads within the Hearing of you; whilej flantl 
at the Outlets, and take them as they are making off. 
This wa done; and the Sir.ita^cni took Effeft accord- 
ingly. The Afs hraycd nioft hidcoufly ; and the timo- 
rous Beaflx, not knowing what to makffof Jt, began to 
fcour ofi* as fall as ihcy cuuld; when the Lion, who «aB 
podi-d at a proper Avcnne, fiized and devoured them, 
M he plea'ccl. Having got his Belly fuH, he called 
«|it to the Afs> and bid him leave off, leUmo Vixta^ 
G 4 Ytft 



128 £SOrs FABLES.- 

he had done enough. Upon this, the lop-earttTBrute 
came out of his Ambtifh, aad appro^hm? the Lion^ 
alked him, with an Air of Conceit, how he liked his 
Performance? Prodigioiifly ! fays he; you did it fo 
well, that I protcft, had I not known your Nature and 
Temper, I might have been frighted myfelf. 

The APPLICATION. 

A bragging cowHrdly Fellow may inipofo upon People 
thnt <lo not know liim ; but is tbe greatell Jcft imaginabla 
to llioi'e that ilo. There are uiuny Men, who appear very 
terriblv! nnd big in their Manner of exprelling thcmfelves, 
and, if you coulil be pcrfuaduci to take ihcir own Word 
for it, arc pcrfeA Lions ; wl)o, if one takes tbe Pains 
t» enquire a little tuto their true Nature, arc its arraiU 
AUcs.tt* ever brayed. 

FAB. LXXIII. Hie Senfible Afs. 




AN old Fellow was feeding an Afs m a fine green 
Meadow; and being alarmed with the fudden 
Approach of the Enemv, was iivpaticnt with the Afs 
to put himfelf forward, and fly *lh all the Speed that 
^e'was able. The Afs afliedli\m» \Vtie.t,b« or no he 
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im^ the Enemy would clap two Pair of Panniers 
pan his Hack? The Alau laid, No, there was no 
MTofthat. Why then, Jays the Al"s l will not Itir 
1 lach } tor what is it to me who my Mailer i^, fioce 
fhall but carry my Panniers, as ufual. 

The APPLICATION. 
Thii Fable flu'ws us, buw aiucli iu tbc Wrong the 
Mter fort of Peopli; moll cuniniiiiily itre, when ihey aro 
ndvr any Cunctni about the Kev-glutiuiis of a Govern* 
*iil. Ail the Alturation which thoy can ftol, is, pcr- 
»ji», in the Name of tlii-ir Sovtrcign, or fume fuch ira- 
Jrtaiit TriHe: But they cannot well he poorer, or made 
I work harder than they ilid before. And yit how arc 
iCy fomeiiineii impufed upon, and drawn !i\ Ly ibe Ar- 
tiect of a few iniltakeu ur defigJiiiig Alen, to foment 
i&iaai and raifu Hubdiioiis, in Cafes where they cuu 
^tDothingby th« .^ucLefa; but if they inifearrv, are ia 
anger uf lutfering lui iguomiuioua untimely Dealh. 



FAB. LXXIV. the Boafting Traveller, 




■N'NE:who had heenjabroa.1, at his Retuni Hrnne 

•^ again, was giving an Accmint of his Tr.tvi^ls ; 

tdj among othei PlaccE, Taid he had beej) ^t Uhmlts, 

G i where 
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fe6tion told them, That he fhould like to have them 
both look in the Glafs every Day ; to the Intent that 
you, fays he to the Boy, if you think that Face of 
yours handfcme, may not difgrace and fpoil it by an 
wgly Temper, and a foul Behaviour. You, fays he, 
fpeaking to the Girl, that you may make up for the 
Defefls of your Perfon, if there be any, by the Sweet- 
nefs of your Manners, and the AgreeableneCs of your 
Coaverfation. 



The APPLICATION. 

There is fcarce any Thing we fee in the World, ef- 
pecially what belongs to, and hangs about our own Per- 
ion, but is capable of affording us Mattel* for fome fe- 
rious and ufcful Confideration. And this Fable, not- 
withflanding the Scene of it is laid at the very Begin- 
ning and Entrance of Life, yet utters a Dodrine wor- 
thy the Attention uf every Stage and D^ee thereof, 
from the Child to the old Man. Let each of us take 
a Glafs, and view himfelf coniiderately. He that is 
vain, and felf-conceited, will find Beauties in every Fea- 
ture, and his whole Shape will be without Fault. Let 
it be fo; yet, if he would be complete, he mull take 
Care that the inward Man does not detrad from and 
difgrace the outward ; that the Depravity of his Mas- 
iif rs does not fpoil his Face, nor the Wrongnefs of hi* 
Behaviour diftort his Limbs ; or, which is the fame 
Thing, make his whole Perfon odious and deteftable to 
the Eye of his Beholders. Is^ any one modeft in thrt 
Refpe^t, and deficient of himfelf? Or has he indeed 
Blemifhes and Im perfections, which may depreciate hiia 
in the Sight of Mankind ? Let him llrive to improte 
the Faculties of the Mind, where perhaps . Nature has 
not cramped him ; and to ex cell in the Beauties of a 
good Temper and an agreeable Converfation, the Charml 
of which are fo much more lafiing and unalterably eo' 
dearing, than thofe of the other Sort. They who ar* 
kieautii'ul in Perfon have this peculiar Advantage, that 
iiiiUi a moderate Regard to Complaifance and Good 

Maimerf^ 
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Manners, tLey befpeak every one's Opinion in their Fa- 
Tour. 3utthen, be tbe Uuifitle ot'u Mitn ever fo n.ii^ii 
and UDCouth, if his acquired Aceumplilhinenta tue but 
fwect and engaging, how ealily do wc overlook the 
left, and valuo him, like an oriental Jewtl, not by a 
glittering Outfiilo, which h common to baler Stonfs, 
but by his imrinflc Worth, his bright Imagination, his 
clear Rcafon, and ihc tranl'parent isinceriiy vt bis huuffi 

lICMt. 



FAB. LXXVI. The Collier and the Fuller. 




'T~'HE Collier and the Fuller being old Acquainf- 
■» ances, happened u]-on a Time lo meet together; 
and the latter, being ill-provided with a Habila;ion, 
was invited by the forni.r to come and live in the fame 
Houfe with him. I thank yon, my dear Friend, fe- 

Eliee the Fuller, for your kind Offer, but it cannot 
e: For if I were to dwell with you, whatever I 
fhould take Pains to fcotir and make clean in the 
Morning, the Dull of you and yonr Coals would 
blacken and deSltj as bad as ever. wSax^ '^v^x. 

TVft 
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The APPLICATION. 

It is of no fmall Importance in Life t© be cautions 
^'hat Company we keep, and with whom we enter into 
friendftiips: For though we are ever fo well difpofed 
<Hirfelves, and happen to be ever fo free from Vice and 
Debauchery, yet, if thofe with whom w€ frequently 
convcrfe are engaged in a lewd, wicked Courfc, it will be 
almoft irapolfibte for us to eicape bving drawn i^w>th 
chem. II* we are truly wife, and would Ihun thofeTo^rew 
flocks of Plcafure, upon which fo many have fplit before 
41S, ^wc fhould forbid ourfclves all Manner of Commerce 
and Correfpondcnce with thofc who are fteering a Courfe, 
which Reafon tells us is not only not for our Advantage, 
but would end in our Dcftru<^lion, All the Virtue we 
-canboailx)f will not be fufBcient to infure us, if we em- 
bark in bad Company : for though our.Philofophy were 
fuch, as we could preferv^ ourfelves from being tainted 
and infe^led with their Manners, yet their Character 
would twill and entwine itfelf along with ours, in fo in- 
tricate a Fold, that the World ivoHld rot take the Trou- 
ble to unravel and leparate thcnu Reputations ar^ of a 
iubtle infinuating Texture, like Water; tha( which is 
<lerived from*the cleared Spriag, if 4t chances to mix with 
A foul Current, runs OI^ undi^inguifhed, in one muddy 
Stream, for the future, and muft for ever partake of th« 
Colour and Coadition of its Alfociate, 



\ 
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FAB. LXXVII. 

The Fox andtke Vizor-Maflt. 




K FOX, being in a Shop where Vizor-Mafts 
^^ were fold, laid his Foot upon one of ihem, and 
confidering it awhile attentively, at laft broke out 
into this Exclamation : Blefs me ! fays he, what a 
handfome goodly Figure this makes ! What Pity is it 
tbat it ibould waot Brains ! 



The APPLICATION. 
This is levelled at that numerous Part of Mankind, 
who, out of their ample Fortunes, lake Care to acconi- 
pliJh themfelves with every Thing but Comraon-Senl'e. 
In (bort, the whole World is a Mafquerade ; and a Man 
«f a tolerable Talent for Obfervation may entertain 
bimfelf as well io ihe mixed Airemblics he meets with 
in JUfC) as at the moft magnificent and expcnfive Rebels 
provided and ordered for that Purpofe. Many of the 
Faces one meets with among tlie gay frolick Part of 
. our ^penrc, if fearched ftjr Brains, would appear as arrant 
Viiortu tbatia tht Fat>le. 
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FAB. LXXVIII. The Two Frogs. 



ONE hot fuItrySumtnerj the Lakes and Ponds being 
almott every where dried up, a Couple of Frogs 
agreed to travel logelher in Search of Water. At laft 
th y came to a deep Well, and fitting upon theBriok 
of it, Ijegan to confult whether they ihould leap ia or 
no. One of them was for it ; urging, that there was 
Plenty of clear Spring Water, ana no Danger of 
being diftitrljed. Well, fays the other, all this may be 
true; and yet I cannot come into your Opinion for my 
Life; for, if the Water (hould happen to dry up here 
too, how fhoutd we gel out again ? 

The APPLICATION. 
The Moi-al of this I'able is intended to put us in Mini 
to look before we leap. 'Jbat we (hould not undertake 
any A^ion of Importance, without conlidering firii, 
what the Lvcnt of it is like to prove, and how we Ihall 
be aliie to come tfi upon fuch and fitch Proviliis. A 
good General ^oos not think he dimintlhes any Thing 
of his Char^Her, when he ItMka Euvaid beyaud th« 
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main AAion, and concerts Mcafurea, in cafe thciu 
fhould be Occafion, for a fafe Retreat. How many un- 
fortunate Matches are llruck up every Day for want of 
this wholefonie Courideration ! Profufe Living, and ex< 
travagant Gaming, both which terminate!! in the Ruin of 
thofe thai follow them, are tuoftly owing ti> a Neglctt 
of this Precaution. \Vicked Cuunfullors ailvifc, acid ig- 
norant Princes execute thofe Things, which afterwards 
tbey often dearly rtpent. Wars are licgun by this blind 
Stupidity, from which a State is not able to extricate itfelf, 
vitbeither Honour or Salcty; and Projech arc encouraged 
by the Talb AccelLon of tliofe, who never conficlercd Uon 
they were to ^et out, till they had plunged themfelves 
irrecoverably into them, 

FAaLXXIX. TlSt Covetous Man. 




A Poor Covetous Wretch, who had fcraped toccther 
*^ a good Parcel of Monyy, went and dug a Hole 
in one of his FielJg, and hid it. The great Plt-afure 
of his Life was to go and look upon this Treafure, 
once a Day, at lead; which one of his Servants 
obrcrvine, and gneffin? there was foraithing more 
than owoary in the i*lace, came &l "KX^^-j ^vi>a'ft\ 
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it, and carried it oflF. The next Day, returning as 
lifual to the Scene of his Delight, and perceiving it 
had been raviftied away from him, he tore his Hair 
for Grief, and uttered the doleful Complants of hi» 
Defpair to the Woods and Meadows. At laft, a 
Neighbour of his, who knew his Temper, over- 
hearing him, and being informed of the Occafion of 
his Sorrow, Chear up, Man ! fays he, thou haft loft 
nothing: There is the Hole for thee to go and .peep 
at ftiil; and if thou canft but fancy thy Money there, 
it will do jufl as well. 

• TAe APPLICATION. 

Of all the Appetites to which' Human Nature is fub- 
jed, Douc is fo lafting, fo Urong^ and at the fame Tim« 
fo unaccountable as that of Avarice. Our other Defires 
generally cool and flackcn at the Approach of Old Age; 
but this fiouriihes under grey Hairs, and triumphs amidil 
Impotence and Infirmity. All our other Longings havQ 
fomcthing to be faid in Excufe for them, let them bd 
at what Time of Life foever. But it is above "^ Reafon, 
and therefore truly incomprehenfible, why a Man ihould 
be paflionatcly fond of Money, only for the Sake of 
gazing upon it. His Treafurc is as ufelefs to him as a 
Heap of Oyfter-Shells; for though he knows how many 
fubllantial Pleafures it is able to procure, yet he dares 
not touch it; and is as deftitute of Money, to all In- 
tents and Purpofes, as the Man who is not worth a 
Groat. This. is the true Stale of a covetous Perfon; 
to which one of that Fraternity may poffiBly make this 
Heply, that when we have faid all, fince Ploafure is the 
grand Aim of Life, if there arifes a Delight to fome 
particular Perfons from -the bare Pofleflion of Ilichcs, 
though they do not, nor ever intend to make Ufe of 
them, we may be puzzled how to account for it, and 
think it very ftrange, but ought not abfolutely to con- 
demn the Men who thus clofely, but innocently, pur- 
fue what they eftecm the created Happinefs. True; 
People would be in the Wrong to paint Covetoufncfs ia 
fuch odious Colours were it but. compatible with Inno* 

cencc. 
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ce. But here arircs the Mifchief, a truly covetous 
I will ftick at noihin)( to attain bii Ends; and, when 
! Avarice taki'S the Field, Iloocfly, Charili', liuma' 
, and, to be brief, every \'irtue wliicU opiiufca it, u 
to be put to the Roui. 

FAB. LXXX. 
The Eagle, the Cat, and. the Sow. 




N Eagle iiad built her Neft upon the top Branches 
of an old Oak. A wild Cat inhabited a Hole 
the Middle; and in the hollow Part at_ the Bot- 
iwas a Sow, with a whole Litter ot Pigs. A 
'Py Neighbourhood^ and might lone havi; conti- 
j fo, had it not been for the wicked Infinualions 
thedefigning-Cat. For, firft of all, up flie crept 
-he Eagle; and, good Neighbour, fays flie, we 
1 be al! iindoni;: That filthy Sow yonder does 
hing but lie routing at the Foot of the Tree, and 
fufpeS, intends to grub it up, that Ihe may the 
|e eafily come at our young Ones. For my Part, 
ill take Care of my own Concerns; you may do as 
pleafe, but I will watch her Mouons, though I 
fiay 
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Tfty at Home this Month for it. When flic had fai^ 
this, which could not fail of putting the Eagle into 
a great Fright, down flie went, and made a Vifit to 
the Sow at the Bottom; and, putting on a forrow- 
ful Face, I hope, fays (he, you do not intend to go 
abroad To-day? Why not? fays the Sow. Nay, 
replies the (tlher, you may do as you pleafe; but I 
overheard the Eagle tell her young Ones, that (he 
would treat them with a Pig, the firft Time (he faw 
you go out; and I am not fure but (he may take up 
with a Kitten in the mean Time; fo, Good-morrow 
to you; you will excufe me, I muft go aM take 
Care of the little Folks at Home. Away flie went 
accordingly; and, by contriving to ileal out foftly 
a Nights for her Prtry, and to ftand watching and 
peeping all Day at her Hole, asunder great Concern, 
flie made fuch an Impreflion upon the EUgle and 
the Sow, that neither of them dared venture abroad 
for Fear of the other. The Confequence of which 
was, that themfelves, and ti^eir youtig Ones, in a 
little Time, were all ftarved, and made Prizes of^ by 
the treacherous Cat and her Kitteqs* 

TAef APPLICATION. 

This (hews us the ill Confequence which may attend 
the giving Ear to a gofliping double-tongued Neighbour. 
The Milcliiefs occafioned by fuch a Credulity are innume- 
rable, and too notorious not to be obferved every where. 
Many fociabic, wcll-dirpofed Families, have been blown 
up into a perpetual DiiVord and Averfioix to each other, 
by one of thefe wicked flo-betweens. So that, whoever 
would thoroughly acquit himfelf of the Imputation of 
being a bad Neighbour, Ihould guard himfelf both againlt 
receiving ill Impreffions by Hcarfay, and uttering his 
Opinion of others to thofe inquifitive Bufy-Bodies, who, 
in cafe of Scandal, 'can magnify a Gnat to the Siajc of a 
Camel, and fwcll a Molehill up to a Mountain^ 



FABU 
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FAB. LXXXI. The Goat and (be Lion. 




'T^HE Lion feeing a Goat upon a ftcep craegy 
'■ Rock, where he coultl not come at hitn, aSteA 
bim, what Delight he enuld uke to fktp from one 
Precipice to another, aI1 Day, and vnitnre the break- 
ing of his Neck every Moment : I wonder, favs Ve, 
you will not come down, and fued on the Plain here, 
where there is fuch Plenty of gnod Grafs, and fins 
fweet Herbs. Why, replies the Goat, I cannot but 
fay yonr Opinion is right; Init you look fo verv 
hungry and defigning, that to tell you the Truth, I 
do not care to \'enture my Perfon where you are. 



The APPLICATION. 
Advice, thougl) good in itfelf. is to be fufpe^d. 



rhcn 



1 by a tricking felf-intcreficd Man. ]'erhap4 
■re fbould take upon ourfclvcs, not on^ a TOry great 
but an uDuecellary Tjouble, if ne were to fufpccl e\ery 
Mfln w (igoes to adiifc us: But this, however, is neceJ- 
Fary, that nbcn we have Reafoji to <|uefiittn any one, in 
Point of Honour and Juftice, we not only confider well 
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before WB fuffcr'ourfelvc* to be psrfuaded by him, bat 
even Tcfolvc to have nothing ta do in any AITair, when 
fuch treacherous, llippery Sparks arc conccraed, if we "cw 
Avoid it without much laconvcnieflce. 

FAB. LXXXII. The Lion and the Frog. 




'T'HE Lion, hearing an odd K nd of a hollow 
■*■ Voice and fee ng nobody ftartedip Helillened 
again and perceiv ng the Voice to continue, even 
trembled and quaked &r tear. At lalt, feeingaFn^ 
crawl out of the Lake, and finding that the Noife be 
had heard, was nothing but the Croaking of that little 
Creature, he went up to it, and partly out of Anger, 
partly Contempt, 'fpurned it to Pieces with hia Feet. 

The APPLICATION. 
"niis Fable is a pretty Image of the vain Fears ani 
empty IVrrors with which our weak niifguidcd Naturg 
19 lb apt lo be alarmed and diflrafled. If we hear but 
ever lo little Noife, -which we arc not able to account for 
imme<]iBtely, nay, often before we ^ve ourlelw Tin* 
(o confidcr about it, we art flruck with Fear, and la- 
bour 
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bour under a moil unmanly, unrcafonable Trepidation ; 
more efpccially if the Alarm happens when wc arc alone, 
and in the Dark. Thefe Notions arc ingrafted in our Minds 
very early; wc fuck them in with our Nurfc's Milk; and 
iheretoreit is the more difficult, when we arc grown up, 
and afliamcd of them, to root them out of our Nature. 
But, in order to it, it is well worth our while to obfurve, 
that the mofl learned, the moil ingenious, and candid 
Writers in all Ages, have ridiculed and exploded the Be- 
lief of fuch Phantoms, as the weaker Part of Mankind are 
apt to be terrified with ; intimating, that Goblins, Spedlres, 
Apparitions, Fairies, Ghofls, &c. were invented by Knaves 
to frigbteu the Fools with, Fear is a natural Paflion ; 
aod Its Ufe is, to put us upon our Guard againfl Danger, 
by alarming the Spirits. Now all PaHions &ould be kept 
in a State of Subjedion ; for though they arc good ufeful 
Servants, yet, if once they get the better, they prove the 
nod domineering Tyrants imaginable; nor do any of them 
treat us in fo ilaviih aiid abjed a !>fanner, as that of Fear. 
It unnerves and enfeebles our Limbs, precipitates or fetters 
our Underilanding; and, at the fame Time that it repre- 
fentsa Danger near at Hand, di farms, and makes us inca- 
pable of defending ourfelves againil it. This is tlie Cafe, 
even in refpe^l of real Dangers, as Fire, Thieves, or vio- 
lent Enemies: And, even in this Cafe, a ]Man of either 
Senfe or Honour would be aftiamed to be detected in fuch 
a Wcaknefs. But when the Caufc of our Alarm is ground- 
lefs, and fubfifts no where but in our own child ifh Imagi- 
nations, we fhould not only take Care how wc expofe our- 
fclvcsupon that Account, but refolve toman our Undcr- 
'i landing with Heafon and Fortitude enough to maintain it 
' ^ainft the Attacks of every little imaginary Phantom, 
^vcnthofcwh® have thorougKly reafoned the Point, may 
, yet retain fomething ot'.the old Woman in their Minds, 
I ^bich having taken Root too deep to be entirely plucked 
*^ut, may fometimcs furprize them in an unguarded Mo- 
Jnent, and make them ftart like the Lion in thp Fable : 
\ ^ut then they prefcntly recolleft themfelves, and, as he 
\ ^id, treat the Caufe of their Delufion with the utmoft 
^ Contempt. 
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FAB. LXXXIIL 

77ie Fir-Tree and the Bramble. 




A Tall ftraight Fir Tree, that flood towering op in 
^* the Midtfnf the Forcft, was fo proud of his Dig- 
nity and liiph Station, that he overlooked the littl* 
Shrubs which grew liencalh him. A Bramble, beinc 
one of the inferior Throng, eould by no Means brool 
this haughty Carriage, and therefore took him to taflt, 
and (iefiR'd to know what he meant bv it. Eecaufe, 
fays Ihe Fir- Tree, I look upon myfelf asthe firft Tree ' 
for Beauty and Rank, of any in ihe Foreft : My Spring 
Top flioots up into the Clouds, atid my Branches di(- 
play themfelves with a perpetual Beauty and Vcrdurej , 
while you lie grovelling npon the Ground, liablu to be 
cruflicd by every Foot that comes near you, and im- 
poveriftied by theluxurious Droppings which fall from 
my Leaves. Allthlsmay betriie,rcplied theBrambU. 
But when the Woodman has marked you out for pub- j 
Jic Ufe, and the founding Axe comes to be applied lo 
your Riioi, I am miftaken if yon will not be glad to 
change CondUions with the very worft of us. 

TH 
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TXeAPPLICATION, 

If the Great were to reckon upon the Mifchiefs to 
vhich they arc expofed, and poor private Men coniider 
the Dangers which they many Times efcape, purely by 
being fo, notwithilanding the feeming Difference there 
appears to be between them, it would be -no fucfa cafy 
Matter, as moft People tfaiuk it, to determine which 
Coodidon is the more preferable. A rcafonaUe Man 
would dpclat« in Favour of the latter, without .tfac leaft 
Heiitation, as knowing upon wliat a flcady au4 fafe 
S^rity it is eftabliilied. For the higher a M«n it 
eultedy the. fieiiTcr Mark he gives, and the more un- 
likely he is to efcape a Storra^ What little Foundation^ 
thranefore, has the grcateft Favourite of Fortune, to be- 
have himfelC with Infolence to thofe below him> whofe 
Circomflance99 though he is fo elated with Pride as to 
defpife thcm^ v^t in the £ye of every prudent Man, 
more eligible than his own, and fuch as he bimfelf, 
when the Day of Accoum comes, will wifh he had 
never exceeded,? For as the Riches which many over- 
grown "Great Ones call the Goods of Fortune, are feldom 
tny other than the Goods of the Public, which they 
have impudently and felonioufly taken, fo public Juflice 
generally overtakes them in the End; and, whatever their 
life may have been, their Death is as ignominious and un* 
pitied, as that of the Bieaned and mofl oJb(burc Tbiefi 
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FAB. LXXXIV. Tlie Bull and the Goat. 




THK Bull, being purfued by the Lion, made to- 
wards the Cave, in which he defigned to fecure 
himfelfj but was oppofed jiill at the Entrance by 
a Goat, who had got PoJTeffion berore him, aod 
threatening a Kind of DeRance with his Homt, 
ftemed refojved to difpute the Pafs with him. TTie 
Sull, who thought he had no Time to lore in a 
Conteft of this Nature, immediately made off aeain; 
but told the Goat, that it was not for Fear of him or 
his Defiances : For, fays he, iftheUon were not fa 
near, C would foon make you know the Difference 
between a Bull and a Goat. 

The APPLICATION. 

It is yory iehumane to deny Succour and Comfort to 

People in Ttiliulation ; but to infult' thetn, and to ^ 

. to the Weight of their Mi^fortuDes, is foraething foper 

Jatixcly JtifjiiliXli BxA crud. Tberc is, however, in llie 

^Yo^l(l 
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World n Siirt of ^Vrctches of this vili- Tcnjiier, tliat 
n«it I'ur nil Oiipuiiuiiiiy of agjimvatinj' tliclr Ncjgh' 
bone's AfDitrlioii, ami dvlVr llic Kxcciition of tlioir evil 
Iitcliiiutiuiis until they cua do it to ihu Ih'II Advaiitauo. 
[f aoy oiic liibnurs utidiT HD cxpciilivc I«iw-fiiit, li-ft lie 
fliould cfcapc from that, unc of ihcfc Gentlemen nil) 
lake Cure to arrcll liiin in a fi'cond A^lioii ; hoping, at 
Icafl, to k«i» him at Bay, while the more pou'erful 
Advrrfary attacks him on the other Side, One cannot 
conlidcr this Temper, without obfrrving rumetbing te- 
mntiiLbly co»vardly in it : Tor tliefe whiffling Antftgoniftf 
nn -T b^n their Knconnter, till they arc fure (he I'erfoa 
Uic> aiiuut is already ovcr-mutchcd. 



FAB. LXXXV. 

Tlte Fowler and the Blackbird. 




AFnwlcr was placing liis Nets, and putting his 
Tackle ill Order by the Side of a Copfi;, when 
a Blackbird, who faw him, had the Curiofity to 
cuquire what be was doiii^-. Savs he, I aiu building' 
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a City for you Birds to iiv-e iii ; and pfovidii 
with Meat, and ali Manner of Conveniencie 

rou. Having faid this, he departed and hid ! 

elf; and the JBlackbird, bdieving the Words, i 
into the Nets, and was taken. But when the 
came up to take hold of him. If this, fays hi 
your Faith and Honefty, and thefethe Cities, 
build, I am of Opinion, you will have but fewi 
i)itants« 

Tke APPLICATION* ' 

Metb'inks this Fowler adcd a Part vwy like 

iwhich feme Rulers of the People do, when they tcUi 

that the Projeds, which they have comrived with a 

rate View, and for tlkeir own private Intcrefts, an 

for the Benefit of all that come into them. And tc 

the Blackbird tnily fpeaks, when he affirms, that 

tors of fuch Schemes will find but few to flick by 

at the long run. ^Xq exclaim againfl it, as foiw 

very bafe and diihoneft, when thofe of a different N 

and even our £nemies, break the Faith which they 

publickly plighted, and tricked us out of our Prop 

But whfti mufl we rail it, when Governors them 

circumvent their own People^ and contrary to the ' 

upon which they are admitted to govern, contrive 

xind Gins to catch and enfnare them in. Such Govi 

may fucceed in their Plot the firfl Time, but mufl 

furpriied, if thoft who have once efcaped their Clu 

never have OpJE^oa enough of them to trufl them I 

future.. 
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FAB. LXXXVI. Jupiter aiid Palhs. 




/^NCE upon a Time the Hearhrii Gods had a 
^-^ Idind to adopt, each a paniciilar Treu, ialo their 
Palronagc and Tuition, Jupiter chofe the Oakj 
Vemis was pleafed to name tht Myrile ; Apollo pitched 
Kpon the Laurel ; Cy/w/ctook the Pine, &nA Htrcult-s 
the Poplar. PaViis bcfn^ prcfent, expreflcd her Ad- 
miration at their Fancv, in making choice of Trees 
that bore nothing'. 0, Tays Jupilei; the Ucaroii of 
that is plain enough, for \vc wootd i»ol he thought 
tn difpenfc our Favours witli anv mercenarv View. 
You may do as you i)leafe, fays ftic, but let the 
Olive he my Tree j and i declare mv Keafon for 
chooiingit is, bccaiife it hcar^ Pienly of nohle ufefiU 
Fruit. Upon which, the Thimdervr, putting on a 
fcrious compofed Gravity, fpukc thus to the Goddefs : 
Indeed, Daughter, it is not without Juflice that y<iu 
are fo celebrated f(>r your WJfdom ; f->r unlefs fome 
Benefit attends your Aftlons, to perform them only 
for tlie Sake of Glory, is but a fiJty Eufinefs. 

H 1 The 
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The APPtlCATION. 

'This Fable is to put us in Mind, that wc (honld inh-. 
tend fomething ufottil and bcnoiicial in all our ' Anions., 
To undertake Things with no other View, bu^ that 
of empty Glory, whatever feme curious Dreamers may 
fancy, is employing our Time after a very idle^ fooliih 
Manner. The Almicrhtv created tlie World out of his 
infinite Goodnefs, for the Good of l^is Creaturea^ ^ana 
not out of a PafHon fuf Glory $ which \^ a vakt^ fiUy, 
mean Principle. And wlien we talk of gtorifyi'fig the 
Author of our Bekig, if wc think rcafonably^ we mtift 
mean ihewing our Gratitude to him, by imitating "Ithif 
Goodnefs of his, as far as we are able, and endeavouring 
to make foroe Good or other the Aim of all our Under- 
taking9« For if empty Glory be unworthf the Porfuit of 
a wife Man, how vadly improper muft it be to make ao 
Offering of it to an AU-wifo Deity. 




FAII» 
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FAB.i:XXXVn 77«Fox««rfMfBramblar 




gclting 
ootuiKin a Brdmble 



A FOX, hard preffed bv the Houndi, 
^^ 0»er a Hedge,^bat lore his ti 
*hich grew juA in-jbc Midft of il; iipun wM(;h he 
reproached the Braftblc for his inhorpitahte Criiehi', 
in ufing a Stranger, which had fled to him for Fro- 
tcition, after fiich a barbarous Manntr. Ye?, Jays 
Ihe Bramble, you intended to have made me fsrvc 
>«urTurn, I know ; but take this Piece of Advice 
*ith you for the future, Never lay hold of a Bramble 
again, as yoii lender your fweet Perfon; tor laying 
told, is a Privilege that belongs to us Brambles, and 
*e do not care to let it go out of the Family. 

T/tc APPLICATION. 
Impertinent People, who are moft apt to takoLiber< 
ties with others, are generally the moft furprifed, if ihey 
ire retorted upor. with any Severity ; tho' they, of alt 
people, have the Icaft Reafon to expeil Quarter, It crni- 
m but bi; pleafant to indifferent SpeiSators, when they 
^ one jof this Fraternity meet with his Match', and. 
Katcn at his own Weapons. He that is known to- be 
ui ill Man, may be hurt unpitied ; his Misfortunes are 
H 4 conferred 
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conferretl upon him to itte Satisfaflian of him that occa- 
fions them ; eud we do not look ufion him as an Objcft 
of Pity, but an Example of Jufticc. This Fable has an 
£)e to a Muial vthk'h has bcea already drawn from fomc 
others ; and adiifes iis lo be cutitinus whom we lay hold 
on, or meddle witli, lu too funiillur a Way; For, thofu 
who can lay hold aguin, and perhaps arc better qualified 
for it IhaB- outfeUes, are enreJully to be avoided. 

FAB. LXXXVIII. Hie Cat and the Mice. 




CerUin Houfe was mmh infefled with Mice t 
but at lift ihey got a Cat, who c itched ana 
eat every Day fomt of ihem The Mice, finding 
their Number!! grow ihin, confulted what was belt 
to be done for the Prefervation of the Public, from 
the Jaws of the devouring Cat. They debated, 
aud came to this Refolution, That no one (liould 
go down below the upper Shelf. The Cat, ob- 
ferving the Mice no longer came down, as ufuai, 
hungry, and difappointed of her Prey, had Recourfe 
to this Stratagem; file hung by her hinder Legs Ort 
a Peg which luick in the Wall, and made as if fiie 
had been dead, bopiug by this Lure to intice the 
Mice 
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Mice to come duwn. She h:)(l not been in fliia Pof-^ 
ture loiigi before a cunning old Moufc peeped over ihe 
Eflge or the Shelf, and ipokc tliua: Aha, my good 
Friend, are y<ni there? there may yon be! I would, 
not trud mvfcif with you, though your Skin were 
ftuSed with Straw. 

TJte APPLICATION. 
Prudent Folks never liiift thofe a I'ccond Time, nh™ 
hatv decrivcti them oiic<'. And, indeed, ne cmmot wt'lt 
be too cuutiuus in folUiiving tliis lUile; lor, upon Exa- 
mindtion, wc lliall linil, 'I'liat muli of the Alisturtuncs 
n'liich iKfil us, pi'oceml from our loo great Creduliiy. 
'I hey that know liow to I'lirped, without expuliiig or hurt^ 
iujT thfiufi'lMrt, till lluticliy comes to be mure in ruUituit, 
can never ful'pect coo mucli. . . . 

FAB. LXXXIX. 

TJie Fox and the Countryman. 




A FOX being hard hunted, and having run %, 

'^^ long Chace, was quite tired ; at laft he fpied s 

Country Fellow in a Woodj to whom be applied 

H $ foe 
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Ibr Refuge, intreating that he vroald give hhn Leave 
to hide himfelf in his Cottage, till the Hounds were 
gone by. The Man confented, and the Fox went and 
covered himfelf- up clofe in a Comer of the HoveK 
Prefently the Hunters came up, ^nd inquired of the 
Man, if he had feen the Fox. No, fays he, I have not 
feen him indeed; But all the while he pointed with his 
Finger to the Place where the Fox was hid. How- 
ever, the Hunters did not underfland him^but called oflf 
their Hounds, and went another Way. Soon after, 
the Fox, creeping out of his Hole, was going to fneak 
off; when the Alan, calling after him, afked hhn, if 
that was his Manners, to go away without thanking 
his Benefaftor, to whofe Fidelity he owed his Life. 
Reynardy who had peeped all the while, and feep what 
palled, anfwered, I know what Obligations I have to 
you well enough; and I aflure you, if your Anions 
had but been agreeable to your Words, I fhould have 
endeavoured, howeverincapableof.it> to have return* 
ed you fuitable Thanks. 

TA^ APPLICATION. 

Sincerity is a mod beautiful Virtue ; but there are foine, 
'whofe Natures are fo poor fpirited and cowardly, that they 
are not capable of exerting it. Indeed, unlefs a Man be 
ilcady and conilant in all his A6iions, he will hardly de* 
fcrve the Name of finccrc. An open £neniy, though more 
violent and terrible, is not, however, fo odious and detcil- 
able as a falfe Friend. To pretend to keep another's 
Counfel, and appear in their Intereil, while underhand we 
are giving Intelligence to their Enemies, is treacherous, 
knavifh, and bafe. There are fome People in the World 
very dextrous at this Kind of Defamation ; and can, while 
they feem mod vehement itt the Commendation or Defence 
of a Friend, throw out a Mint which fti all flab their Repu- 
tation deeper than the moil malicious AVeapon, bran&fhed 
at iThem in a public Manner, could have been capable of 

doing. 

I 
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FAB. XC. A Man bit by a Dog. 




A MAN, who had bcim Tadly torn bv a Dog, was 
** advired by fome old Woman, as a Cure, to dip a 
Piree of Bfcad in the Wound, and give it the Cut 
that bit him. lie did fo; and ^fop happening to 
pafs by juft at the fami; Time, aflced him, what he 
meant by it; the Man informed liim': Why then, 
fays i^^fop, do it as privately as you can, I befeech yon } 
for if the reft of the Dogs of the Town were to fee. 
yon, we fbould all be eat up aKvc by them. 

The APPUOATION. 

Nothtng contributes fo much to ihelncrcafcof RogucrVi 
as when the Undertakings of a Rogtic amittcnded with 
Succcfs, If it were not for Faar of Punilltment, « great 
Part of Mankind, who now make a Shift to keep them* 
felvcft honcll, woi^d appear gruat Villains: But if Crinii- 
Bab, inftcad of rneeliog with l*uiii!1imur)ts, were, by hav- 
ing been fuch, to attain Honour and Preferment, our na- 
tural Inclinatioiis to Mifchicf would be improved, and we 
fUould tic wickeJ out Of L'.mulatioD, 

11 G F\.tt~ 
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FAB. XCI. ' Fortune and the Boy. 




v/v Boyw.is deeping by the Side of a Well. For- 
■** tunc faw hiin, and came and waked him: 
Saying, Prytbcc, good Child, do not lie flecjjing 
here; for if you (himld fall in, nobody would im- 
(>ute it to you, but lay all the Blame upou me, 
i'ortiioe. 

The APPLICATION. 

Poor Forfune has a great deal tlirown upon licr i"' 
iced; and oftentimes very unjuDly too. Thofc of our 
A^iuns which arc attended with Succefs, though oftfn 
curing to fome Accident or other, via afcribe, without 
any Scruple, to fomc particular Mtrit or good Quality 
in oiirlHvcs; but when any of our Doing! mircBrry> 
though probably through our own Infufficiency or Nc- 
fleit, all the ill Confcquence is imputed to fortun^i 
KoA wo actfuit ourTelvcs of having contributed any 
Thing towards it. The fillieft Part of each Sex, when 
l^y difpofc of tbcmfelvcs iiidifcieetly or diradvtu- 
tagcouBy 
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fly in Marriage, and have nothing elfe to fay in 
?, .cry out, O there is a, Fate in every Tiling, and 
is no renting Fate, &c. But thef« People Hiould 
^otioc, that, as they have a very good Proverb 
eir Sid«, in Relation to Fortune already, it is 

unrcafoiiablc in them to claim more than their 
, and to afcribe the ill Succofs of their own fooliil^ 
iations to the IManagement of Fortune. Probably, 
•ft Occafion of confining the Smiles of Fortune to 
5 of this Stamp more particularlyj might arife from 
iprobability of their fucceeding by any Artor right 
ration^of their own. And, therefore, by an oppofitc 

the Wife and Induilrious only (liould be intitled to 
ck, and have ii in their Power to cha4*ge fortune 
•very Lofs and Crofs which bcfals them ; for if, when 
lavc concerted their Meafures judicioufl}', and been 
at and adive in their Bufmefs, Matters refufefliil to 
it -Expcftation, they muil be allowed te have very 
Fortune: But Fools have not the leaft Right to take 
)f this Handle. 
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FAB. XCII. The Mule. 




A Mule, which was well fed, and worked little, 
^^ grew fat and wanton, and ftifked about very 
nntablv. And why flioulj not 1 nm as well as the 
bed of them? fays lit: It is well known, I had a 
Horfc to mv Father, and a very good Racer he was. 
Soon after ttiis, his Mafter took him out, and bwiig 
upon nrgent Bnfinefs, whipped and fpurred the Mule, 
lo make liim put forward; who beginning to tire upon 
theR:)ad, changed his Note, :ind laid tohimlelf, Ah t 
where is the Horfe's BUiod you boalled of biij 
now ? I am forry to fay it, Friend, but indeed youi 
worihy Sire was an Afs, and not a Horfc. 



IIoi 



7'he APPLICATfON. 

r high their Blood may beat, t 



; may vcntur* 

to affirm thofe to U- but Mon^rols, and Afles in Rea- 
lity, who inake a Buftle about tlicir Gcni'alogy. If fum* 
iu tlic World flnuld be vain enough to ihink they can 



JESOFs FABLES, 



139 



^tive thrir Pedigree from one of the old Roman Families, 
uid bctng othcrwife dvftilute ol Merit, would fain diaw 
fomc fruiii thence ; it might nut be improper upon fuch an 
Occalbn to pat thorn in Mind, that Hotiiufas, the iirll 
Founder of that People, waa bafo-born, and the Body of 
Iiis Subjc^s made up of Outlaws. MurdeterSr and Felons, 
the Scum and Offl'couriag of the neighboorm^ Natious, 
and that tbey propagated ihcir Dcfccndaiits by Itupcs. Ai 
a Man truly gre»t ihincs fuffiticnily bright of hi»ifclf, 
without wanting to te emblazoned by a fplendid Anccflry ; 
fo they, wbofeLivei areeclipfed by t'oulnefcorObfciirity, 
infiead of (hewing to an Advantage, look but the darker 
for being placed in the Ikmc Line with their lUultrio us For«- 
fathcrs. 

FAB. XCIIl. The Fox and the Ape. 




/^NCE upoD 4 Time, the Beatts were frt void nt 
*-^ Reafon as to chufe an Ape ftir their King. He 
had danced, and diverted them witli playing antic 
Tricks, and truly nothing wotilil feive, but thty 
mull anoint him their Soverden. Accirdingly 
crowned he was, and afTcilcd to Took very wife and 
polilic. 
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politic. But the Fox^ vexed at hia Heart to fee hfe 
rellovv-Brutes acl fo foolilhly, was refolved thefirft 
Opportunity, to convince them of their forry Choice, 
and punifli their Jackanapes of a King for his Pre- 
furaption. Soon after, fpyiiig a Trap in a Ditch, 
which was baited with a Piece of Flefli, he went and 
informed the Ape of it, as a Treafiire, which, being 
found upon the Wafte, belonged to bis Majefty only. 
The Ape^ dreaming nothing of the Matter, went very 
brilkly to take Poflbflion; but had no fooner laid his 
Paws upon the Bait, than he was caught in the Trap; 
where, betwixt Shame and Anger, he began to re- 
proach the Fox, calling him Rebel and Traitor, and 
threatening to be revenged of him ; At all which 
Reyndrd laughed heartily; and going oflT, added, with 
a Sneer, You a King, and not underftand Trap ! 

TXd APPLICATION. 

A weak Man fliould not afpire to be a King; for li he 
were, in the End, it would prove as inconvenipnt tchimfelf, 
as di (advantageous to the Public/ To be qualifi^ for fuch 
an Office, ah Office of the laft Importance to Mankind, 
the Pcrfon (liould be of diftinguifhed Prudence, and moil 
unblemifhed Integrity ; too honed to impofe upon others, 
and too penetrating to be ilnpofed upon; thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Laws and Genius of the Realm he is to 
govern; brave, but notpaffionatc; good-natured, but not 
foft; afpiring at juft Efteem; <iefpifing vain Glory; with- 
out Supcrftition; without Hypocrify. When Thrones Mve 
been filled by People of adiflerent Turn from this, Hifloiics 
ftiew what a wretched Figure they always made; what 
Tools they were to particular Perfons, and what Plagues td 
their Subjefts in general. They who ftudicd their Paflions 
and entered into their Foibles, led them by the Nofe dp 
they pleafcd ; and took them off from the Guardianfhip of 
the Public, by fome paltry Amufcment, that themfelvcs 
might have the better Opportunity to rifle and plunder it« 
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TAB. XCIV. The Mole and her Dam. 




'T'HE young Mole fnuffed gp her Nofe, and toIJ 
* her Dam, (lie fmelt an odd Kind of a Smell. 
By and by, O ftrange! favs die, what a Noife there 
isinmyEars, as if ten Thoufand Paner-MilU were 
going. A little after flit was at it aeain. Look, look, 
what is that I fea yonder? it is juft like the Flame 
of a fiery Furnace. To whom the Dam replied. 
Pry thee, Child, hold your idle Tongue; and if yoiv 
would have ns allow you any Senfe at all, do not 
aflbA to (hew more than Nature has given you. 

The APPLICATION. 
It M wonderful tliaC AITeiflation, that odious Quality, 
lliould have been always fo common and epidemical ; 
(inee it is not more difngreealle to others, than hurtful 
to the Perfoii that wears it. Dy Affcflation. we aim at 
being thought to pofliifa fome Accomplilhment which we 
liavc not, fir at Ihowing what we have, in a conceited 
ollcntutious Manner. Now this we may be alTurod of, 
that among difccruing Pcnplc at Icaft, when we eudeu- 
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vour at any Thing of this Kind, inftcad of fucceedinf 
in ihe Attempt, we detraA frem fome real Pofleffion 
and make Qualilira, that would othcrwifc pafs ivcll enoi^li, 
Bppcar naafeons and t'ulfonie. Is il not ridiculous to Tuf 
an old battered Beau ]iut himfelf to Pain, that lie may ap- 
pear to tread lirm, anil walk llrongand upright i A Man, 
(lefedivc in his Kycs, run againil a Pofl, rather than coq- 
fcfs be M'anis a Guide! And one that is deaf miftsking 
every Thing jou fay, rather than you Ihould fufped h« 
i'amiDt hear: Vet perhaps ihefe 7'hii^ are done eveiy 
Day; and imitated, in fome other AffeAatioa, by tlicveiY 
People that laugh at them. ^ 

FAB. XCV. The Fox and ihe Boar. 




THE Boar ftooil whettinff his Tulks againfl an old 
Tree, The Fox, who nappened to come by at 
the fame Time, aflced bim why he macle tbofe martial 
Preparations of whetting his Teeth, finee there was 
)io Enemy near, that he could perceive ? That maf 
be, Maflcr Reynard, fays the Boar ; but we Ihould 
fcour lip our Arms while we have Leifure, you know; 
for, in Time of Danger, we (hall have fomethingelfc 
to do. 

We 
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The APPLICATION. 

lie that is not idle when he is at LeifiH'p^ may play 
tb bis lUifineft. A difcreet Man fhould have a Referv« 

every Xhing that is neceiTary before-hand; that when 
e Time comes for him to make life of them, he may nut 

in a Hurrv and a Confufion. A wife General has not 
I Men to difciplincj or his Ammunition to provide, when 
e Trumpet founds To Anns; but fcts apart his Times of 
i^rdfu for orie* and his Mugazincs for the other, in the 
liil%Mifon of P^aco. We bopo to live to a good old 
{6 : Should ive not then lay up a Stora of Convonicncict 
joinit that Time, when we (hall bo moft in want of them, 
id kaft able to procure them f Wo muft die \ nay, never 
ut ;. we muft. Are tb^ro not fome neceflary Things for 
\ to tranfad before wa depart \ at lead, fomo Trifle or 
liar for us to bequeath^ which a fudden Stroke may pre- 
mt M from doing P Sure there is. And if fo, how inex- 
ifablo (ball we be, if we defer the Execution of it, till 
M Alarm come upon us, i did not think of it 9 is an Ex* 
mffloR unworthy a wife Man's Mouth, aiiid was only ia- 
ended fojr the U(e of f ools. 
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FAB. xcvr. 

The Old Woman and the Empty Ca£k. 




AN Old Woman Taw an empty Caflc lying", front 
wliich there hat! been lately lirawn a Piece of 
choice racy Palm Snck ; the Spirit of which yethiine 
about the Vcfld, and the very Lee yielded st grateful 
cordial Scent. She applied her Nofe to the Bung- 
hole, and, fnuffing very heartily for (bme Time, at 
laft broke out into this Exclamation: Oh! the tleiici^ 
ous Smell; how good, how charming good muft yn» 
have been once, when your very Dregs .itc fo agreeable 
and refrefliing? 

The APPLICATION. 
Phcednis was im o\A Man when he wrote his Fahlc^ 
anct this he appUes lo bimfclf; intimating, whut w» 
oiii^ht to iudge of bis Vuuth, when his Old A^<^ was 
c^jiaNo of fiich Pmduftions. But fure iliis is a Pii-ce of 
V^ty that diinin'ilhcs Ioiiiti\i\na ol xVic ^owA Savoui of 
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agreeable old Man ; and it had been handfomer to have 
'^^ft us to make the Application for him. It is, at once, 
^^' pleafing and melancholy Idea, \i'hich is given us by the 
^^icw of an old Man, or Woman, whofe Converfation 
^s relifliiug and agreeable. We cannot forbear reprcfent- 
^ng to purfelves, bow inexpreflibly charming thofe mufl 
liave been in the Flower of Youth, whofe Decay is capa- 
X^le of yielding us ^ib miich Plcafure. Nor, at the fame 
'Hxne, c^ we help repining, that this Fountain of De- 
light is now almoft dried up, and going to forfake us ; 
-^nd that the Seafon in which it flowed in tne greatell 
^bundancey was fo long before we were acquainted with 
^he WodcL It is no difficult Matter to form a juft No- 
:tioii (ii what the Prime of any one's Life was, from the 
Spirit and Flavoar which. remain even in the iail Dregs. 
C)ld Age,- imcrcly as fach, can never render a Pcrfon 
either contemptible or difagreeable in the Eye of a rea- 
fonable Man : But ^ueh as we find People at that Time^f 
Life, much the fame they certainly were, in thofe which 
they c^U .their better Days. As they that can make them- 
ielves agreeable, aotwithftanding the DlfiJvantage of Old 
Age, muil have been highly entertaining In the Vigour of 
"Youth; fo, whenever we meet with one ii Years, whofe 
Irtumour is unpleafant, and Manners burdonfome, we 
may take it for granted, that even in the Prime of Youth, 
'^h aa cue waslroubleibme, in^pertincnt, and unfociable* 
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TAB. XCVII. The Fowler and the E^rk. 




A Fowler fet Snares to catch Larks in the opeti 
^^ Field. A Lark was caught; and finding herfelf 
entangled, could not forbear lamenting her hard Fate. 
Ahl woe is mcf faya ihe, what crime have I com- 
mitted ? I have taken neither SilvtT nor Gold> nor 
any Thin^ of Value; but mutl 3ie for only eating a 
poor Gram of Wheat. 

The APPLICATION. 
The irrrgutar Admini(1ration of Jufticc in th« World, ifc 
)ndi:cd a very iiicbicctioly Subject lo think of. A poor 
Fdlow fliiill be ImngedforftcalingaShcep, [Jerhnpatokecp 
his Fiimilv from ftarving; while one, who is alrPtuiy great 
and opulent, (hall, for that very Rpafon, ihink Mmfeif 
privileged to commit aim oil itny Enormities. But it is ne- 
ccllary thataSheivand Form of Judicc (hould be kept up; 
otherwife, were I'coplc to be e\er ib great, and f'l fuccel*- 
ful ltoi;ucs, they would not be able to keep Pofleflion of, 
and enjoy thi-ij Plunder. One of our Poets, in his De- 
fcripliun of a Court of JuAJcc, calli it a Place, 
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fCiere little ViUaini mvfiftAmU to Fafe, 
'J'iat great ones may enjoj/ tie World in State. 
What e. fad Thing it ia to reflca (iiiiJ iht more fB<!, 
bccaufc not to be remedied) that a Man aiaj I'ob tlic 
l^ublic of Millions, and efcape at lull; when fau that is 
taken picking a Pocket of tivu Shillings, unlcfs he kno»a 
how to make a Fricnil, ia furc to fwing for it ! 

FAB. xcvm. 

T^e Owl and the Gralhopper, 




AN Owl fat Heeping in a Tree, But a Grafhop- 
■**■ per who was finging beneath, would not let hec 
be quiet, abuling her with very indecent and un- 
civil Language; telling her fhe was a fcandalous 
Perfoni who plied a-nights to get her Living, and 
fliut herfelf up all Day in a hollow Tree. The 
Owl defired her to hold her Tongue and be tjulet : 
Notwith {landing which, (he was the more imperti- 
nent. She bc^ed of her a Tecoiid Time to leave 
off; but all to no Purpofe. The Owl, vexed at 
the Heart to God that all (he Taid went for nothing, 
eaft about to inveigle her by Stratagem. Well, fays 
Gie, fiace one muft be kept awake, it ii a Pleafure, 
I howeverj 
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iowcvcr, lo be kept awake by fo agreeable a Voice; 

.vhich, I muft coiifefs^ is no ways inferior to th^ 
fineft Harp. And, now I think of ij, I have a Bot- 
tle of excellent Nefliar, which my Miftrefs Pallas- 
gave nie; if you have a Mind, I will ghre you a Dram 
to whet your Whiftle. The Grafhopper, ready t( 
die with Third, and, at the fame Tmie, pleafed 
be fo complimented ' upon Account of her Voice,,^- 
Ikipped up to the Place very brifkly ; when the Owl,^ J 
advancing to meet her, feized, and, without mucktf"! 

Delay, made her a Sacrifice to her Revenge ; fe : 

curing to hcrfelf, by the Death of her Enemy, s^s, 
PofTeflion of that Quiet, which, during her Life-timej^-^ 
ihe could not enjoy* 

77ie APPLICATION. 

Humanity, o^ >what we umlerdand by common Cirilitj. 
18 not more a nccelTary Duty, than it is eafy to pra^ie 
The Man that isguilty of Ill-Manners, if he has been br 
to know what is meant by Manners, niuft do Violence t 
himfolf, as well as to the Perfon he offends; and cannot^ 
inhuman to others, without being cruel to his own Natu 
It has been obfervcd, in the Application to the Forty- fe^•ent 
Fable, that People of captious Tempers being generally i:^- 
thc Wrong, in taking Things ill, which were never fo in. — 
tended, are likely to bq'Dut the more perfecutcd, in orde m' 
to be laughed out of their Folly; and that not uujuilljpr. 
But we muft take care to diilinguiih; and, when an >' 
Thing truly impertinent and troublcfome has been faic/ 
or done to another, not to repeat it becaufebe takes it illy 
but immediately to defift from it; cfpecially when he is fo 
moderate as to make it his Requcft two or three Times, 
before he proceeds openly to take his Courfe, and do 
bimfelf Juilice. This Point fhould be well confidercd; 
for many Quarrels of very ill Confequehce have •beei 
occafioned by a rafh unthinking Perfiflance in the im* 
pertinent Humour before-mentioned. Some young Peo]dc 
are fond of fliewing their AVit and Intrepidity, and 
therefore take fuch (iccafions to do it : Ami when a Fricad 
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ii peevifh, (as one may have a private Caufe for being fo) 
they will out ioavo, till tbey have rallied him out of it ; 
>», thoD^ he iACrcats them ever fo gravely and canieAly. 
H'hereas, in Truth, we have no Right to be imperiincBt 
v'ith on* another to Extremity; and though there is n* 
^Av to pnnifli fuch Incivilities as I have been fjieaking of, 
they will fcarce fail of meeting with a dt^fcrved and juft 
^iufiifcment, fomc Way or other. ^ 



FAB. XCIX. Ttie One-eyed Doe. 




jA Doe, that had but one Eye, ufed to graze near 
■^^ the Sea, and that flie might be the more fccure 
from Harm, (he kept her blind Side towards the 
\Vater, from whence fhe had no Apprehtnfioti of 
tianger, and with the olher furveyed the Cotmtry as 
(he ftd. By this Vigilance and Precaution Ihe thought 
Wfelf in the utmoft Security; when a fly Fcliow, 
with two or three of his Companions, who had bee> 
poaching after her feveral Days to no Purpofe, at 
laft tooit a Boat, and fetching a Compafs upon the 
Sea, oame gently down uipon her, and (hot her. The 
I)oe. in tlic Agonies or Death, breathed out this 
I doleful 
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dolefu) Comptuat:,0 bard Fate! that I ILould r*. 
ceive my Death's Wound from that Side whence t 
expected uo 111 ; and be fafe in that Part where I lock- 
ed for the moll Danger. 

The APPLICATION. 
-Lifu is fufull of Accidents and Uncertainties, thai, with 
all tlie Precaution we ufc, wc can never be faid to be en- 
tirely I'rec from Danger. And tlio' llu-ru is but one Waj 
iurus tocoiHC iiitutlie World, tbe PalTagesto let us out of 
it are innumerable. Eio that wc may fi;uard ourfclvcs aj^nS 
the mult vifiblc and threateuiiig Ills usmucli as wepleafe, 
but lliail ftill leave an unguarded Side to a ttiouliuid latent 
Milchiefs, which tic in AmbuDi round about us. The 
Moral, thei-efore, wliicli fuch a IteQefiion fuggefis to US| 
IS to be neither loo fecurr, uor too folicitousabout tlieSoietj 
of our Perfons 1 asit ijimpoQibli: fur us to be always out ot 
l>ang«r,fo would it bieunreafouablo and uiunanly to be al 
ways in fuar of that which it is not in obt Power to prevvut 

FAB, C. The River Fifh and the Sea Fifli. 




THL Waters of a River being nughtily fwelltt 
bv a great Flood, the Stream ran down with i 
violent Current, and by its rapid Force carried i 
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l^uge Barbel along with it into the Sea. This Fre(h« 

Vi^itT Spark was.no fooner come into a new Climate, 

lut he b^an to give himfelf Airs^ to talk big» and 

look with Contempt upon the Inhabitants of the Place. 

He boafted^ that he was of a better Country and Fa« 

mily than any among them^ for which Reafon they 

ought to give Place to him, and pay him Refpcft ac- 

cordiDgly. A fine large Mullet, that happened to 

fvvim near him, and heard his infolent Language, bid 

him hold his filly Tongue; for, if they (faould be taken 

by Filhermen, and carried to Market, he would foon 

be convinced who ought to have the Preference: We, 

fays he, (hould be bought up, at any Price, for Tables 

ot the firft Quality, and you fold to the Poor for little 

or nothing. 

The APPLICATION. 

It proceeds from a Want either of Scnfc ®r Breeding, 
or both, when Foreigners fpeak flightly of the Country 
they happen to be in, and cry up their own. It is indeed 
Natural to have an Affedion for one's o\rn native Place; 
iror can we, perhaps, in our Mind, help preferring it before 
*^y other: But it is certainly both imprudent and unman- 
**^riy, to exprcfs this in another Country, to People whofe 
Opinion it muft needs contradict, by the fame Rule that it 
pleafes our own. But, however, granting that there is a 
<^crtain Difference between Countries, fo as to make one 
RTfatly preferable, in the Generality of Opinions^ to ano- 
ther, yet what has this to do with the iSIerit of particular 
V<^rlons ? Or why fliould any one value himfelf upon an 
Advantage over others, which is purely owing to Accident? 
^t niuft be from fome ufeful or agreeable Talent in our- 
felves, that we are to merit the Kfteem of Mankind ; and 
" We (liinc in a fuperior Degree ot Virtue or Wifdom, 
whatever our native Air happened to be, virtuous and wife 
Men, of every Nation under Heaven, will pay us the Re- 
gard and the Acknowlegmeuts we deferve. 
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FAB CI ^fop « Play 




A N ^ henmn on D 
^^ a C mp ny of 

V nd b g n 

Th dF w h w 
o ff h d 

and laid it upon the Gi 
ibrious Athenian, N< 
the Riddle if you 



f und ^fp a P av » h 

B y a h h d fli D - 

nd )a gh a h m fb 

' o Ri h a Wag h n f , 

h m kaBow unllrung, 

lund. Then caHing the cen- 

, Philofopher, fays he, expound 

and tell us what the unftrained 



implies. TheMan, afler racking his Brains, and 
I ralching his Pate about it aconfiderableTime, to no 
Purpofe, at laft gave it up, and declared he knew not 
what to make of it. Why, fays yJ-'Jep laughing, if \-ou. 
keep a Bow always bent it will break prefentTv j bu^ 
if you let it go (lack, it will be the fitter for Ufe wheih, 
you want it. 

The APPLICATION. 
The Mind of Man is like a Bow in this RcfpcA ; fo^ 
if it be always kvpt intent upon Bufinefs, it wilt citbe*^ 
break, ami be good for nothing, or lofe that Spring ancJ 
Energy, which is required in one who would acquit him — 
tdi with Credit. But Sports and Divcrfions footh and 
flacken 
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facken it, and keep il in a Condition to be 6xcrfeii (o tliii 
bi^ft Advantage upon Occafiuii. It j)r»cccds cither from 
Pride, III nature, or Hypocrify, when People cpiifure anii 
arc oll'cndcd at tbc Liberties which oiliers ufe in tltus re- 
laxing tlicir .Minds. Sloth and Iilienefs, by which w« 
SegWt Ihc Profecution of our neceflary Affairs, inuft tin 
condemned by all Means ; but thofe whu know huw to dif- 
patcb the proper Bufmel's of Life well and feHfonably 
•nuugh, need be under no Apprehculion of being fiicprifed' 
at tlieir Diverliims, if they have nulbing diflionell in them. 
As thefe Amufeinents ought to bi- allowed, bccaufc Ilicy 
are proper, fu it is no great Matter liow they iire followed ; 
ve.raay, if wc like il, us nell play with Cliildrcn as Men; 
and ratber, if wc And they can divert us better, which is 
. not vcrjIeMom theCiife; Some M«i and Women aieufo- 
IbIi and untruftable in every CircuuUlancc of Life; and 
fome. Children To engaj^ing and entertaining, with an agree- 
able undcfigned Mixture of Inni>cence and Cunning, that 
the Company of the latter is, many Times, the more pre- 
ferable and diverting. 

FAB. CII. 77ie Jack-Daw and the'Pi^tom. 




^ Jack Daw, obre ving that the Pigeons in a cer- 

' tain Dove Cote livcu well, and wanted for no- 

I 3 thvaif^ 
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ihing, white-waflied his Feathers^ and endeavourinc 
to look as much like a Dove ^ he could, went ana 
lived among them. The Pigeons, not diftinguiihing 
him as long as he kept (ilent, forbore to give him any 
Difturbance. But at laii he forgot his Chara&er, ana 
began to chatter; by which the Pigeons difcovering 
what he was, flew upon him, and beat him away from 
the Meat, fo that he was obliged to fly back to the 
Jack-Daws again. They, not knowing him in his 
difcoloured Feathers, drove him away likewife : So that 
he who had endeavoured to be more than he had a Right 
to^ was not permitted to be any Thing at all. 

The APPLICATION. 

The pretendisig to be of Principles which we are not^ 
either out of Fear, or any Profped of Acl vantage, is a very 
hafe, vile Thing ; and whoever is guilty of it, deferves t^ 
meet with ill Treatment from all i>orts and Conditions dt 
Alen. But the bcft of it is, there is no Fear of fuch 
Counterfeits impofing upon the World long, in a Difguife 
fo contrary to their own Nature : Let them but open their 
Mouths, and, like the Daw iii ine Fable, thcy immediately 
proclaim their Kind. If they ihould deceive for awhile» 
by appearing in an nnqueftionable Place, or hanging ou 
falfe Colours, yet, if touched upon the right String, the^ 
would be difcovered in aninftant: For, when People ar 
acting a wrong Part, tiicir very Voice betrays them; the; 
cither cannot ad their Part fufficiently, or they over 
it: And, which evci is the Cafe, a Man of Diferetion iin< 
Honour will be furc to diftinguilh, and to difcpuntcnan 
fuch pitiful Inipollors, 
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FAB. cm. The Sow and the Bitch. 




A Sow and a B ch happen n^ to mee a Deba e 
^* a ofe bet xt hem cone n g he Fn fu nefs 
TheBtch offted pnn ha (he b o gh mo e a a 
Litter, and oftener, than any other fimr-Icgged Crea- 
ture. Aye, fays the Sow, you do indeed, but you are 
always in fo much Hailc about it, that yoti bring your 
Puppies into the World blind. 

The APPLICATION. 

The more Ilajie, the uorfe Speed, is a moft pxcellent 
Proverb, and wnrthy to be; wum Upon foinc confpicuous 
I'art of our Drels nr Equipage, that it may give us a 
proper Check, when wc go about niiy Tiling of Impiirt- 
ance; wliicb otherwifi: v.c might bo apt to ptirfuc witli 
too much Hurry uiid Precipitation. It is no Wonder 
our Prndudiutis (huuld come into the World blind, or 
lame, or othiirwifc dpfc^ivo, when by unoatural Methods 
wo accelerate their Hirtb, and relufu tu let them go tliuir 
f»U Time. And if a hally rublicattou he fuch a " 
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what mull it be to brag, and makB Profeffion of it in 
Prefaces and Dedications, as the Pradice of foiDe hi 
Sure fuch Writers fancy the World will admire theJt 
Parts, when they endeavour thus to coiivince them hoir 
much they have wrote, and how little Time- and Paini 
Ihey have beflowed upon it. But, however, the Adver* 
Mfumcuts and Hints they give us of this Kind, may be fo 
far ufcful, as Eo induce^ us to take them ut their Words, 
and iTparc ourfelvcs the Trauble of peiuOng a Treatife, 
wRicli they aflitre us beforehand is incorrect and faulty, 
ihroiigh the Idlcoefs, Impatience, or wilful Negltd of 
■he Author. 



PAB. CIV. The Sparrow and the Hare. 




A Hare being feized by ati Eag'e, fqueaked out fn 
■^^ a moll wofiil Manner. A Sparrow, that fat 
upon a Tree juft by, and faw it, cnM not forbear 
-being uiifcafonahly witiy, but calli-d out, and fatd 
totheHarc: So ho! what, fit there and bafcHIedl 
I'l'yllice, \\n aitd away ; I dare fay, if you would but 
trv.' fo fwifi a Creature as you arc, would cafilr 
vfuapc from the Eagle. As he was going oa with 
hit 
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his cruel Raillery, down came a Hawk, and fnapped 
him up; and notwithftanding hrs vain Cries and 
Lamentations, fell a devouring of him in an Inftant. 
The Hare, who was juft expirmg,, yet received Com- 
fort from this Accident, even in the Agonies of Death ; 
and addreffing her la(l Words to the Sparrow, faid. 
You, who jult now infiilted my Misfortunes with fo 
much Security, as you thought, may pleafe to fljcw us 
how well you can bear the like, now it has befallen you. 

the APPLICATION. 

Nothing is more impertinent than for People to be 
givin<5 their Opinion and Advice, in CpJ't's, in wUich, 
were they to be their own, themfelvcs would be as muck 
at a Lofs what to do. Rut fo great an Itch have moll 
Men to be Dircdors in the Affairs of others, either to flicw 
the Superiority of their Underfianding, or their own Se- 
curity and Exemption from the Ills they would have re- 
moved, that , they forwardly and conceitedly obtrude their 
Counfel, c\K?n at the Hazard of their own Safety and Re- 
putation. There have been Inftances of thofc, who either 
officioufly, or for the Jeft's Sake, have fpent much of their 
Time in reading Lcdures of (Economy to the reli: of the 
World; when, at the fame Time, their own ill liuf- 
bandry has been fuch, that they were forced to quit their 
Dwellings, and take Lodgings; while their Goods were 
fold to make a Compofition for the Debts they owed to 
petty Tradefmen. Without giving more Examples of 
this Kiud, of which every one may furnifli: himfelf with 
enough from his own Obfervation, we cannot but con- 
clude, that none are greater Objeds of Ridicule, than 
they who thus merrily alTumc a Charat^ter, which at iho 
lame Time, by fome Incidents of their Life, they con-^ 
vince us of their being fo unfit for. 
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TAB C\ Ctfara ///e Slave 




AST"* C as pon a P og ef to J^apki 

*^ o ce he pt t m at J Ho fe he had pon the 
Mo nla n MJ wh ch was bu it there by Luc I*- 

In. ind con manded a ear Vev of the 7" /can Sea, 
ha ngadftamProfpeaevenofthatofi' l^ Here, 
>s he was walking in the Gardens and Wildernefles, 
•f a moft defightfut Verdure, one of hi^ donieftic 
Slaves, wWch belonged to that Houft, pntting him- 
fclf into a moft alert Poftwre and Drefa, appeared in 
one of the Walks where the Emperor happened to 
be, fprinklrng the Ground' with a Watering- Pot, 
in order to lav the Dull; and this he didfooffici- 
^ully, that herwas taken Notice of, and even laughed 
6t; for he ran through private AlHes and Turnings, 
from one Walk lo another? fo that, wherever the 
Kmperor went, he fli^l found this Fellow mighty 
biify with bis Watering- l\)t. But at laft, hisDe- 
fign being difcovered, which was, that he iancicd 
Cte/ii)- would be fo touched with this Diligence of 
his, as to make him free ; (Part of which Ceremony 
confifted in giviDg the Slave a geutle SUoke on one 
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Side of his Face) his Imperial Majefty^ being difpofed 
to be mern', called him to him ; and when the Maa 
came up, full of joyful Expectations of his Liberty, 
Hark you. Friend, fays he, I have obfcrved that you 
have teen very bufy a great while; but it was imper- 
tinently bufy, in officioufly meddling where you had 
nothing to go, while you might have employed your 
Time better elfcwhere; and therefore I muft be fo 
free as to tell you, that you have miftaken your Man; 
I cannot afford a Box of the Ear, at fo low a Price a» 
you bid for it. 

The APPLICATION. 

Hadnis tells us, upon his AVord, that this is a true 
Story; and that he wrote it for the Sake of a Set of induf- 
trious idle Gontlenaen at RdmCf who were haralTcd and fa- 
tigued wfth a daily Succeflion of Care and Trouble, becaule 
they had nothing to do; ^always in a Hurry, but without 
Kufmefs; bufy, but to noPurpofe; labouring under a vo- 
luntary Necelfity ; and taking Abundance ^f Pains to fliew 
they were good for nothing. But .what great Town or City 
^s fo entirely free from this S*6l, as to render the Moral of 
this Fable ufelefs any where ? for it points to all thofe officious 
good-natured People, who are eternally running up and 
tiown to fcrve their Friends, without doing them any good ; 
^vho by a Coniplaifance wrong-judged, or ill-applied, 
"ifplcafc, while they endeavour to oblige, and are never 
"oing leis to the Purpofe, than when they arc molt cm- 
P%cd, How many ttrc there who think themfclves entitled 
to good Pofts from Government, only for having been 
Pa|)blers in Politics all their Lives, to the Negleft and Pre- 
judice of their propei Callings ; for never failing to enquire 
% News of the Day of their Acquaintance, and cxprcUing 
**ieaTty Salisfadion or a deep Concern, as the Account 
&^cn has aflected them ! There is another Sort, who are fo 
5°»»cerned left you ihould find out that they are mere Cyphers 
?5 fcife, that they over-ad their Part, and are ever in a 
Hurry; who appear at Coflfee-Uoufes, and other public 
'^We*, looking about eagerly for one with whom they have 
^ Bufioeis, and wantiiig to be alked to flay, that they may 
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fabve an Opportunity of tcltmg you they cannot poflibly 
do it. Pcuplc of this Call always fubfcril>e tbcir Lettcra 
»ith a Yiiuit, in grtat Hafie, though ihcy write to you only 
bccaulb tliey haveiiotdiiig cll'e to do. In a Word, tbi* 
Fublc is defigiicd fur the Ill-formation of all thofc who en — 
doavuur to raifu to thtinfelvcs Mevit and Appluufu from ^t, 
mifapplii-d Indtiftry. It is notour beiDg bufy and oili — 
ciuui tliat wilt procure us the Kflccin of Men of Senfc ; 
but the imending iind contriving our Adious to fotnunobL« 
ulVful Purpofe, and for the general Good of Mankind, 

FAB. CVI. The Sheep-Biter. 




A Certain Shepherd had a Dog, upon whofe F*/- 
•'^ delity he relied very nuich; for wlienever tie 
had an Occafion to be abfent himfelf, he commtt- 
ted the Care and Tuition of the Flock to the Charge 
of this Dog; and, to encourage him to do hia Dutv 
■ sheerfully, he fed him conftantly with fweel Cuni) i 
and Whey; and fgmetimes threw him a Cruft or 
two extraordinary. Yet, notwithflanding this, oo 
fooncr was his Back turned, but the treachennii 
Cur fell foul upon the Flock, and dcyo-.tred the 
Sheep 
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Sheep inftead of guarding and defending them. I'hc 
Shepherd, being informed of this, was rclolved to 
hang him; and the Dog, when the Rope was about 
his Neck, and he was juft eoing lo be tied up, began 
totxpoftulate with his M alter, afking him, VV^hy he 
>^'a« \o unmercifully bent againft him, who was his 
own Servant and Creature, and had only committed 
one or two Crimes; and whv he did not rather exe- 
cute Revenge upon the Wolf, who was a conflant, 
open, and declared Eiiemy? Nay, replies the Shep- 
herd, it is for that very Reafon that I think you ten 
Times more worthy of Death than him; from him I 
expeded nothing but Hottilities, and therefore could 
^ard againft him : You I depended upon as a jull and 
/aithtul Servant, and fed and encouraged you accord- 
'igly- and therefore your Treachery is the. more no- 
torious, and your Ingratitude the more unpardonable. 

The APPLICATION. 

1^0 Injuries are fo bitter and fo inexcufable as thofe 
■^ Hich proceed ifrom Men whom wc trul'ted as Friends, and 
i'^ vhom we placed a Confidence. An open Enemy, how- 
ever inveterate, may overpower and deftroy us, or perhaps 
. '^^^iy hurt and aftiift us only in fonie iNIearure ; but, as iucli 
^ Treatment cannot furprife us, bccaufe we expected no 
»*^fs, neither can it give us half tlie Grief and Uncafniefs 
^^ Mind, which we are apt to feel when wc lind ourfelvos 
wronged by the Treacl^ery and ralfchood ot' a Friend. 
;Vhen the Man whom we trulted and cftcenied proves in- 
jurious to uSy it is a Calamity fo criiclly coniplicated in iti 
^'rcumftances, that it involves us in Grief of many Folds, 
*nd multiplies the Sum of our Infelicity. At one and the 
■; fame Time, wc find a Foe where we Icall expcdcd, and 
lofc a Friend when we mod wanted him ; which muft bo 
I' as feverc and piercing, as it is fuddcn and furprifmg. It 
i >s natural, therefore, for our llefentment to be in Proper- 
s' tionto our Senfe of fuch an Injury; and that we fiuiuld 
i *Jfh the PuniQiment of fo extraordinary a Crime may be, at 
: leaft^ as great as that which ufually atteuds an ordinary one. 
; PAD. 
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FAB. CVII. The Thief and the Dog. 




A Thief, coming to rob a certain Houfeinlhe Night, 
was difturbcdin his Attempts by a fierce vigilant 
Dog, who kept barking at him continually. Upon 
which the Thief, thinlTing to flop his Mouth, threw 
him a Piece of Bread : But the Dog refufed it with In- 
dignation; telling him, that before, he only fufpefled 
him to be a had Man; but now, upon his offering to 
bribe him, he was confirmed in his Opinion ; and that, 
as he was intrufted with the Gnardianfbip of his Maf- 
ter's Houfe, he (hould never ceafe barking while fucb 
a Rogue as he lay lurking about it. 

The APPLICATION. 
A Man who is very free in his Prutellations of Frienii- 
(liip, or Offers of gveat Civility upon th- firft Interview, 
may meet with Applaufc and Kficem from Foi>ls, but 
cuntrives his Scbt.-mes of that Sort to little or no Purpofe, 
in the Company of Men of Senfe. It is a ciimmon Mid 
known Maxim, to fufpcA an Enemy even the more, for 
bis endeavouring to convince usuf hid Benevolence; tiecauft 
the Oddnejif of tEeTlungpuUaiu^aQiH Guard, and makes 
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I canclade, that fomc pernicious Dcfign mull bo cooched 
lujer fo fudden and uuexpeflcd a Turn of Behaviour: 
uC it is no unneccflary Caution, to be upon the Wutch 
juult even iudiffereiit I'eopic, when wu perceive thcra 
OGomiDonly forward in tbcir Approaches of Civility and 
iindDefB. The Man, who at tirfl Sight makes us an 
)flm, which is due only to patticular and well-acquainted 
rieoda, niuA be either a Knave, and intends by fuch a 
liit to draw us into his Net; or a Fool, witb whom w,c 
uglil lo avoid having any Communication. Thus liir the 
''Onfideratiun of this Fable miiy be ufcful to us in private 
jft; what it contains farther, in Relation to the I'ublic, 
<, That a Man, truly honL'll, will never let his Mouth be 
Offcd with a Bribe; but the greater the Ofl'ur is which 
' deligned to buy his Silence, the louder, and more con- 
^ntly will he open againll the ^lifcreants \vho would 
rachfe it upon him. 



FAB. CVIII. The Harper. 




I Fellow that ufed to play upon his Harp, and 

* fing to it in little Alehoufes, and madL> a ShiJi, 

' the Help of tbofe mirrow confined Walls, to 

pkafe 
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pleafe the dull Sots who heard hituf from bencec 
entertained an Ambition of lliewing his Parts upoa 
the public Theatre, where ho fancied he could not 
fdil of railing a great Reputation and Fortune in a 
Vc*ry (liortTime. He was accordingly admitted upon 
Trial; biit the Spacioufnefs of the Place, and the 
Throng of the People, fo deadened and weakened both 
his Voice and IndruniHit, that fcarce either of them 
could he heard; and where they could, it founded fo 
poor, fo Jow dnd wretched, in the Ear of his refined 
Audience, that he was univerfally exploded and hiffcd 
oiT the Stage. 

The APPLICATION. 

When we are commended for our Performances by Peo- 
ple of much Flattery, or little Judgment, we fliould be furc 
not to value ourfelvcs upon it; for Want of which, many a 
vain vnthinking JNIan has at once cxpofcd and loft himfelf 
to t!ie World. A Buffoon may be very agreeable to a Com- 
pany difpofed to, be mirthful over a Glafs of Wine, who 
would not be fit to open iiis Mouth in a Senate, or upon a 
Subjed where found Senfe and a grave and ferious Beha- 
viour are expeded. It is not the diverting a little, infig- 
nilicant, injiulicious Audience or Society, which can gain 
lis a proper Kficem, or infure our Succefs, in a Place which 
tails for a Performance of the iirfl Rate; we fhuuld have 
eilh<T allowed Abilities to pleafe the moft refined Taftes, 
or Judgment enough to know that we want them, and to 
liavo a Care how we fubmit ourfclves to the Trial. And, 
if we mind to purfue a juft and true Ambition, it is not 
fufficient that we ftudy barely to pleafe, but it is of great- 
eft Moment whom we pleafe, and in what llefpcdl; other* 
Avile, wc may not only lofe our Labour, but make our- 
Iftlvcs ridiculous into the Bargain. 
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FAB.CIX. 77/e Two Crabs. 




Tufaid to be the Nature of a Crab-Fifl> to ga 
' Wkward : However, a Motlicr-Crab, one Day, 
^ved her Daughter, and was in a great Paflion 
'ithher for her untoward aukward Gail, which fli« 
elired her to alter, and not to move in a Way fn coii- 
■adiflory to tht- rtft of ihe World. Indeed, Mother, 
lys the young Crab, I walk as decently as 1 can, and 
' the beft of my Knowledge j but, if yon would have 
itgootherwife, I beg you would be fo good as to 
Taaifeit firft, and (liew me, by your own Ksample^ 
ow you would have me behave myfclf. 

ne APPLICATION. 
The ^fan, who is fo impertinent as to rebuke others 
r aililbchnviour of wliich iic liimfclf is guilty, itiuft 
■'idler « Hypocrite, h H'lifclcfs Civsrure, oriin iiupu- 
•nt Fellow. It is Ihtiu'Sf tliiit Miinkiml, beiiiu A> iijit to 
twroiis '" ""J" Puriitulftrs, ihouW Ml tbe fame Tin"- l>u 
pnne to Calumny and UetrutUu::, Ouc would tliiiik riiat 
tliejr 
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they who err fo notorioiifly and frequently themfeltn, 
fliould be rather tender in concealing, tlian ofhcioui in 
carping at the Faults of tlu'ir Fellow Sinncre ; efpeciallj, 
coiifideriiig that it is i)atural to he milicd by our PaltloiH 
and Appetites into fome Excefs or other, but unnatural aod 
inhuman to impeach others of Mifcarriages, of which out- 
felvcsarc et^ually guilty. GraiiLing itwrre everfo proper, 
or fo inucli our Duty to find Fault with others, yet ws 
muft have a grent Share of Impudence, if we can bearlo 
do it while we know .oiirfclvcs liable to the fame Imputa- 
tions. Exnmpleis a thoufandTinicsmorc inAruAive, oi 
at lead pcrfuafive, than Precept : For, tliough the Rules for 
Virtue were even more prefling and numerous than they 
are, yet let but the Fafhion run upon Vice, as it moft 
commonly does, and you fee how ready and canformsbl* 
the World Ihews itfelf to every I'ait of it. 



FAB. ex. The Thief and the Boy. 




A BOY fat weeping upon the Side of aW 
**■ 1 bief happening to come by, juft at t 
Time, aflced him vuhy he wept. The Bov, 



a -Well. A 
L the fame 

.„..., „..j ..ewept. The Bov, fighing 

and ibbbing, replied, \lsa Svcvq^-mm btoke, and a 
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Srtlvcr Tankard was fallen to the Bottom of the 
Well. Upon this the Thief pulled off his Clothes, 
and went down into the Well to look for it ; where, 
having groped about a good while to no Purpofe, he 
came lip again, but found neither his Clothes nor 
the Boy ; that little arch Diffcmblcr having ran away 
with them. 

The APPLICATION. 

However Juflicc may be but little pradtifed and purfued 
by particular Men in the common Courfe of their Ai^tions^ 
yet every one readily agrees, that it ought to be kept up 
and inforced by the feveral Penal Laws, in Rcfped to the 
Public in General. Many a one can fcarce forbear robbing 
and defrauding another, when it is in his Power to do it 
with Impunity ; but at the fame Time, he dreads being 
robbed and defrauded again, as' much as if he were the 
moii innocent Man living, and is as fevere in profecuting 
the Offenders ; which proves, that an unjufl man is de- 
Hbemtely wicked, and abhors the Crime in another which 
he dares commit himfelf. It is for this Reafon, that the 
*T€2,t£r P2rrt of Mankind Kke well enough to have Pu- 
nifhment infli6ted upon thofe who do wrong ; accordingly 
fubmit tbemfelves to be governed peaceably and quietly 
by the Laws of their Country, upon the Profpe6l of 
feeing Juiticc executed upon all thofe who do them ah 
Injury. Aud^ however a tender Nature may (brink at 
the Sight, and coramiferate the Condition of a fuffering 
Malefactor, yet, in the main we may obferve, that Peo- 
ple arc pleated and fatisfied when the Sword of Juilice is 
unflieatbed ; and Multitudes will even crowd to be Spec- 
tators, when the finifliing Stroke is given. But what 
affords us the greateil Pleafure upon fuch Occafions, is, 
when we are entertained with a View of Juftice, afting, 
as it were, in Perfon, and punilliing Cheats and Trickfters, 
by making their own Contrivances inftrumental in it, and 
by ordering, as in the Fable, that their Wickcdnefs may 
iall upon their own Head. 
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FAB. CXI. Mercury and the Woodmao, 




A Man was felling a Tree on the Eink of a Rivny 
^^ and by Chance let Ins Hatchet flip out of h» 
Hand, which dropt into the Water, and imme* 
diately funk to the Bottom. Bting therefore in great 
Diftrefs for the Lofs of his Ton), he fat down and 
bemoaned himfelf inoft lamentably. Upon this, Mrcr 
curt/ appeared to him, and, being informed of the 
■ Canfe of his Complaint, dived to the Bottom of , 
the River, and coming up again, Ihewcd the Man 
a golden Hatchet, demanding if that were his. He 
denied that it was. Upon which. Meratiy dived i. 
fecmd Time, and brought up a filvcr one. The 
Alan rcfufed it, alledging likewife that this was not 
lii.s. He dived' a third Tinie, and fetched up ihe 
individual Hatchet, the Man had loft ; npon Sight 
of ivhich the poor Wretch was overjoyed, and look 
it with all Humility and Thankfurnefa, Alerciuy 
was fo pleafed with the Fellow's Honcfty, that he 
gave him the other two mVo vte B^j^aia^ as s Re- 
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rd for his juft Dealing. The Man goes to his 
mpanions, and giving them an Account of what 
1 nappened, one of them went prefently to the 
7er's Sidcy and let his Hatchet fall defignedly into 
! Stream. Then fitting down upon the Bank, he 
I a wee|)tng and lamenting, as if he had been 
illy^iridforely afflided. Mercury appeared as before, 
d diving, brought him up'a golden Hatchet, aflcing 
that was the Hatchet he loft. Tranfported at the 
ecious Metal, he anfwered. Yes ; and went to 
atch it greedily. But the God, detefting his abo- 
linable Impudence, not only refufed to give him that, 
at would not fo much as let him have his own 
[atcbet again. 

The APPLICATION. 

Notwithdanding the Pronenefs of Mankind to do Evil, 
md the Account which fome find in playing the Knave, 
pet there cannot be invented a more true and reafonablc 
Maxim, than that by which we are aflurcd that Honejly is 
^ht hefi Policy, If we confidcr it in Rcfj)C(5l to the other 
World, there never was a Religion but fliidlly required it 
of its Votaries: If wc examine it upon Account of this, 
ve (hall find that the honed Man, provided his other 
Talents are not deficient, always carries the Preference in 
our Efteem, before any other, in whatever Bufincfs he 
^ks fit to employ himfelf. 
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but low. But when he had continued to do this for 
many Days to no Purpofe, in a Paflion at the Difap- 
pointment^ he took the. Image by the Legs, knocked 
it againft the Pavement, and broke it in Pieces; 
upon which a great Quantity of Money, which had 
been inclofed within it, flew about the Room. The 
Man no fooner perceived this, but addrcffing himfelf 
to the Idol, thou obftinate, perverfe Deity, fays he, 
who, while I humbly befought thee, hadft no Regard 
to my Prayers, but now thou art ufed ill, and broken 
to Pieces, doft pour forth good Things, ia even 9. 
greater Abundance than I could defire. 

The APPLICATION. 

This is a Fable of a very extraordinary Compoiition ; 
if, as the ancient Mythologifts fay, it is defigned ^to fi«;- 
nify no more than, That where fair Means will not do, 
foul mull be ufcd. Indeed fome Natures are fo very 
rough and untradtabie, that gentle Ufage and moderate 
Treatment are thrown away upon them ; they mull b« 
wrought upon like ftubborn JNletals, by Blows frequently 
and heartily applied. Cut what has all this to do with 
Religion and the Worfliip of God ? The Table is ufelcfs 
in that Refpeft, iinlefs we confider it in this Light, That 
the Adoration of Images is the mofl ftupid Part of Religion 
that ever was invented. How any of the fober, fenliblo 
Heathen World could be induced, fo as to gi\e into fuch 
an unreafonable Piece of Devotion, is aftonifhing ; or how 
thi;y could fuppofe that a fenfolcfs Stock or Stone, which 
had neither Life «r Motion in it, could underfland their 
Complaints, and redrefs their Grievances : Such a Suppo- 
sition mud be monftroullv abfurd and foblifh. But what 
then muft we think of thofe Chriftians, who blindly run 
into the fame Practice, tho' they have an acknowledged and 
received Command from the God they worfhip, ablblutely 
forbidding it ! What was only Stupidity in the Iicathens,in 
them is grofs Wickednefs, and prophane impudent Impiety. 
But the People who can be made to believe that this Ts right, 
may be taught to fwallow any Thing, and confequently art 
the fitteft Tools to carry on the Trade of Pncftcraft. 

TAB. 
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FAB. CXIV. The Kid and the 'Wolf, 




t f f ; 
d hn 
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A KID 1 ng n nted pon 
aid f-wngaA\o!f b lo 
Manner of Rep a hes I on cl e 
look 0- up repi d Do jue vou feif 

Creat re pon tl k ng jou m n ty n c for I k 
upoitl a II La cmgc as o c n ^ fro jo but 
from the Place I cl ptoedsjou 

jTAc APPLICATION. 

To rail iind give ill Ijin^iuaj^, is very unbpcoming, 
not Duly in Cieiitli^mcn in particular, but Mun in ttencru) : 
Nor can wc ealily determine whetJiL-r Courage or Maii- 
iiurs arc moft wanting in the I'erfun who is given to ufu 
it. Now, when any one is ft l'crei;(icd and protoOcd 
by the Place he n in, that he may coinmit fuch Iiidc- 
ccncica with Impunity, however liis C^arcale may iTrape 
Scot free, yet lie is lure to pay for it in his llqiutalion; 
it being impolTiblc wvflioulil think him a Man of Ho- 
nour, who endeavours to wound ua from the Advantane 
uf tlu: Place iu vhicb he happens to be, and refufes to 
K engHje 
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engage us upon equal Terms. Wlienevcr, therefon^ 
we are aitackud by one, whom the Company we are iii| 
or fume atlitT Clrcumtiancc, makes it improper nr im- 
pra^ticable fur us to come al, let us ivilely curb our 
Faflioas of UeFtiitmcnt, by conrulering, tbat it is not 
the filly Perfun who fpcaks, but fomc Situation, by which 
he is fecurvd, that utters the Reprouch ugainA us. 1'he 
fame Reflcflion may furve alfo to divert, itiftead of exaf- 
pcrating as, at the im|iot(!iit Malice of thofc poor Spirits, 
who Bt the fame Time that they take lUc Advantage of t 
Place to brandifl) ttieh infamous Tongues aguinft us, Ihew 
how much they fear us, and that they durA not do it, 
unlefsthey knew thimfclvcs to be out of the lU-ach of out 
Uefcutmcnt. 



FAB. eXV. T/ie Judicious Lion. 




A Lion having taken a young Bullock ftood over 
**■ and was jiift eoins to devour it, whenaTbiet 
Itept in, and cnea Halves mth him No, Fneiid, 
fays the Lion, vou are too ant to take what is not 
your Due, and therefore I (hall have nothing to fay 
U you. By Chance^ a p«or hoaefi Traveller hap* 
peoed 
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ned to come that Way, and feeing the Lion, mo- 
ftly and timoroufly withdrew, intending to go ano- 
cr Way : Upon which, the generous Beaft, with a 
mrteous afiaUe Behaviour, denred him to come for- 
ard, and partake with him in^that, to which his Mo- 
stly and Humility had given him foeoodaTitie. 
hen, dividing the Prey mto two equal Parts, and 
filing hinifeif upon one of them, he retired into the 
l/'oods, and left the Place clear for the honed Man 
) cocue in for his Share. 

The APPLICATION. 

There rs not one but will readily allow this Behaviour 
f the Lion to have been commendable and jull; notwith- 
anding which, Grecdinefs and Importunity never fail to 
3rive and attain their Ends, while Modelty (larves, and 
J for ever poor. Nothing is more difagrceable to quiet, 
eafonable Men, than thofc that arc petulant, forward, 
nd craving, ia foliciting for their Favours: and yet Fa- 
ours are feldom bellowed but upon fuch as have extorted 
Item by thefe teazing oflenfive Means. Every Patron, 
'hen he fpeaks his real Thoughts, is ready to acknow- 
idge that the modeil Man has the bed Title to his Efleein ; 
eC he fuffers himfelf, too often, to be prevailed upon, 
lerely by outrageous Noife, to give that to a Ihamolefs 
(Tuiaing Fellow, which he knows to be jullly due to the 
lent, unapplying, modelt Man. It would be a laudable 
"hing in a Man in Power, to make a Refolution not to 
cmfer any advantageous Pod upon the Perfon that afks 
>r it; as it would free him from Importunity, and afford 
Im a quiet I^ufure, upon any Vacancy, oilher to conii- 
er with himfelf who had deferved belt of their Country, 
r to enquire, and be informed by thofe whom ho could 
•uft. But, as this is feldoni or never pradifed, no Won- 
er that we often find tlie Names of Men of little Merit, 
lentioned in the public Prints, as advanced to confidcr- 
bl^ Stations, who were incapable of being known to the 
ublic auy other Way. 

K 2 FAB. 
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FAB. CXVI. Tke Wolf a«rf the Kid. 




■IpHE Goat gome abroad to feed, Ihut up hei 
-^ young Kid at Home, charging hifn to bolt tbe 
Door &ft, and open it to nobody, tiU flie herfelf 
(bouM return. The Wolf, who lay lurking juft 1^, 
heard this Char^ given ; and foon after came ind 
hnocked at the Door, counterfeiting the Voice of ths 
Goat, and defiring to be admitted. The Kid, lookibg 
out at a Window, and finding the Cheat, bid him go 
about his Bulinefs; for, however he might imitate » 
Goat's Voice, yet he appeared too much like a Wolf 
to be trufted. 

The APPLICATION. 

As it is impolliblc that young People fliould Aeer tbor 
Courfe ftright in the World* before tbey are acquainted 
with the .Situaliim of ibe many Daf^rs which lie ia 
their Way ; it is therefore ncceflaiy, that tfaey IhouU 
be uiiA^ the Government and DireftioD of thofc who 
are spjM^^iAed to ttlui ihs Q,^T^e qI \!&m education. 
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whether they arc Parents, op Tutors by them intruflcd 
with .the Inilrudion of their ChildFen. If a Child ha& 
but lleafon enough to conlider at all, how readily iliould it 
embrace the Counfel of his Father I how attentively lillen 
to his Precepts ! an(i how ileadily purfue his Advice ! The 
Father has already walked >n thu dilHcult W'ildernefs of 
Life, and has obferved every Danger which lies lurking in 
the Paths of it, to annoy tlicFootUcpR-of thofe who never 
trod the Way before. Of thefe, with much Tcndernefs 
and lincere Atiedion, he makes a Difcovery to his Son; 
telling him what he raiift avoid, and direding him how to 
make a faie, lipnoariiblo, and advantageous .1 ouriiey . When 
therefore the Child refufcs to follow the Di relations of fo- 
fkilfal a Guide, fo faithful^ fo loving, and fo fnicere a 
Friem), no Wondei if he fall? into many Mifchicfs, which 
otberwifc lie might have efcaped, unpiricd and unlamcnted 
by all that know him, becauie he obAinately contemned 
th(t kind xVimonilious of him that truly wiflied and intended 
his HappiiK^fs, and perverfely followed the Examples of 
thofe who decoyed him out of the Way of Virtue, into 
the thorny Mazes of Vice and Error. Nor ihould Children 
take it ill, if the Commands of their Parents fomotinieft 
feciu ditiicult and difagrtxrable; periiaps upon Experiment, 
they may prove as pleafant and diverting, as if they had 
igliowed iheir own Choice; this, however, they may be 
ailured of, that all fuch Cautions are intended out of true 
Love and Afleclion, by thofe who are more experienced 
than thcmfelves, and therefore better Judges uliat their 
Condud Ihould be. 



K 5 'tK^* 
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FAB. CXVII. 

Tfie Wolf, tlie Fox, and the Ape. 




TpIlE Wolf iiidiaed the Fox of Felony, before 
the Ape, who upon that Occalion, was ap- 
pointed Special Judge of the Caufc, The Fox gave 
ii> his Anfwer to the Wolfs Accufation, and de- 
% nied the Fa<5t. So, after a fair Hearing on both 
Sides, the Ape gave Judgment to thU Purpofe. lam 
of Opinion that you, iays he to the Wolf, never 
Joft the Goods you fiic for : And as for you, turning to 
ihft Fox, T make no Quellinn, faid he, but you have 
Helen what is laid to your Charge, at leaft. And thus 
the Court was difniilTed, with this public Ceufure 
palled upon each Party. 



The APPLICATION. 

A Man that has once blcmillied his Credit by Knavery, 
will not be believed for the future, even though he 
Siould Jpcak the 'Ctuth. Oa^ Muuld tbink the Confi- 
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deration of this AiouM he feme Obilrudion to tying an J 
cheating, and a Difcouragement to the Profeflbrs of that 
Faculty.^ Whoever i» detedcd of voluntary deliberate 
Falfchood, although no Cognizance^ is had of it by the 
Public, will yet be for ever dctefted by thchouefl difcrect 
Part of his Acquaintance: And though he may efcape all 
Manner of Penalty, from the Law of the Land in which 
he lives, yet all that know him will lay him under a tacit 
private Condemnation, and treat him for ever after as an 
Outlaw, and an excommunicated Perfoi>. Cheating and 
Knavery may now and then fucceed and. pafs Mufter with 
the mod filly andifcerning Part of Mankind; but the 
Contrivers of fuch villainous Plots, whatever their Advan- 
tage may be, arc furc of getting little or no Honour by 
their Exploits ; and are liable to be detet^ted and expofed, 
even by the fim pic Crew which they pra^ife upon. A 
very Ape knows how to diftinguifh, and pafs juil Sen- 
tence upon a Fox' or Wolf: But the honefl juft Man, who 
is fair and upright in all his Dealings, is unexceptionable 
to every Body, and no Icfs fure of turning every Negocia- 
tion to his Profit, than to his Honour and Credit. > A 
Knave has a Chance, and perhaps but an indifiercnt one, 
of fucceeding once or twice, and that with the moll fooliih 
Part of Mankind ; whereas an honefi Man is fure of being 
conilautly trufled, and well cilcemed, and that by all wife 
and* good People. 



K 4 ^)&^ 
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FAB. CXVni. Jupiter fl«rf Me Afs. 




A Certain Al.s wliicli belonged to a Gaideiier, and 
*^ was weary "f carryijig hia heavy Burdens, prayed 
to Jupi/cr 10 give him anew Matter. Jiipilcr con- 
fentiiig to his Pctit'ioiij gave hmi a Tile-Maker, 
who Wdtcl him vvith Tiles, and made bfm carry 
heavier Burdens than before. Again he came, and 
made Supplicalians helecching lite GoA to give him 
<ine that was more mild; or, at lea ft, to let him have 
any other Mafter hot this. Jupiter eould not cbiife 
hut latiiih at his FoHy; however, he granted bis 
Bcqucft this Time iili'o, and made him over to a Tan- 
ner. But, as fnoii as the poor Afs wasfienlible what a 
Mafter he had got, he could not forbear upbraiding 
liiiufclt' wirh his great Folly and Inconflancy, which 
had brought him to a Mafter not only more cruel and 
exaiSing than any of the former, but one that would 
out fparc his very Hide after he was dead, 

TTie APPLICATION. 
This Fsblc is it lively Iteprcfeiitaiioa o£ the Inftabnily 
nf Maiikiiifl, who arc fcldom or iicvi-r contentetl with 
their own Lor. But Yi\ial<i\ct ^^tttv wm.^ ibink- 
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loufnnd to one but tix'yknow iefiiofany othpr\Vay,tIian 
flhat ill which tlicy huvc bruii brad ; Ai)J if rruvidrncu 
lauld comply with rlicir liumnurous Uc<^uell in fucti a 
!iifc, thoy tviiuld probably tind tlicmrcUi-s. more at s 
,ufs, and iiioiL'uncafy iti iliuir new Slution of Lilt-, than' 
*er they were in (he old ; at K-iift, then: is great Keafuit 
o fuiipufe tlicy would. The \'anily and Ignorance of 
he Men of this World are fo gteiit, that if every Mail 
night be what he dclirod, few would be what iliev 
mght. So that it is not of K-k IinportanuL- ti. tlie Good 
il ttic Public in gener.il, lliaii our imi) punk-uhir (juii>t 
ind IlHppinefs, that every !Man Ihoultl liu ealy and c«iji- 
tntcil with ihe ('nnditinn which Providence and \i\i 
Uucation have allotted Lini 

FAB C\l\ Tle^oya II f Mother 




AL ttle B ywho vent t school ftole one of ha 
School -Fellow's Horn-books, and brought it 
'Tome to his Mother; who was fo far from corrc^- 
ngjand difcouraging hitn upon Account of the 
Theft, that (he commended and gate him an Apple 
or his Pains. In Procefs of Time, as the Child grew 
ip to be 3 Mail, be aecuftomcd himfetf to ^rualer 
£ i Bobberini j 
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Robberies ; and at laft, being apprehended and com- 
mitted to Gaol, he was tried and condemned kx 
Felon V. On the Dav of his Execution, as the Of- 
ficcrs were conducing him to the Gallows, he was 
attended . by a yaft Crowd of People, and among the 
reft by his Mother, who came fishing and foboing 
along, and taking on extremely for her Son's un- 
happy Fate ; which the Criminal obferving, called to 
the Sheriff, and begged the Favour of him, that he 
would give him leave to fpeak a Word or two to his 
poor amifted Mother, The Sheriff (as who would 
deny a dying Man fo reafonable a Requeft) gave him 
Permiffion; and the Felon, while as every one4houghL 
he was whifpcring fomething of Importance to his 
Mother, bit off her Ear, to the great Offence and 
Surprife of the whole Affembly. What, fay they, 
was not this Villain contented with the impious 
Fa6ls that he has already committed, but that he 
muft encreafe the Number of them, by doing this 
Violence to his Mother ? Good People, replied he, 
I would not have ye be under a Miftsuce; that wicked 
Woman deferves this, and even worfc at my Hands; 
forif {he hadchaftifedand chid, indead of rewarding 
and careffing me, when in my Infancy I ftole the 
Horn -Book from the School, I had not come to this 
ignominious, untimely End. 



r^ APPLICATION. 

Notwithflanding the great innate Depravity of Mankind^ 
one need nut fcruple to affirm, that mofl of the Wickednefs 
which is fo frequent and fo pernicious In the'World, arifes ' 
from a bad Education; and that theChild is obliged either to 
the Example or Connivance of its Parents, for moft of thevi- 
cious Habits which it wears thro' the Courfc of its future Life. 
The Mind of one that is young is like Wax, foft, and capaUe 
of any Impreilion which is given it ; but it \s hardened 
by Time, and the firil Signature grows fo firm and dniip^ 
tie, diat fcarcc any Paiu^oi A'^Xk^ii^QiBk^Ai^^tttCe it. ^ 

J -5 
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w a miAakcD Notion in People, when they imagine that 
there is uo OcL'alion fur n;gulalin<^ or reAraiiiJiig the 
A^ons of very young Children, which, iho' allowcJ to be 
Innietiiiies very naujrhty in thofe of a more advanced Age, 
ITC in them, they fuppofe, altogether innocent and inoSen- 
Bvc. But, however innocent Ihey may be, as to their In- 
lention then, yet, as the I'raclice may grow upon them un- 
jbfened, and root itrdf into a Habit, tbey ought to be 
i^hecked and dilcounttiianeed iii iheir firfi I'.d'orts towards 
>ny Thing (lint is injurious or dilhoncft; that the Love o£ 
\ irtue and thi. \b! rn.! cc of \\ rong and Opprelhon may 
Ik let into tlur M Is at ti r f c limt. that they re 
Mivc theveu hrk Daun of UnUrliaiIng and Glim 
nentv of Kufji U 1 alcvir Ou It ar f from t^e Ac 
tiODS I f one nhole C tucation has bcit IlIk l t as to Ch a 
Point no Qu<.liioi butajuASIat of I w 11 be laid by 
Ihc Grcit Julge of tie Worli lo tit CI a gc of ihife 
nho ttcre or (I oul 1 hme been im 1 iftruiio s 



FAB CXX Tfie Wolves mid the Sick -Vfs. 




AN Afa being Sick, the Report of it was fpread 
abroad in tne Country, and fome did not liick 
to fay, that flie would die before Mia».\v« "i^x^'i.-wtxvx. 
K 6 <»«-'L 
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over her Head. . Upon this, fcveral Wolves came to 
the Stable where Ihe lay, uiKler pretence of making 
her a Vifit ; but rapping at the Do6r, aiid a(king how 
(ht did, the young Afs came out, aiwl told them that 
his Mother was much better than they deiired, 

TXc APPLICATION. 

The charitable Vifits which arc made to many fick 
People, proceed from much the lame Motive with that 
wliich prevailed upon the Wolves to pay rhetr^Duty to, the 
fick Als, namely, that the^: may come in for l<)me Share 
of their Remains, and foall themfelvvs upon the Rcverlion 
of their Goods a»*d Chattels. We cannot, therefore, with- 
out Pleafure, i'oc thcrr folHlh Vifitants difcovered through 
their Mafk of (Charity, ami treated with fitch a Referve, 
as Neighbours of their Sort- juftly challenge. 

As a Behaviour thus grofsly impertinent and officious 
mull needs be oflcnftve to it difcerning Man, and more 
cfpecialiy at fuch a Time, when he labours under any In- 
difpolition or Ptiiii of Body, fo it is very frequently inju- 
jjous to the IntcM'cft of him who makes l)fe of it, and 
^ovcs to be the Cleans of hi§ mi Ifing fuch an Inheritance 
,©r Legacy, as a more diftant aiuf moded Deportmtnt 
might have feciued it lo him. 



rAB. 
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FAB. CXXI. The Ant and llie Gralhopptr. 



\ 



TN the Winter Seafbn a Commonwealth of Anta- 
■* was bulily employed in the Management and' 
Prefervation of their Corn ; which they expofed t» 
the Air, in Heaps, rcnind about the Avenues of their 
little Cbnntry Habitatiim. A Graftiopper, who had 
chanced to outlive the Summer, and was readv tO' 
ilarve with Cold and Hunger, approached lllem 
with great Hiimdity, and begged that thev would 
relieve hia Neceflitv» with one Grain of \V'heal or 
Rye. One of the Ants aflced him, how he had dif- 
pofed of his Time in Summer, that he had not taken 
Pains, and laid in aStock, as they had done } Alas, 
t!entlemen, fays he, I paifed away the Time merrily 
and pleafantly, in drinking, linging, and dancing, 
and never once thonghtof^ Winter. If that be the 
Cafe, replied the Ant, laughing, all I have to- fay is. 
That they who drink, fing, and dance in the Summer, 
Ihuft ttarye in the Winter. 
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7%^ APPLICATION. 

As Summer is the Scafon cf the Year in which the 
duilrious and laborious Hufbandman gathers and lays 
p fiich Fruits as may fupply his Ncceilities iu Win- 
^r, fo Youth and Manhood ^re the Times of Life which 
ve fhould employ and bedow in laying in fuck a Stock 
3f all Kinds of Nccellarieb% as may fufiice for the 
craving Demands of helplcfs old Age. Y.ct notwith- 
Handing the Truth of this, there are many of thofe which 
we call rational Creatures, who live in a Method quite 
oppofite to it, and make it their Bufincfs to fquander 
awayi in a profufe Prodigality, whatever they get in 
their younger Days : As if the Infirmity of Age would 
require no Supplies to fupport it ; or, at leaft, would ffnd 
them adininillcred to it in forae miraculous Way. * From 
this Fable we learn this admirable LeObn, never to lofe 
any prcfent Opportunity of providing againfi the future 
Evils and Accidents of Life. While Health, and the 
Flower and Vigour of our Age remain firm and entire, 
let us lay them out to the bell Advantage ; that when the 
latter Days take hold of us,^aad f(K)il us of our Strength 
and Abilities, we may have a Store moderately fufiicient 
to fubHil upon, which we laid up in the Morning of uur 
Age. 



£sofb fables, 
fab. cxxii. 

77te Afs, tiie lAon, and the Cock. 




A N Afs and a Cock happened to be feeding toge- 
**■ ther in the fame Place, when on a fudden they ipied 
aLion approaching them. ThisBeaft is reported, above 
allThings, tohave an Averfion, or rather An tipaiiiy, to 
theCrowingof a Cock; fo that he no fooncr beard the 
Voiccof that Bird, but he betook to his Heels, and ran 
away as faft as ever he could. The Afs, fancying be fled 
for Fear of him, in the Bravery of his Heart piirfued 
him, and followed him fo far, that they were qnite 
out of the Hearing of the Cock; which the Lion no 
fooner perceived, but he turned about and fcized the 
Afs ; and ju(l as he was ready to tear him to Pieces, 
the fluggifli Creature is faid to have expreScd himfelf 
thus : Alas! Fool that I was, knowing the Cowardice 
of my own Nature, thus by an aSe^ed Conrage, to 
throw myfelf into the Jaws of Death, when I might 
iiave remained fecure and unmoIeAed I 

ne APPLICATION. 

There are many, who, out of &o Ambition to 8.<^'^<e« 

confidcrabJc/ sfieAM ihfvt thcmfclvw tlta Mi Twc, '^V'- 
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ritand Courage: TiuttlieTc being Quitli tics, of wliiclithcy 
aid not tlH.- Fi>;!it Ounci's.thcygcncmllyexpolc ttu-'iufulvcs, 
and lliew tliu little Title tlicy have to tlicin, l>y ciidc&vuuir 
iu^ to exert and.pnjducu them at unleut'onable 'l^incs, nr 
witli improper Perfous, A Bully, for Fear you niouMliad 
him out to be !t Coward, over&ds his Piirt, and calls you 
to account ttir Affronts, which aMan of true Braverywould 
never havt tiiought of. And a cownnUy filly Fellow ob- 
fcrviiig thHC he may take fonie Liberties with Impunityr 
where perhaps the PlaccorthcCompanyprotect him, fulfcly 
concludes t'ronk thence, that the Perfun wilb whom he mndc 
frccUajreaterCuward than himfelf; fo that he not only 
contiiiu<=i his oflenfivc Raillery and Impertinence for tli« 
prelent, but probably renews them in foinc PIocl. not fopri 
Tilegpdasthe former, where his Infulcitce meets uilh a due 
Cliaiiifement ; than which nothing is more eiji liable lu 
itfeir, uraurteuble to the difcrcct Part ot Mankind 

FAB CXMII Tie Ape and the Fox 




THL Ape neet ng the Yn% one Daj htiinbly 
requcfted h nt to g e h m a P ecc oU* s fine 
lonz b (hTal t cover ha poor naked 'Backfde 
wh ch as fo exp< fe I to all t e V lence a id Incle 
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ivc already more than you have Occafion for, and a 
x»at Part of it eveii drags along in the Dirt. The 
ox anfwercd. That as to his having too much, that 
as ni^^rc t]ian he knew; but be it as it would, he 
ad rather fwecp the Ground with his Tail as long 
s he lived, than deprive himfclf of the kail Bit to 
:3ver the Ape's naily (linking Pofteriors. 

Thf APPLICATION. 

One cannot help coi'ifidcring the World, in the Parjticular 
f the Goods of Fortune, as a Kind of Lottery ; in which 
jme few are intitled to Prizes of difTcrrut Degrees ; others, 
nd thofe by much the greateft Part, come oft' with little or 
lothing. Some, like the Fox, have even larger Circum- 
iances than thty know what to do with, infomuch that 
hey are rather a Charge and Incuml)rancey than of any- 
:ruc Ufe and Plcafure to them. Others, like the poor 
Ape's Cafe, arc all Blank; not having been fo lucky as 
to draw from the Wheel of Fortune, wherewith to covi»r 
their Nakedncfs, and live with tolerable Decency. That 
thefe Things are left, in a great Meafure by Providence, to- 
the blind uncertain ShulHc of Chance, is reafonable to 
conclude from the unequal Diftribution of them ; for there 
isfeldom any Regard had to true Merit upon thefe Occa- 
fwns; Folly and Knavery ride in Coaches, while Good- 
fc'nfe and Honefty walk in the Dirt. The AU-wife Dif- 
pofer of Events does certainly permit thefe Thin«j;8 for juft 
and good Purpofcs, which our Ihallow Underftanding is 
l^ut able to fathom; but, hamanely thinking, if the Riches' 
*^cl Power of the World were to be always in the Hands of 
«c virtuous Part of Mankind, they would be more likely 
^0 clo Good with them in their Generation, than the vile 
^'Jtti/h Wretches who generally enjoy them. A truly good 
Wan would dired all the fupcrfluons Part of his Wealth, at 
^^'aft, for the Neccffitics of his Fellow-Creatures, though, 
there were no Religion which enjoined it : Bnt felfifh and 
avaricious People, who are always great Knaves, ho\r 
^uch foever they ma}' have, will never think they hav^ 
^ough ; much lefs be induced by «any Confi deration of 
*irtueand Religion to part with the loatl Farthing for 
BUblic Charity aad Beneficence. 
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FAR CXXIV. T/ie Afs and the Little Dog. 




THE Afs, obferving how great z FaTourite the 
little Dog was with his Maderj how much ca- 
relTed and fondkd, and fed with good Bits at every 
Meal; and fur no other Reafon, as he could per- 
ceive, biit fkipping and frifking about, waeging hit 
Tail, and leaping up into his Maker's 'Cdp; he 
was refolvcd to imitate the Tatne, and fee whether 
fuch a Behaviour would not procure him the rame 
Favours. Accordingly, the Mafter was no fooncr 
come Home from walking about his Fields and 
Gardens, and was feated in his Eafy-chair, but the 
Afs, who obferved him, came gambofine and braying 
towards him, in a very aulcward ^6nne^. TIic 
MaAcT could not help laughing aloud at the odd 
Sight. But his Jcft was foon turned into Earned, 
when he felt the rough Salute of the Afs'a Fore- 
feet, who, railing himfelf upon his hinder Legs, 
pawed aeainft his Bread with a moft loving Air, 
aad would &ia have jum:^ mvi tvU La^. Ths 
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good Man, terrified at this outrageous Behaviour, and 
unable to endure the Weight of fo heavy a Beaft^ 
cried outj upon which, one of his- Servants running i a 
with a gooa Stick, and laying on heartily upon the 
Bones ot the poor Afs, foon convinced him, That every 
one whodefire it is not qualified to be a Favourite. 

The APPLICATION. 

Some Men are as engaging in their Way as little Dogs. 
They can fawn^ wheedle,, cringe, or, if Occafion rcqviresy, 
leap backward and forward over a Stick, to the great F2mo- 
luraent of their M after, ^nd Entertainieent of thofe that 
behold them. But thefe arc Qualifications to which every 
body cannot pretend ; and therefore none bat thoCc who 
have a Genius for it (heuld afpire at the Employ inent» 
Many a Man envies the flappinefs of thcfe Favourites, 
and would fain infinuate himfelf into the fame good Graces, 
if he d}dbut know the Way; but, whoever has a tolerable 
Share cMrDifcrction, will diftruil his Abilities in thifr 
Kefpefl, and modeftly forbear th^ Attempt, for Fear he 
Ihould mifcarry and look like an Afs. But, in Aiort, the 
true Moral of this Fable is, That every one fhould confi- 
dcr the juft Turn and Temper of his Parts, and weigh the 
Talents by which he hopes to be didinguifhcd. After fuch 
an Examination, he may the more certainly know how to- 
apply them to the moft proper Purpofes ; at leall, fb bm 
.not to hurt, or even mortify himfelf by any miilaken Ad« 
drefs. Since there is fuch a Variety of Tempers in the 
World, and a no Icfs Multiplicity of Arts and Studies to fit 
and tally with them, how reafonable is it in general, how 
much would it be for the true Intercft of every one in par- 
ticular, if Men would but be dire&ed by the natural Bent 
of their Genius, to fuch Purfuits as are moil agreeable to 
their Capacities, and tx> the Rudiments of Education which 
they have moft ftrongly imbibed. 



\bS^< 
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FAB. CXXV. 

The Birds, the Beafts, and the Bat. 




/^NCE upon a Time, thtre commenced a fiercf 
^^ War between the Birds and the Beafta; when 
the Bat, taking Advantage of his ambiguous Make, 
hoped, b) that Means, to hve fecvire ui a State of 
Neutrality, and fave his Bacon. It was not long 
before the Forces on each Side met, and ^« » 
Battle; and their Animofities running very highj i 
bloody Slaughter enfued. The Bat, at the- Eecin- 
ning of the Day, thinking the Birds moft likely t» 
cirry it, lifted himfelf among them; bat kept flut- 
tering at a little Diftancc, that he might the bellcr 
obferve, and take his Meafurea accordingly. How- 
ever, after Tome Time fpent in the Adion, the Array 
of the Beads feeming^ to prevail, he went entirely 
over to them, and endeavoured to convince thenii 
hy the Affinity which he had to a Moufe, that he 
wag by Kuture a Beaft» utii sNoviVi iVf.&'iS coniinut 
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Gnn and true to their Intereft. His Plea was ad- 
mitted; but, in the End, the Advantage turning 
completely on the Side of the Birds, under the ad- 
miraJ}le C5ondu£t and Courage of their General, the 
Eagle; the Bat, to fave his Life, and efcape the 
Diigrace of falling into the Hands of his deferted 
Friends, betook himfelf to Flight; and ever fince, 
Ikulkins in Caves and hollow Trees all Day, as if 
^(hamed to (hew himfelf, he never appears till the 
Diiik of the Evening, when all the feathered Inha- 
l)itant8 of the Air are gone to Rood. 

TAe APPLICATION. 

For any one to defert the Intereft of his Coiintr}', and 
turn Renegade, either out of Fear, or any Profped of Ad- 
i^antage, is fo notorioully vile and low, that it is no 
Wonder if the Man, who is detc£led in it, is for ever 
a/hamed to fee the Sun, and to fhcw himfelf in the Eyes 
of thofe whofe Caiife ho has betrayed. Yet, as there is 
fcarcc any Vice, even to be ima^ned, but there may be 
found Men who have been guilty of it, perhaps there 
have been as many Criminals in the Cafe before us, as in 
uny one Parti cularbefidesi notwithflanding the As^i^ravation 
and extraordinary Degree of its Bafenefs. We cannot 
bclp refledting upon it with Horror; but, as truly detefl* 
-ftble as this Vice is, and muft be acknowledged to be by 
all Mankind, fo far are thofe that practife it from being 
treated with a jult Refentment by the rcll of Mankind, 
that, by th« Kind Reception they afterwards meet with, 
they rather feem to be encouraged and apj)laudcd, tkan 
•^cfpiied and difcountcnanced for it. 
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FAB. CXX Vr. The Bear and lite BeeHives. 




A BEAR climbing over the Fence into a Place 
^* where Bees were kept, began to plunder the 
Hives, and rob them of their Honey. But the Bees, 
to revenge the Injury, attacked aim in a whole 
Swarm together; and though they were not able to 
pierce his rugged Hide, yet with their little Stinn, 
they fo annoyed his Eyes and Nodrils, that, unaBIe 
to endnre the fmarting Pain, with Impatience he 
tore the Skin over his Ears with his own Claws, and 
fiiffered ample Punifhment for the Injury he did tbt 
Bees, in breaking open their waxen Cells. 

The APPLICATION. 
Many find great are tlic Injurifs of wliich fume Mrn 
are guilty towards otben, for the fake of gratifying funie | 
tiquorilh Appetite. For there arc thofc who would Dot i 
Dick to bring Defotation upon their Country, and iva ; 
the IlaEard of their own Necks into the Bargain) «- ' 
thcr than baulk a wicked Inclination, cither of CrWll)', 
Ambition ami Avarice. But it, were to be wilbcJ, all j 
who are hurried by tucU b\ift4 \iffi'^>i^'» 'swiA <:<iDlid« j 
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1 Moment, before they procecJ to irrevocable Execution. 
InjuriM and Wrongs not only call I'ur Revenge and Rqio- 
laiion with the Voice of l^quity iifelf, but oftentimrt 
carry tbeir I'umQimcnt along uith Ibera, and, by un uii- 
forefeen Train of Events, arc Mtorted at tbc lltad of tbo ' 
AAorof them; and not fc)duiii, from a deep Kcroorfc, 
tilled upon Limll'li^ by his own Hand. 

FAB. CXXVII. The Cock and tlic Fox. 



ACOCK being perched among the Branches of 
a lofty Tree, crowed aloud, fo that the Shrill- 
nefs of his Voice echoed through the Wood, and 
invited a Fox to the Place, who was prowling in 
that Neighbourhood, iii Quell of his Prey. But 
Jieyiiard, finding the Cock was inacceffible, by Rea- 
fcui of the Height of his Situation, had Recourfe to 
Stratagem, in order to decoy him donn; fo, ap- 
proaching the Tree, CouHn, fays he, 1 am heartily 
glad to lee you; hut at the fame Time, I cannot 
lorbear exprelfing my Unealinefs at the Inconve- 
Dience of the Place, which will not let me pay my 
Refpe£U to you in a handfomer Manner; though I 
fiippofc 
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fuppofe you will come <k)wn prefently, and fo rtf* 
Dimciilty is eafily removed. Tndei'd^ Coufin, fays 
the Cock, to tell you the Truth, I do not think it 
fafe to venture upon the Ground; for though I 
am convinced how xfliich you are ray Friend, yet I 
may have the Misfortune to fall into the Clutclies 
of fome other Beaft, and what will hecome of mc 
then ? O dear, fays Reynard^ is it poffible that you 
can be fo ignorant, as not to know of the Peace that 
has been lately proclaimed between all Kind of Birds 
and Beads; and that we are, for the future, to forbear 
Hoftilities on all Sides, and to live in the utmollLove 
^nd Harmony, and that, under Penalty of fufferingthe 
fevered Punifhment that can be infli£led ? All this 
while the Cock feemed to give little Attention to what 
\i'as faid, but (Iretched out his Neck, as if he faw 
fomething at a Diilance. Coufin, favs the Fox, 
what is it that you look at fo earneftly ? Why, fays the 
Cock, I think I fee a Pack of Hounds yonder, a 
little Way off. O then, fays the Fox, your humble 
Servant, I muft be gone. - Nay, pray Coufin, do not 
go, fays the Cock, I am juft coming down ; furcyou 
are not afraid of Dogs in thefe peaceable Times. 
No, no, fays he; but ten to. one whether they have 
heard of the Proclamation yet. 

The APPLICATION. 

It is a very agreeable Thing to fee Craft repelled by 
Cunning; more eipecially to behold the Snares of the 
"Wicked, broken and defeated by the difcreet Mana^- 
ment of the Innocent. The Moral of this Fable piin- 
cipally puis us in Mind, not to be too credulous to- 
wards the Infmuations of thofe, who ore already difiin- 
guifhcd by their Want of Faith and Honefty. When 
therefore any fuch would draw us into a Compliance with 
their deftrudive Meafures, by a pretended Civility ano 
extraordinary Concern fgr our Intcreft, we fhould con- 
Hdcr fuch Propofa\s itv tVievi true Light, as a Bak art- 
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A]' placed to conceal the fatal Hoiik which U iRtended 
draw us into Captivity and Tbraldum. An honcA Man, 
tidi a little plain tjentc, may do a thouland ndvatitugcous 
rhiags for die Public Good, mid uiihout being Muflcr of 
nwh Addrcfs or Rhetoric, as caCly convince I'oopk' tbaC 
'ii Dcligns arc intended for tbefr Wtlfaix- ; Jiut a wicked 
IcGgning Politician, though be bas a Tongue as eloquent 
iever fpoke, may foinetimea be d i lap p Dinted in his Pro- 
ofla, and be foiled in his Schemes ; efpecially when their 
cflruflivc Texture is £b coarfely fpun, and thp Threads 
f Mifchief ate fo large in ibcrn, us to be icit even by 
hofe whofc Senfes are fcarce perfefl enough to fee and 
uderliand tbem. 



FAB. CXXVin. The Cat and the Cock. 




THE Cat, having a Mind to iliake a Meal of the 
' Cock, feized him one Morning by Surprifc, 
nd alked htm what he could fay fur hiuifclf, why 
Jaughtcr fhould not pafs upon him ? The Cock 
;plied, that he was ferviceable to Mankind, by 
rowing in the Morning, and calling ihcni up to 
aeir daily labour. Tiiot ia true, fays the Cat, and 
L is 
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is the wry Objeflion that I have agamA 
:you make fuch a flirill impertinent tfoife, t 
pic cannot deep for you. Selidcs, you ar 
ceduous Rafcal, and make no Scruple of U 

Jour Mother and Sifters. Well, fays the C 
do not deny 5 but I ^ it to procure ! 
<;!hickens for my Mailer. AhJ Villain, fayi 
hold your wicked Tongue; fuch Impietiei 
declare that you are no longer fit to live. 

The APPLICATION. 
When a wicked Man, in Power, has a Mind 
Appetite in any Rtfpefl, Innocence, or even M 
Erole^on againft hira. The Cries of Jullice 
Voice of Reafun, are of no Eifeft upon a Confc 
dened in Iniquity, and a Mind verfed in a. long 1 
Wrong and Robbery. Rcmonfirances, however i 
urged, or movingly couched, have no more Infln 
the Heart of fuch a one, ihan the gentle Event 
has upon the Oaii, when it whifpers among its ] 
or the rifing Surges upon the deaf Rock, when 
and hreak agr-inll; ils Sides. Power IhouU never 
in the Hands of an impious fel^ Man, and on 
more Regard to the Gratification of his own u 
Avarice, than to Public Peace and Juftice. Wi 
for the tacit Confenl, and heartlefs Complii 
great Majority of Fools, Maukind would not 
&!) oftentimes they are, by a little Majority of 1 
their great Misfortune : For, whatever People 
of the Time«, if they were ten Times worfe 
are, it is principally owing to their own Stupid 
do they truft the Man a Moment longer, who 
iigui^dandbetra^edtbeml 
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f AB. CXXIX. 77)fi.Dog in the Manger. 




A DOG' was lying upon a Manger full of H4y. 
^^ An Ox being hungry, came near, and offerctl 
to eat of the Hay ; but the envious ill-natured Cur, 
getting up and fnarling at him, would not fufTcr 
him to touch it, UpOR which the Ox, in the Bit- 
teraefs of his Heart, faid, a Curfe light on thee, for 
i malicions Wrelch, who wilt neither eat Hay thyfelf, 
QOT fuSi^r others to do it. 

The APPLICATION. 
Envyis the molt unnatural and unaccountable of all tjtt 
Paflions. There is fcarce any other Emotion of the Mind, 
however unreafonable, but luay have fumething faid in 
ExCttfe for it; and there arc many of thefe Weaknefles u£ 
the Soul, which, notwilhltanding the VVrongnefs and Irre- 
gularity of them, Tuell the Heart, while they laft, with 
Pleafuie and Gladnefs. But the envious Man has no fuch 
Apology as this to make ; the lirongcr the I'aflion is, the 
greater Torment he andures, and fubjeits liimfelf to a ciin~ 
L2 tiukut 
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tinual real Pain, by only wishing III to others. Revengo 
ii fweet, though cruel and inhuman; and though it forac- 
tiinesthirDs even for Blood, yet may be glutted and fat iated. 
Avarice is fumcthing highly roonllrous and abfurd ; yd, as, 
it is a Defire after Riches, every little Acquifition gives it' 
Pleafure ; and to behold and feel the hoarded Treafure, to 
B covetous Man is a conllant uncloying Enjoyment, But 
Envy, which is an Anxiety arifing in our Minds, uponuur 
sbferving Accnrnplithments in others, which we want our* 
felves, can never receive any true Comfort, unlefs in a 
Deluge, a Condagralion, a Plague, or fomc general Cala- 
mity that Ihould befal Mankind : For, as long as there is a 
Creature living, that enjoys its Being happily within the 
envious Man's Sphere, it will atfbi'd Nourifhmcnt to his 
diftempered Mind : But fucif Nourifliment, as will make 
him pine, and fret, and emaciate himfelf to nothing. 



FAB. CXXX. The Dog and the Sheep. 




THE Dog fued the Sheep for a Debt, of which 
the Kite and the Wiilf were to be Judges; 
They, without debating \oiv^ xi^o^ ^.Ue Matter, or 
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making any Scruple for Want of Evidence, gave 
Seotence for the PlaintiflF; who immediately tore the 
poorSheep in Pieces, and divided the Spoil with the 
upjuft Judges. 

The APPLICATION. 

Deplorable are the Times, when open bare-faced Vil- 
lainy is' protc6ted and encouraged, iwhen Innocence is 
obnoxious, Honefly conteinptible, and it is reckoned cri- 
minal to efpoufe the Caufe of Vift'ue. Men originally 
entered into Covenants and civil Compads with each 
other for the PromoUon of their Ilappinefs and Well-being, 
for the Eftablifhment of Jullice and Public Peace. How 
conies it then that they look Hupidly on, and tamely 
acquiefce when wicked Men pervert this End, and efta- 
bliih an arbitrary Tyranny of their owuj upon the Foun- 
dation of Fraud and Oppreflion ? Amoilg Beafls, who 
are incapable of being civilized by focial Laws, it is no 
flfange Thing to fee innocent helplefs Sheep fall a Prey 
to Dogs, Wolves, and Kites; But it is amazing how 
Mankind could ever fink down to fuch a low Degree of 
bdfe Cowardice, as to fuffer fome of the worft of their 
Species to ufiirp a Power over them, to fupercede the 
righteous Laws of good Government, and to exercife ail 
Kinds of Injuilice and Hardship, in gratifying their own 
vicious Lulls. Wherever fuch Enormities are pradited, 
it is when a few rapacious Statefmen combine toge- 
ther to get and fecure the Power in their own Hands, 
and agree to divide the Spoils among themfelves. For as 
long as the Caufe is to be tried only among themfelves, 
naQueftion but they will always vouch for each other. 
But, at the fame Time, ^t is hard to determine which 
referable Brutes moft, they in a^ing, or the People in 
fuffering them to adt their vile felfiih Schemes. 
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FAB. CXXXI. Tke Hawk and the Farmer. 




A HAWK, purfuing a Pigeon over a Com field 
**■ with great Eagernefs and Force, threw herftlf 
into a Net, which a Hufbanclman had planted there 
to take the Crows ; who being employed not far off, 
and feeing the Ha\k flutienng in the Net, came 
and took him ; But, juft as ne was going to kii' 
him, the Hawk befo ght him to let him go, aflurme 
him, that he was only following a Pigeon, anu 
neither intended, nor had done any Harm to him. To 
whom the Farmer replied, and what Harm had the 
poor Pigeon done to you ? Upoa which^ he wrung bil 
Head oil immediately. 



Tke APPLTCATION. 

PaflioQ, Prejudice, or Power, may fo far blind a Man, | 

As not to fuller him juftly to difliiiguifli whethtr he ii i 

not HiSiiig injurioufiy, at the fame Time that he fancies 

be h only doing bis Dulj. l^o"« Ait Vicft \Va^ of being 
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convmccdy blether what we do is reafonable and fit, is 
to put ourfclves in the Place of the Perlbns with whom 
wcare concei'ued, and then confult our Confcience about 
the Rcdlitude of our Behaviour. For this we may be 
affured of, that we are ading \vrong, whenever we are 
doiug any Thing to another, which we fhbuld think un« 
jdt if it was done to us. Nothing but an habitual In- 
advertency, as to this Particular, can be the Occafion that 
fo many ingenuous noble Spirits arc often entraged iit 
Courfes fo opjwfite to Virtue and Honour. He that 
would (lartle, if a little Attorney fliould tamper with 
bim to forfwear hirar<flf, to bring off fome fmall Oti'ender, 
fome ordinary Trefpaffer, will, without Scruple, infringe 
the Conliitution of his Country, for the precarious Pro- 
fpe^l of a Place or Penfion. Which is moft corrupt, he 
that lies, like a Knight of th« Poil, for Half-a-Crown 
and a Dinner, or he that does it for the more fubdantial 
Coniideration of a Thoufand Pounds a Year ? Which 
would be doing nibfl Scnrice to the Public ; giving true 
TeHimony in a Caufe between two private Men, and 
againft one little common Thief, who has ftolen a Gold 
Watch ; or voting honeftly and courageoufly againfl a 
Hogne of State, who has gagged and bound the Laws, 
and flript the Nation ? Let thole who intend to ad juft- 
\y but -view Things in this Light, and all would be well. 
.There would be no Danger of their oppreUing others^ oi 
Fear of being oppreilbd themfelves. 



\ 
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FAB. CXXXII. Death a«rf Cupid. 




f^XJPID, one fultry Summer's Noon, tired with 
" Play, and faint with Heat, went into & cool 
Grotto to repofe himfelf, which happened to be the 
Cave of Death. He threw himfeff carele&Iy down 
on the Floor; and his Quiver taming topfy-turry, 
all the Arrows fell out, and mingled with tbofe of 
Death, which lay fcatlered up and down the Place. 
When he awoke, he gathered them up, as well as 
he coufd ; but they were fo irUermmgled, that though 
he knew the certain Number, he could not rightly 
diftingiiifti them ; from which it happened, that he 
took lip fome of the Arrows which belonged to Death, 
and left fevcral of his own in the room of them. 
This is the Caufe that we, now and then, fee the 
Hearls of the Old and Decrepid transfixed with thft 
Bolts of Love ; and with equal Grief and Surprife, 
b^ehold theyouthful blooming Part of Our Species unit- 
ten with the Darts of Deaths 

Tkc 
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The APPLICATION. 

If we allow for this Fable's being written hj a Heatneny 
and according to i\\e Scheme of the ancient Pagan Theo- 
logy, it will appear to be a pretty probable Solution of 
'fome Parts of the Difpcnfation of Providence, which 
otherwife feem to be obfcure and unaccountable. For, 
when we fee the Young and the Old fall promifcuoully 
by the Hand of Death, and at the fame Time confider that 
the World i^ goverried by an all-wife Providence, we are 
puezled how to account for fo feemingly prepoilerous and 
unnatural a Way of working.^ We fhould look upon a 
Gardener to be mad, or at lead very capricious, who, when 
his young Trees are juft arrived, to a Degree of bearing, 
ihould cut them down for Fuel* and chufe out old, rotten, 
decayed, faplefs Stocks to graft and inoculate upon: Yet 
th^ -irregular Proceedings of thofe two Levellers Love and 
Death f appear to be evsry Jot as odd and unrcafonable. 
However, we mud take it for granted, that thefe Things, 
though the Method of them is hidden from our Eyes, are 
'tranfadled after the moil jufl and fit Manner imaginable: 
but, humanly fpeaking, it is flrange that Death fhould be 
fuff^red to make fuch undillinguifhed Havock in the 
World, and at the fame Time, jud as fhocking and unna- 
tural to fee Old Age laid betwixt a Pair of Wedding- 
Sheets, aa^ it is for Youth and Beauty to be locked up in 
the cold Embraces of the Grave. 



^'r 
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FAB. CXXXIII. The Dove avd the Ant. 




THE Ant cumpelled by Th rft went to drink m 
a clear p I ng R vulet but the Curreot, w lb 
Hi circling Lddy f atched her away, and earned 
her down the Stream. A Dove, pitying her diRreflid 
Condition, crept a Branch from a neighbouring Tw, 
^nd let it fall into ths Water, by Means of which the 
Ant faved herfelf, and got alliore. Not long after, 9 
Fowler having a Delign upon the Dpve, planted liis 
Nets in due Order, without the Bir^^ obferving what 
he was about; which the Ant peifteiving, juftashe 
was going to put his Delign in Execution, Ihe bit him 
by the Heel, and made him give fo fudden a Stan> 
that the Dove took the Alarm, and flew away. 

The APPLICATION. 

One good Turn defiTves another; and Gratitude b 
excited by fu noble and natural a Spirit, that he ou^t 
to be looked - upon as the vJlell of Creatures, who has. 
MO Seats of it. It is, *iad«4, to'iWj "yaSS. wii «i}k«.tabl« 
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s Thing, and fo much every Man's Duty, that to fpcak of 
it properly, one Ihould not mention it as any Thing mc- 
titorious, or tliat roey claim Prailc and Admiration, anf 
more than we fhuuld fay a Man ought to be rewarded or 
commended for not killing hU Tatber, or forboaring to fet 
lire lo his Neighbour's Iloufc. The bright and fliining 
Piece of Morality, therefore, which is recommended to us 
in this Fable, is fet forth in ibis Example of ibc Dove, who, 
without any Obligation or Expcdtatiun, does a voluntary 
Office of Cliarily to its Fellow-Creature in Difirefs, The 
conllant uninterl:uptcd Practice of this Virtue is the only 
Thing in which we are capable of imitating the great 
Author of uur lleing ; whofe Beloved Svn, befidcs the 
many Precepts he has jiivcn to enforce this Duty, ufed this 
Expreflion as a couunon Saying, It u more bl<^id lit give 



FAB.CXXXIV. Me Eagle OBrftfc Crow. 




AN Eagle flew dowii from tht Top of a hi^h 
'^ Rock, and fettled upon the Back of a Lamu j 
inJ then inllantly Sytag up into the Air again, 
x>re hii blealiiig Piue aloft in h\% 'Vomkca.^^ %s> 
1. 6- C\vi(« 
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Crow who fat upon an Elm, and beheld this Expfott^ 
rcfolved to imitate it; fo flying down upon the Bacl^^ 
of a Ram, and entangling his Claws m the Wool, h 
feW a chattering and attempting to ffy ; by whic! 
Means he drew the Obfervation of the Shepherd upo 
brm, who, finding his Feet hampered in the Fleece o 
the Ram, eafily took him, and gave him^io his Boy 
for their Sport and Diverfion, 

The APPLICATION.^ 

Every Quality which is excellent and commeiulable, i 
JMt, however, always a proper Object for our Imitation 
We ought to ftate our own Account honeftly and fairly 
that we may fee what our Abilities are,- and how ourCir 
canaftances Hand : Otherwife, we may not only becom< 
ridiculous to others, but prejudicial to ourfelves, by fomi 
aukward and ill-judged Emulation; though it happen t 
be in a Qualification truly laudable and great* It be-^ 
boves every Man to exert a good Share of Induftry to-* 
wards the Advancement of his Intereil,. or, if he plcafes^ 
of hi» Reputation. But then it is highly neceflary that 
he does this with a true Regard to his own Capacity, and 
without any Danger of expofmg or emharrawng himfielf 
ia the Operation, 
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FAB, CXXXV. 

The Envious Man and Ike Covetous. 




AN envious Man happened to be oSenng up his 
^^. Prayers to yMBiVcr,jiift in the Time and Place 
with a covetous milerable Fellow. Jupiter, not car- 
ing to be troubled with their Impertinences himrdf, 
fent Apollo to examine the Merits of their Petitions, 
and to give them fuch Relief as he fhould think pro- 
per. Apollo therefore opened his CommiHion, and 
withal told them, that, to make ihort of the Matter, 
whatever the one alked, the other Ihould have it double. 
Upon this, the covetous Man, tho' he had a thoufand 
Things to reoueft, yet forbore to alk firfl, hoping to 
receive a double Quantity ; for he concluded, that alt 
Men's Wifties fympathifcd with his. By this Means, 
the envious Man had an Opportunity of preferring hia 
Petition firft, which was the Thing he aimed at ; fo 
.without much Hedlation, he prayed to be relieved, by 
baving one of hisEyes put out ; knowing that, of Con- 
fe<jtiencej his Compaaion would be degrive^xif faoth.. 
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TT*^ APPLICATION, 
la this Fable, the FoHy of thofe two Vices, Envy uA- 
AvitrJct-, is fully ex|>ul'c'(l, anil hiuidfumely raUied. The 
Miler, lliougli he 1ms the llichcs of the World, without 
Stiut, laid oj)cn to his Choice, y<M dares not name the' 
Sum, for R'ac niiolhcr (hould be richer than himfelf. 
The Aiivantage of a double Quantity, by receiving laft,. 
is what he cannot bear to )ofe, and he fares accordingly. 
The envioHS Man, though he has a Power of cnllingjor 
good Things, without Meafurc, to himfelf or others, yet 
waves this happy Privilege, and is contented to punilh him- 
felf by a very fjreat Lot:, even that cif an Eye, thiit he may 
bring down a double Portion of the like Calamity upon 
another, 'i'hefe are the true 'I'cinpera of the Covetous' 
and Dnvioui; one caji fcarce determine whether they arc 
more mifcliicvuiis to thcmfelves, or to the Public; but it 
is manifel^ Unit they arc highly noxious to both, and 
Ihould be treated accordini^ly. 

TAB. CXXXVI. The Fox and the Lion* 




'TTHE lirll lime the Fox faw the Lion, he feH 

' down at his Feet, and nas ready to die with 

Fear. The fccond Ume, \\e \a<iV. Coutage, and 
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could even bear to look upon iiim,^S!j Ha Bthird Time he 
had the Impudence to come up to bim/%y (jalute him^ 
fl^d to enter into familiar ConverCation with him. 

7%e APPLICATION. 

From this Fable we may obferve the two Extremes in 
which w« may fail, as to a proper Behaviour towards our 
Superiors! The one is a Bafhfulnefs, proceeding either 
from a vicious guilty Mmd, or a timorous Ruflicity : The 
otheiTy An over-bearing Impudence, which afl'uraes more 
than becomes it, and fo renders the Perfoa. infufft* rable to 
theConvetfation of well-bred reafonable People. But there 
is this^Difierence between the Baihfulnefs that ariios trom 
a Want of Fiducation, and the Shamefaced nefs that accom- 
panies confcious Guilt; the firil, by a Continuance of 
Time and a nearer Acquaintance, may be ripened into a 
proper liberal Behaviour; the other no fooner fi;ids an 
eafy pra^icable Acccft, but it throws off all Manner of 
'Reverence, grows every Day more and more familiar, and 
^branches out into the utmoft Indecency and Irregularit}-, 
'Indeed 9 there arc many Occaiions which may happen to 
♦call 'an Awe, or even a Terror upon our Minds at lirft 
.View, without any juft and reafonable Grounds : But upon 
a little RecoUedtion, or a nearer Infight, we recover our- 
felves, and can appear indifferent and unconcerned, where, 
before, we were ready to fink under a Load of Diffidence 
and Fear. We ihoald, upon fuch Occalion^, ufe our En- 
deavours to regain a due Degree of Steadinefe and Refolu- 
tion ; but, at the fame Time, we mult have a Care that 
our Efforts. in that Refped do not force the Lulance too 
much, and make it rife to an unbecoming Freedom, and 
an offenfive Familiarity. 



^KR..; 
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FAB.CXXXVll. TheGttizandtheCrxati. 




A Flock of Geefe and a Parcel of Cranes ufed often 
•**- to feed together in a Corn-field. At laft, the 
Owner of the Com, with his Servants, coming upon 
them of a fudden, furpnfed them in the very Fa£t; 
and the Geefe being heavy, fat, full-bodied Creatures, 
were moft of them Sufferers ; but the Cranes^ bong 
thin and Kght, ealily flew away. 

The APPLICATION. 
When the Enemy comes to makea Seizure, theyarefure 
to fuffer moft, whofe CirciiiaftaDCcs are the richeft sod 
fatteft. In any Cafe of Perfecution, Money bangs like ■ 
dead Weight about a Man; and we never feel Gold lo 
heavy, aa when we endeavour to make off with it. There- 
fore wife and politic Minifiers of State, whenever they fee 
■ Storn^ begin to gather over their Heads, always take 
jCareto unlade themfelvcs of a good Part of their Caigo; 
aind, by this Means, feldom find but the Blafts of Obloquy, 
through which they are to make their Way, are lefs deaf and 
inexorable than the ftorray Waves of the Ocean. Indeed, 
Poverty is too frequeutVy the Oceafion of Men's being 
VwaJsd 
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tl^ated as if ihey ware guilty of thegreateft Cnmes and . 
Reproaches; But then, [hcfe Sort of Criminals have this 
Advantage, that no one thinks 6t to treat them with amy 
Thing woriu than Contempt : Whereas, if any Prelence can 
be found to fall upon tbcAIao who is rich, il is a Miracle 
if he elcapes with both Life and Honey, In ihort. Riches 
are like the Baggage of an Army; very ufeful, while w« 
lie in quiet PolTcllion of the Camp, or are poneiful enough 
to ddy the Enemy ; but when once we anr put to the Rout, 
if ne would get off with our Lives or Liberties, we mufi 
quit our Bagiiagc as foon as polTiblc, and leave it for 
Plunder to our Purfuers. Nay,hpweverftrongly iutrenched 
we may think ourfelves, as long as Money is iu the Cafe, 
it is good to iook about us for Fi.ar of a Surprife For, 
after all he that docs not upon Occahon make himfelf 
Win^s with his Riches to &y off with dcferves to btt 
puniflied like a Goofe as he is for his Heavinefs 

TAB. CXXXVm ne Horfe and the Ms. 




■pHE HorTe, ailomed with his ereat War-Saddle, 
-*■ and champing his foamiag Bridle, came thun- 
lering along the way, and made the Mountains 
cho with his load ihriU N<»g1ivn^. H« >^«^ '1^>^\. 
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' gone far, before he overtook an Afs, who was la- . 
bourinpr under a heavy Burden, and moving (lowly ! 
on in the fame Track with himfelf. Immediately he 
called out to him, in a haughty imperious Tone, and 
threatened to trample him in the Dirt, if he did not 
break the Way for him. The poor patient Afs, not 
daring ta difpute the Matter, quietly got out of his 
Way as faft as he could, and let him go by. Not 
long after this, the fame Horfe, in an Engagement 
with the Enemy, happened to be (hot in the Eye, 
which made him unfit for Shew, or any military \ 
Bufinefs ; fo he was ftript of his fine Ornaments, and . 
fold to a Carrier. The Afs meeting him in this for- 
lorn Condition, thought that now it was his Time- 
to infult; and fo, fays he. Hey-day, Friend, is it 
you! Well, I always believed that Pride of yours | 
would one Day have a Fall. 

The APPLICATION. 

Pride is a very unaccountable Vice: Many People fall 
into it unawares, and are often led into ii by Motives, ; 
which, if they confidered Things rightly, would make 
them abhor the very ThoughUi of it. There is no Man 
that thinks well of hirafclf, but defires that the reft of 
the World fhould think fo too^ Now it is the wrong . 
Meafures we take in endeavouring after this, that ex-, 
pofe us to difceming People in that Light which the/ \ 
call Pride, and which is fo far from giving us any Ad- 
vantage in their Efleem, that it renders us defpicable , 
and ri(!iculous. It is an Aifedlatioa of appearing conr I 
tidcrable that puts Men upon being proud and infulent; 
and their very being fo, makes them, iniiallibiy, little 
ainrl inconiiderable. The Man that claims and calls for 
Reverence and RefpeA, deferves none; he that aiksfor 
Applaufc, is fure to lofe it; the certain Way to get it i« 
to feem tolhunit; and the humble Man, according to 
• tiie Maxim s^ even of this 'World, is the moil likely to be 
exalted. jHc that, in his -Words or Adions, pleads fur 
■ buperiority, and rather cKufcs to do an ill Adion, than 
cmidcikiead to d» a. good one^ adls like a Horde, aiMl i* 

as 
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s Toid of Reafon and Underfiaiiding. The Rich and lh«' . 
owerful warn nothing but the Love and Efteera of Man- 
ind to complete tbeir Felicity ; and thefe they are fureM 
btain by a gaod-hutnuured, kind Condel'cenrioii; and 'Oa 
ertaia of being every Body's Averfion, wliile the kail 
■influre of overbearing Rudenefs is perceptible in their 
Vords or Ai^lions, What brutal Tempers niuft they be of, 
iho can be ealy and indifferent, while ttcy know them- 
clves to be unjvcrfally bated, thuiigli in the Midft of 
Vfiluencc and Powerl Dut this is not all; for if ever the 
.Vbeel of P'ortiuie fliouM whirl them from the Top to the 
bottom, iaflead of Friendlhip or Commiferation, they 
Kill meet with nothing but Contempt; and that with much 
nore JuAice thau ever they themfelves exerted it tOKardi 
nkvn. 

FAB. CXXXIX. 

The Hulbandman and his Son*. 




A Certain Hii(t)an(Jman lying atthe Point of Deatb^ 
'* and being defiroiis Ins ■bons. fliould purfue that 
innocent eniertainind CoiirTc i>f Agnciillurt,, in which 
himfelf had been eng^ied all his L,ife, made Ufe 
of this Expedient to induce them to it. He call- 
ed them to his Bed-ficle, and fpi4u: to this 'Me&. 
All 
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" All the Patrimony I have to bequeath to you, Sonii I 
is my Farm and my Vineyard, of which I make you 1 
Joint- Heirs. But I charge you not to let it go out 
of your own Occupation: for, if I have anyTreafure 
bendes, it lies buried fomewhere in the Ground, 
within a Foot of the Surface. This made the Song 
conclude, that he talked of Money which he had hid 
there : So, after their Father's Death, with unwea- 
ried Diligence and Application, th^y carefully dugup 
every Inch, both of the Farm and Vineyard. From 
which it came to pafs, that though they miifed of 
the Treafurc which they expefted, the Ground, by 
being fo well ftirred and loofened, produced fo plen- 
tiful a Crop of all that was fowed in it, as proved a 
real, and that no inconfiderable Treafure. 

The APPLICATION. 

Labour and Induflry, well applied, feldom fail of find- 
ing a Treafurc; &nd Ilncc fomething towards the Con- 
veniences and Pleafures of Life may be thus procured, 
why (liould we lofc and throw it away, by being flothful 
and idle ? Exercife is a great Support of Health, and Health 
is by far tiie greatcil fingle Bleffing of Life ; which alone 
will weigh fufficient with any confiderate Man ; fo as to 
keep hin# from being utterly deilitute of Employment. 
But of all Kinds of Treafure which are fure to reward the ^ 
Diligence of the adlive Man, none is more agrei^ble,* 
either in the P^rfuit or Pofleffion, than that which arifes 
from the Culture of the Earth. What can be more fatif- 
faftory, than to have our Hopes grow and increafe every 
pay with tke Produd of the Ground; to have our Minds 
entertained with the wonderful CEconomy of the vegetable 
World; our Nerves ftrengthened, and our Blood purified, 
by a conftant Return of Exercife; and ane\y Relifh given 
to every Meal from the Fragrancy of the Air, and Freftinefs 
of the Soil ? Add to all thefe, that the Treafures and De- 
lights of Agriculture are fo various, th^t they arc not eafily 
to bedefcribed, and are never to be excelled. They are 
fcQxcQ to be conceived by one that has not felt theig^ npr 
to be truly painted by aay \)\3A. i\x^ %t^x«i^Ql?Qtu^ 
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FAB. CXL. TTie Horfe and the Lion. 




A LION, Teeing a fine plump Nag, had a great 
" Mind to eat a Bit of him, but knew not which 
Way to get him into his Power. At laft he be- 
thought himfelf of this Contrivance; he gave out 
that he waa a Phyfician; who, having gained Expe- 
rience by his- Travels into foreign Countries, had 
made himfelf capable of curing any Sort of Malady 
or Diftemper, incident to any Kind of Bead ; hoping 
by (bis Stratagem, to get an eafier Admittance 
amo4^ Cattle, and find an Opportunity to eKccnte 
Jiis Defign. The Horfe, who Imoked the Matter, 
Was refoTved to be even'with himj and fo hunioiir- 
'ng the Thing, as if he fufpcfted nothing, he prayed 
ihe Lion to gii'e him his Advice in Relation to a 
Thorn he had got in his Foot,, which -had quite 
lamed him, and gave him great Pain and Uneafi- 
tiefs. Th* Lion readily agreed, and deiired he might 
fee the Foot. Upon which the Horfe lifted wp one 
of his hind LegSj and while the Lion pretended to 
be poring eameftly upon the Hoof, gave him fuch a 
X\ck in the Face as quite flunnea him^ and left 
hiin. 
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him fprawling upon the Ground. In the mean Hlfto 
the HorTe trotted away, Ddghing, and Uughiav mer- 
rily at the Succefa of the IViclc, by which he had 
defeated the Purpore of one who intended to bin 
tricked him out ot' hia Life. 

Tke APPLICATION. 
Though all Majiner of Fraud and Tricking is rnran, ind 
utterly beni'ath a Man ot tieule and Honour, yet meihiiikj, 
Equity ilfelt allows ua to difappoint the Deceiver, and to 
repel Craft by Cunning- 1 reachery lias fotnething So 
'Wickcd, auil worthy of I'unifliment in its Naturi^ ihatit 
dcfcrves to meet with a Return of its own Kind; ao open 
Revenge would be too liberal for it, and nothing niBtcbei 
it but itfelf. However thcretori? abominable it is, to be 
the AggrelTor in thi^ Point, jct it cannot be inconlifleut 
with Virtue to counterplot, and to take all Manner of 
Advantage againfl the Man who is undermining us. 

FAB. CXLI. Tke Lion, tke Bear, aridtfie Fox. 




A Lion and and a Bear fell together by the Ears, om 
** the Carcafe of a Fawn, which they found in 
' the Foreft, (hdi Title to him bnng to be decided br 
Force of Annt, The Battle wu ferere .aa,d. tougli 
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<mlioth Sides, and they held it out, tearing and wor- 
rying one another fo long, that what with Wounds and' 
Fatigue, they were fo faint and weary, thev were not 
able to ftrike another Stroke. Thus, while they lay 
upon the Ground, panting and lolling out their 
Tongues, a Fox chanced to pafs by that way, who, 
perceiving how the Cafe flood, very impudently ftept 
m between them, feized the Booty which they had all 
this while been contending for, and carried it off. The 
two Combatants, who lay and beheld all this, without 
having Strength enough to ftirand prevent it, were 
only wife enough to make this Refleftion : Behold the 
Fruits of our Strife and Contention ! that Villain, the 
Fox, bears away the Prize, and we ourfelves have de- 
prived each other of the Power to recover it from him. 

The APPLICATION. 

When People go to Law about an uncertain Title, and 
Have fpcnt their whole Eflate in the Contefl, nothing is 
more common than for fomc little pettifogging Attorney to 
ftep in and to fecure it to himfclf. Tlie very name of Law 
feems to imply Equity and Juftice, and that is the Bait 
^hich has drawn in many to their Ruin. Others are ex- 
cited by their Pailions, and care not if they deflroy theni- 
felves, fo they do but fee their Enemy perifli with them. 
Bata|fwe lay afidc Prejudice and Folly, and think calmly 
of ^Hklatter, we (hall find, that going to Law is not the 
beft^^y of deciding Differences about Property ; it being, 
generally fpeaking, much fafer to truft to the Arbitration 
t>f two or three honeil fenfible Neighbours, than, at a vail 
£xpence of Money, Time and Trouble, to run through 
the tedious, frivolous Forms, with which, by the Artifice 
«f greedy Lawyers, a Court of Judicature is contrived to 
be attended. It has beenfaid, that if Mankind would lead 
moral virtuous Lives, there would be no Occafion for 
Divines; if they would butlivc temperately and foberly, that 
they would never want Pfayficians ; both which Aflertions, 
ilho' ir«e in the inain, are yet exprefled in too great a 

Xiatitude. 
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Latitude. But one may venture to affirm, Tliat if Mea 
}u:efcrvi;d a AriiX Itegard to JuHicc and Honcfiy in ibeir 
l>calings with eacli otiier, and upon any MilUke or 
ftlifupprchciiiion, were alwitys ready to refer the Matter to 
«lillntei'c(lu>l Umpires, of acknowkdged Judgment and In- 
tegrily, tliej cimld never haN'C the k-aft Occafiun for Law- 
yers. When People have gone to Law, it is rarely to b« 
founil but one or butli Parties wus either Aupidlyobfuiiatc, 
or rafhly i neon fide rate. For, if the Cafe fliould happen 
to be fo intricate, that a Man of common Senfe could not 
diAiiiguilh who had the bcfl Title, how i-afy would il b« 
to havi: tbc Opinion of the befi Coniifel in the jAnd, and 
agree to ileicnuino it by that? If<it Ihould apjiear dubioui 
even after thai, how much better wouUI it be to divide 
the 'J'hing iu Dil'pule, rather than go to Law, and hatard 
the loling, not only of the Whole, but ColU and DainagM 
into the Ijargain } 

FAB. CXLII. The Fox and the Sick Lioti. 




I 



;T was reported that the Lion was fick, and the 
Beads were made to believe that they could not 
make their Court better, than by going to viSt him. 
Upon this, they generally went; but it was partica- 
Urlv taken NoUce of, that the Fox was not one of 
the 
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the Number. The Liou therefore difpatched one of 
hift Jackal Is t# found him about it^ and aflc him why 
he had fo little Charity and Refpe^, as never to come 
near him at a Time when he lay fo dangeroufly ill^ and 
cveiyBody elfe had been to fee him. Why, replies 
the Fox, pray, prefent my Duty to his Majefty, and 
tell him that I have the fame Refpeft for him as ever, 
and have been coming fevcral Times to kifs his royal. 
Hand ; but I am fo terribly frightened at the Mouth of 
his Cave, to fee the Print of my Fellow- Subjej^ts Feet, 
all pointing forwards, and none backwards, that I have 
not Refolution enough to venture in. Now the truth 
of the Matter was, "that the Sicknefs of t^c Lion was 
Only a Sham, to draw the Beads into his Den, the 
Baore eafily to devour them. 



r^e APPLICATION. 

A Man (hould weigh and confider the Natui^ of any Pro- 
pofal well, before he gives into it: f©ra nrlh.and haHyC'om- 
pliance has becii^the lluin of manv a <7ne. And it is the 
Quinteflence of PrudcQce not to be too eafy of Belief. In- 
deed the Multitude think altogether in the lame Track, and 
Eire much upon a Foot. Their Meditations are continedin 
onq Channel, and they follow one another very orderly 
in Regular Stupidity. V^\i\ aMan of Thought andSpirft 
(x:^B|en*ed thus, and trudge along like a Pack-liorfe, in 
a oWp (linking muddy Road, when he may flriik it over 
ihe bt>autcous Lawns, or lofe himfelf agreeaWyj9i .the fliady 
x-erdunt Mazes of unreflraincd C|ontcmpti|tif<p f It is 
impollible. Vulgar Notions are fo generally attended. 
Mith Krror, tliat wherever one traces the Footfteps of the 
Many tending all one Way, it is enough to make one 
fufp<?dl, with the Fox in the Fable, thac there is feme 
Trick in it. The Kye of Reafon is dulled and ftupiiied 
when it is confined, and made to gaze continually upon 
the fame Thing: It rather chufes to look about it, and 
amufe itfclf with \'ariety of Objeds, as they lie fcat- 
•> M tcrcd 
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4crcd up and down in the nnbounded ProfjieA. Tie lb 
goes iiii|ilicitly into a Thinj; may be mifrakcn, nolwitli 
ItunHing tbc Numbor of thole nho keep him CompUy 
but be thaLkc(!psout till he fees Rcafon to enter, acts upoi 
true Maxims of Policj- and Prudence. In IJiort, it becoir 
us, as we are realMiablc Cn<atures, to behave ourfeUMK 
fuch, and to doas tcw'l'hih|^aspofliblc, of wkich wemi) 
.have Occafion toj^iwnt. 

FAB. CXLIII. The Mice in Council. 




^ met, after the Doors were locked, entered inM 
a free Conftiltation abotit Ways and Means hoa 
to render their Fortunes and Eftates more fecuit 
from the Danger of the Cat. Many Things wen 
offered, and much was debated, pro and con, upon 
the Matter. Ai laft a young Moufe, in a fine florid 
E\pccch, concluded upon an Expedient, and tbil 
the only one, which was lo put them for the futon 
Miiirely ovit i^ ihe Power of the Enemy; and tl& 
■KM, that the Cat fliould wear a Bell about ko 
Ned: 
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Neck, which, upon the leaft Motion, would give the 
Alarm, and be a Stcnal for them to retire into their 
Holes. This Speech was received with great Ap- 
plaufe, and it was even propofed by fome, that the 
Moufe who made it fliould nave the Thanks of the 
Aflembly. Upon which, an old grave Moufe, wh* 
had fat filent all the while, flood up, and in another 
Speech, owned that the Contrivance was admirable, 
and the Author of it, without Doubt, an ingenious 
Moufe; but, he faid, he thought it would not be fo 
proper to vote him Thanks, tifl he (hould farther in- 
form thtnn how this Bell was to be fattened about the 
Cat's Neck, and what Moufe would undertake to do \U 

The APPLICATION. 

^lany Things appear featiblc in Speculation, which ar« 
afterwards found to be ira practicable. And iiiice the Exe- 
cution of any Thing is that which is to complete and finilh 
its very Exiilence, what raw Counfcllors are thofe who ad- 
vifc, what precipitate Politicians thofe who proceed to 
tiic Management of Things in their Nature incapable of 
anfwering their own Kxpecbtions, or their Promifes to 
others* At the fame Time,, the Fable teaches us, not to 
expoie ourfelves in any of our little politic Coifee-Houfe 
Committees, by determining what (hould be done upon 
every Occurrence of Mal-Adminiflration, when we hav9 
neitftr CommifHon nor Power to execute it« He that, 
upon fuch OccaQoQs, adjudges, as a Prefcrvativc for the 
State, that this or that fhould be applied to the Neck of 
thofe who have been Enemies to it, will appear full as 
rkliculous as the Moufe in the Fable, when the Queftion 
is afked, Who (hall put it there ? In Reality, we do but 
espofc ourfelves to the Hatred of fome, and the Contempt 
of others, wlicn we inadvertently utter our impradicablo 
Speculations, in ref|>cd of the Public, either iu phvatQ 
CoBipany, or anthorifed Aflemblies. 
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FAB.CXLIV. 
The Lion, the Afs, and Ike Fox. 




"T"HE Lion, the Afs, and the Fox, went a hunt- 
^ ine together in the Forefl, and it was agreed, 
that whatever was taken Ihnuld be divided amongft 
them. They happened to have -very mod Spori, 
and caught a large fat Stag, which the Lion or- 
dered the Afs to divide. The Afs, according to. the 
beft of his Capacity, did fo, and made three [flwty 
equal Shares. But fuch levelling Doines not fuit- 
ing at all with the craving Temper of the greedy 
Lion, without farther Delay he flew upon the Aft, 
and tore him in Pieces; and then bid the Fox di- 
vide it' in two Parts. Jteynard, who feldom wanted 
a Prompter, however, had his Cue given him fuf- 
£cieiitlv upon this OccaGon; and io, nibbling off 
une little Bit for himfelf, he laid forth all tlfe reft 
for the Lion's Portion. The royal Brute was fo 
delighted at this dutiful and handfome Proof of hif 
RefoctSl, that he cou\4uox,foft«ai«i.v^ffioctbcS<- , 



. ^SOrs FABLES. 245 

tisfaftion it gave him ; und aflced him withal, where 
he could poitibly have tearnt fa proper and fo courtly 
a Behaviour ? Why, replies Ba/nard, to tell your Ma- 
j^y the Truth, I was taught it by the Afs that lies 
dwi there. 

J^A^ APPLICATION. 

s 

We may learn a, great deal of. ufefal Experience from 
tHe £xam|)les of oti^er People, if we will but take the Pains 
to obfi^e.them. And, befides the Profit of the Indruc- 
tio^s^'ffiiere is no fmall Plcafure in being taught any pro- 
per Science^ at the Expence of fomebody elfc. To this 
Farpofe, the Hiftory of (or^er Times, as well as the 
Tranda^ions of the prefent, are very well adapted ; and 
fo copious as to be able to furnifh us with Precedents 
upon almofl every Occafion. The Rock upon which ano- 
ther has ' fplit, is a Kind of Light-IIoufe or BeaCon, to 
ivarA us from the tike Calamity; and by taking fuch an 
Advantage, how eaiily may we (leer a fafe Courfe ! \ie 
that, in .any Negociation with his Betters, docs not well 
.and wifely confider how to behave himfelf, fo as not to 
give Offence, may very Hkely come off as the Afs did: 
But a cool thinking Man, though he fliould defpair of 
ever making Friends of the People in Power, will be cau- 
tious and prudent enough to do nothing which may pro* 
voke thera to be his Enemies. 
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rAB.CXLV. 7%e Old Lion. 




.'A LION, worn out with Age, lay fetching hii 
*^ )aflGarp,and8goiiizmgin the cod vul five Struggles 
■of Dtath. Upon which Occafion, feveral of the Beifis, 
who had formerly been Suffea-rs bv him, catiie and re- 
venffed tlittnfelvcs upon him. 'fhe Boar with his 
mighty Tufks, drove at him in a. Stroke that glanced 
like Lightninc AntI the Bull gored him with hisvio- 
leiit Horns, Which, when the Afsfaw theyroightdo 
without any Danger, he too came up, anu threw tiis 
Heels into the Lion's Face. Upnn which, the^Kwf 
old expiring Tyrant uttered thcfc Words with his lal 
dying Groan : Alas ! how grievous is it to fuffer In- • 
fidts, even from the Brave and the Valiant; but lo be 
fpurned by fo hafe a Creature as this is, who is the 
Difgrace of Nature, is worfe than dying ten thoufaiwl 
Deaths. 

The APPLICATION. 

Tic that would be reverenced and refpeflcd by the reft 

or Mankind, tnuft lay in a Founilntioti for it of liinie 

Kiad or other; lor Vcoiflii cAniiot be perfuadud to pay 
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Xhtfcrotice and EAeem~foF netbing.- So that though wc 
. hnvv lived in^gpofl Re|>utc in tlie Worl J, if ever wc lhould> 
happen to outlive uur SU)c)^.w« muft not be furprizi^d- 
to Gild ourfelvcs ftiglitcd tuid att'routed, even by th<! vilell 
Scum of the People, li tlioretbre we would railc to rnir- 
frlvcs & IHi^nity that. will continue nut only to the End of 
■our Lives,. but. extend itl'elf lar down among ihc Ages of 
Piifterity.-wcihould tukcCare t«)cltublillt it upon a foun- 
dation of Virtue and Good-nalure: Tliis will [lot only pre- 
'lerve us fromlhu InfuiEs uf our Enemies, bul upon Occn- 
lion, I'urruuudus witbiitruJly Guard of faithful and liucurs 



FAB; CXLVr The Old Man and his Sons.. 




A N oJa Man had many ^ons, who were often fal[. 
*^ ing out one wiih another. When the Father 
Had exerted his Authority, and ufed other Means ia 
order to reconcile them, and all to no Purpofe, at 
l*ft he had Recoiirfe to this Expedient; he ordered 
his Sons to be called hefore him, and a Ihnrt Bundle 
«f Sticks to be brought ; and then commanded them, 
one by one, to try if with all their Might and 
Strength they could any of them break it.» tWq 
M4 ^ 
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all tried, but to no Purpofe; for the Sticks being clofely 
and c6nipa6lly bound up together, it was impoffibie 
for the Force of Man to do it. After this the Father 
ordered the Bundle to be untied, and gave a (ingk 
Stick to each of his Sons, at the fame Time bidding 
him try to break it : Which, when each did with all 
imaffinable Eafe, the Father addreffed himfelf to them 
to this EfTeft. O my Sons, behold the Power of 
Unity ! For if you, in like Manner, would but keep 
yourlclves ftriftly conjoined in the Bonds of Friendfliip, 
It would not be m the Power of any Mortal to hurt 
you; but, when once the Ties of brotherly Afle£lion 
ure diflblved, how foon do you fall to Pieces, and are 
liable to be violated by every mjurious Hand that aflaultf 
you. 

The APPLICATION. 

Nothing Is more ncceflary towards completing and con- 
linuuxg the Well-being of Mankind, than their entering 
into, and preferving Fhendiliips and AUiancef • The Safety 
of a Government depends chiefly upon this; and thereforo 
it is weakened and expofed to its Enemies, in Proportion as 
it is divided by Parties. A Kingdom divided agimifiitfe^^ 
i^'ovght to Dejhlation, And the Iknie holds good among all 
Societies and Corporations of Men, from the CdniUtution 
of the Nation, down to every little Parochial Vcftry. But 
the NecefTity of Friendfhip extends itfelf to all Sorts of 
delations in Life; as it conduces mightily to the Advan- 
tage of particular Clans and Families. Thofe of the fame 
Blood and Lineage have a natural Difpofition to unite to- 
gether, which they ought, by all Means, to cultivate and 
improve. It muil be a great Comfort to People, when they 
fall under any Calamity, to know that there are many othera 
fympathife with them; a great Load of Grief i« mightily 
lofTened, whenit is parcelled out into many Shares. "And 
then Joy, (fall our Padions, loves to be communicative, 
and generally increafes, in Proportion to the Number of 
thofe whp partake of it with us. Wc defy the Threats and 
Malice of an Encm^-, wheuNiie a\^ «;fi\x\^'SL\Si%X\\ft cannot 
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tack us fingle, but muft cncuuntcr a Bundle of Allies at 
e fame Time. But they that babavc themfdlves fo as to 
ive few or na Friends in the \Vorld, live in a perpetual 
»r and Jealuufy of Mankind, bccaufe they arc feufible 
' their own WeiUinefs, and know ihemfeUes liable to t>4 
-uflicd, or brolieD to Fiucea, by the fiifl Agrellbr. 



FAB. CXLVIl. 

T^e Old Woman and ker Maids. 




A Certain okl Woman hail feveral Maids, nhom 
"*■ Oie ufed to ; call up to thpir Work, everv Morn- 
ig, at the Crowing of the Cock. The Wenches, 
no found it grievous to lave their fweet Sleep -dif- 
irbed fo early, combined together, and killed the 
'ock, thinking that, when t'le Alarm was gone, they 
light enjoy ihemfelves in their fr'artn'Seds a fitife 
>nger. The old Woman, erieved for the Lofaof her 
'ock, and having, by fome^eans or other, difciiver- 
1 the whole Plot, was.refolvedio be even with ihemj 
ir, from that Time;, fhe obliged them te rife con^iit- 
' at Midnigbli ' 

M5 ■ The 



250 ^SOP's FABLES. 

TTie APPLICATION. 
It can never be expctled that Things Ihould be, in b9 
Kerpcfis, agreeable to our Witlies; and if they are not Terj 
bad indeed, wu ought in many Cafes to be contented wiUi 
them; left when, througk Impatience, we precipitately quit 
our prefent Condition of Life, wc may to our Sorrow linil, 
with the old Saying, that feldom comes a better. Before 
we attempt any Alteration of Moment, we Diould be cer- 
tain what State it will produce : for, when Things are 
already bad, to make tlicm worfe by trying Ex|>criDicnts, 
is an Argument of great Weaknefs and Folly, and is fun. 
to be attended with a too late Repentance. Grievances, if 
really fuch, oujjlit by all Means to be redrcfied, protided 
we can be aflured of doing it with Siicccl's : But wg liad 
belter^ Dt any Timc,-bear with fome Inconvenience, Itaaa 
iltalie our Condition worfe, by attempting to mend it. 

FAB. CXLVIII. 

TAeFalcgner anrf ike Partridge. 



'( 




A Falconer having taken ft Partridge in his N«B» 

Ihe Bird h<iWii hacd for a R«prieve, and pK>- 

Biifcd the Man, it h« -woiMXeX-Vvia ^^Videoxf 



. J£SOPs FABLES. ?5l 

ether Partrideres into his Net. No, replies the Fal- 
coner, I was before determined not to fpare you, but 
now you have condemned yourfelf by 'your own 
Words : for he who is fuch a Scoundrel as to oflFer 
to betray his Friends, to fave himfelf, deferves, if 
poifible^ worfe than Death, 

7^ APPLICATION. 

However it may be convenient for us to like the Tri*a- 
foq, yet we mull be v(3ry deftitute of Honour not to hate 
anil abominate the Traitor. And accordingly, IJil^ory 
fuini/lies us with many Inftanccs of Kings and great Mcmi, 
wfavo have puniflied the Adtors of Treachery with Death, 
though the Part tl^ey aded had been fo conducive to their 
IntereilS) as to give them a Viftpry, or perhaps the quiet 
Po0c(]ion of 2l Throne. Nor can Princes 'purfue a more 
jufl Maxim. than this ; for a Traitor is a Villain of no 
Principles, th^t flicks at nothing to promote >his own 
felfidi Ends :. he that l^trays oiie Caufc for a great Sum 
of. Money, will Lctwiy another upon the fame Account; 
and therefore it mud be very impolitic in a State to fut^cr 
fttch Wretches to live in it. Since then this Maxim is I'o 
^goo^, and.fo likely at fl,ll Times to be pradifed, what 
'Hupid Rogues * muft they be,- who undertake fuch preca* 
rjjjut dirty Work ! If they mifcarry, it generally proves 
fetal te them from one Side or. other;' if they fucceed, 
'|ierhaps they may have the promifed Reward, but are furc 
•to be deteAed, if fufliered-to live, by the very Perfoa that-. 
tem^oys them. 



C»e 



•MSOP\ FABLES; 



FAB. CXLIX. 

The Porcuptne nnd Ihe Snakes. 




A PorcnpviK.^ wantiw to (beTter himfer^ defimf a 
*^ Neft ofSnakes to give h m Admittance intotbeiT 
Cave. They were prevailed upon, and let him id ac- 
cordingly ; but were fo annoyed with hk ftarp pnck^ 
Qiiills that ihey foon repented of their c»fy Compli- 
ance, and cntfeatcd the Potcupine to withdraw, lod 
leave them their Hole to themfelves. No, fays ha, 
let them quit the Place that don't like it; formyPiirt) 
I am well enough ratified as I am. 

The APPLICATION. 
Some People are of fo brutifh, inhofprtable Teinpeis, 
that there is no living vith them, without greatly io' 
commoding ourfclvcB. Therefore, before we cnirr into 
any Degree of Fiiendihip, AUiance, or Partneriliip, 
with any Perfoii whatever, we Jhould thoroughly confi- 
der his Nature and Qnahties, bis C i re nm fiances and hi* 
Humour. 'J'here vu^X ta^ be iumetbing in each of 
tUeft 
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thefe Itefpe^ls to tally and cdrrefpond with our own 
Meafurcs, to fuit our Genius, and adapt itfelf to the Size 
and Proportion of our Defires ; otherwifc our Aflbciations, 
of whatever KJnd, may prove the greateft Plagues of our 
Life. Young Men arc v#ry apt to run into this Error ; 
and being wann in all their Paffions, throw open their 
Arms at once, and admit Into greateft Intimacy Perfons 
whom they know little of, but by falfe and uncertain 
Lights. Thus they fometimes receive a Viper into their 
Bofom, inftead of a Friend, and take a Porcupine for a 
Confort, with whom they arc obliged to cohabit^ 'though 
iliemay prove a thorn in their Sides as long as they live* 
A true. Friend is one of the greatefi BlelTings in Life ; 
therefore^ to be miilakcn or ^lif&ppointed of fuch Enjoy- 
ment^ when\i):« hope to be in fuU P9(reinon of it, mufl 
be a great Mortification. So thal^-we cannot be too nice 
and fcrupulous in our Choice .of'thofe, who are to be 
our Companions f()r Lite ; for thejf muil have but a poor 
fhallow Notion of FriendOiip, wBo intend to take it, like 
a Leafe, for- la Term of Years only. In a Word, the 
Dodrine which this Fable fpeaks^ is to prepare us againft 
being injured or deceived by a rafli Combination of any 
Sort. The Manners of the Man we defire for a Friend; 
of the Woman we like for a Wife, of the Perfoa whh 
whom we would jointly manage and concert Meafurcs 
lor the Advancement of our temporal Intereft, ihould be 
narrowly and cautioufly infpeded, before we embark 
with them in the fanfie Vcflt^l, left we ftiould alter .our 
lliifd when it is too late, and think of regaining the Shore^ 
after we have launched out of our Depth. 



■■» 
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FAB. tt. The Peacock and the Magpyej. 




'T'HE Birds met together upon a Time, to chafe 
^ a kmg And the tieacock %Ddiiig Candidate, 
'<lirp)a\e(i tiis gaudy Plumes, and catcnld the Eyes- 
of the filly Multitude with the KichneCs of his Fea^ 
thers lite Mtjunt) declared fur hini, and claimed': 
tbcir Wings with great Applaufe But, juft as th«r 
were going to procfaim him, the Magpye ftept forth- 
in the Midft of the Aflembl), aad addreffed himfelf 
thus to ihc HLw King May it pltafe jnurMajeftjt 
Eleft, to permit one of your unworthy Subjedls to 
reprefeiU to you hia Sufplcions and Apprehcnfiuns, in. 
the face of thi* whole Congregation : We have 
chofen ynii for our King, we have put our Lives audi 
I'ortiines into your Hands, and our whole Hope and- 
Dependance is upoli you :■ If therefore the Eagle,., or 
the Vulture, or the Kile, fliould at anv Time make 
a Dcfcent upon ns,- as it is highly probable they will, 
way your Majelly be fo graeiaus as to difpel our 
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Fear?^ and clear our Doubts about that Matter^ by 
letting UB know how you intend to defend us againlt. 
them f This pithy unanfwerable Queftion drew the 
^vhole Audience intofo juftaRefie&ion^ that they fooii 
refolved to proceed to a new Choice. But, from that 
Hitie' the Peacock has been looked upon as a vain 
infignificant Pretender, and the Magpye efieemed as 
eminent a. Speaker as aaf among the whole Com- 
niunity of ]Birds« 

TXd? APPLICATION. 

n)rm and Outfide, in the Choice of a Ruler, Hiould not 
be fo rauc^h regarded, as the Qualities and Endowments of 
the Mind. In chuting Iicad« of Corporations, from the 
Kkig of the Land, down to the Maftcr of a Company, upon 
every new Eledhon it fliould he enquired into, which of 
the Candidates is mod capable of advancing the Good 
and Welfare of the Community ; and upon him the Choice 
Should fall. But the Eyes of the Multitjude are fo dazzled 
nvith Pomp artd Shew, Noife and Ceremony, that they 
cannot fee Things really as they are : And from hence it 
comes to pafs, that fo many Abfurdities are committ^ 
and maintained in the World. People fliould examine 
and weigh the real Weight and Merit of the Perfon, and 
not be impofed upon by ialfe Colours, ^nd Pretences of I 
^linow nut what. 



^IsJS.. 
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FAB. CLI. The Parrot and his Cage. 




A Parrot, which belonged to a Perron of Quality, 
** was fed every Day with Plenty-of choice Daia- 
ties, and ke|)t in a flatdy Cage, which was fet 
abroad,, upon a Marble Table, in the Garden, that 
he might enjoy the Light of the Sky, and the 
rreftinefsof the Air, to the beft Advantage, His 
Malier, and all the Family, when they talked to 
him, ufed the moft tender fond Expredions, and 
the Diforder of his Feathers was fmoothed with 
kindly Touches, by the fair Hand of his Lady. Yrt 
not with Handing this happy Situation,- he was un- 
eafy, and envied the Condition of thofe Birds who 
lived free in (he Wildemefs, and hopped up ami 
down, unconliued, from Bough to Bough. He 
earneHly longed to lead the lame Life, and fecretly 

Eined with Grief, becaufe his Wiflies were dented 
im. After fome Time, however, it happened that 
the Door of his Cage was left unfaflened, and the 
long wifhed for Opportunity was given him of 
taakiog as £4opentenu McQidinglYi out he flew» 
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and conveyed hiinfelf amon^ the Shades a£ a neighs 
bouring Wood, where he mought to fpeira the Re- 
mainder of his Days in Content. But alas ! poor Poll 
was miftaken; a thoufand Inconveniencies, which 
he never dreamt of, attended this Elopement of 
his, and he is now really that miferable Creature, 
which, before, his Imagination only made him. He 
is buflfetted by the favage Inhabitants of the Grove; 
and his Imitation of a human Voice, which formerly 
rendered him fo agreeable, does but the more expol!e 
him to the fierce Refentment of the feathered Nation. 
The delicate Food with which he ufed to be fed» 
is no more ; he is unfkilled in the Ways of providing 
for himfelf, and even ready to die with Hunger. A 
Storm of Rain, Thunder, and Lightning, fills all 
the Air, and be has no Place to jkreen or proteft 
him; his Feathers are wetted with the heavy Shower, 
and blafied with the Flafhes of Lightning. His ten- 
der Nature/fuited to a milder Climate, could not ftand 
the feveire Shock; he even died under it. But, juft 
before he^ breathed his laft,; he is faid to have- made 
this R^edion : Ah, poor Roll ! were you but in your 
Cage a^ipj yoa woultj. never wander mote. . 

. The APPJACATION. 

This Fable may be a proper Leflbn to thofe ^.Trho are 
pofleflcd, with a Spmt of Rambling, and trying Expe- 
riments; who arc fo infatuated with thefe airy No- * 
tions, that though thoy Lave a warm Houfe over their 
Heads, and a good Table to eat at, kind indulgent. Pa« 
rpnts, or fond Hu (bands, yet they cannot be contented, 
but mud fully forth into the wide World, and pafs, as 
it were, into a new and untried Being. People may 
have felt imaginary Inconreniencies at Home; but as 
they have been ufed to live in a Depcndance upon 
othei:^, -let them but go abroad, and try to fliift for 
^emfelves; and they will, ui all Pio^a^bvYv^'^, Ic»qyw Vi^ 
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real MiCenes. No Siiip puts to Sea without an exp^ 
ricnccd Wlot ; nor do Armies take the Field, but uiidn: 
a General of Cunduft and Coura!;c ; yet foroc Wookd 
and Childrca are fo pcrvetfc and wrung-headcd, that 
they will kuvo a mikt fafc Port, and launch out inio 
a ^Volld of I'roublcs and Dangers, without the leaft 
Sliare of Difcretion to ikcr their Courfe by. How can 
they hope to efcape fplitting upen every Rock, who are 
thus ralh and adventurous f A (evere Rt|)entance. afln 
fuch Elojicment, is genurally as ccrlaiu as it i^ ufelc& and 
unregarded. 

FAB. CLir. The Fowler and the Ringdove. 




A Fowlcr took his Gun, and went into the WooA 
•^ a fliooting. He fpied a Ringdove among lb( 
Branches of an Oak, and intended to kill it. H« 
c1appt:d tlie Piece to his Shoulder^ and took iii 
Aim accordingly. But, juft as he waa going M 
pull, the Trigger, an Adder, which be had tH 
upon under ibu GralB, flung him fo painfully Ib 
the Leg, that he was forced to quit his Deligii- anc 
threw bis Gua dowa in, a. Paffiou.. The Poilm 
unmediatelj 
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hnmcdiately infefted his Blood, and his whole Body 
began to mortify; which, when he perceived, he 
could not help owning it to be juft. Fate, fays he, 
has brought Deftruftion upon me, while I was con- 
triving the Death of another, 

TAd APPLICATION. 

This i» anotiier Lelibn agoinfl Injuftico; a To[»c in 
xvbich our juA Author aAiouiids, And# if we confider the 
^£atter fairly, wc nruil allow it to be as rcaibnable that 
ffime one Ihould do Violeuee to us, as we fhouid eoramit it 
upon another. When we axe impartial 142 our Reflexions, 
thus we muft always think* The unjuil Man, with a har- 
den^ mnfeeling Heart, can do a thoiifiBLnd bitter Things 
to others : But if a fmgle Calanrity touches bimfelf, Oh, 
how tender he is ! How infupportable is the Uneaiinefs 
it ocfcalions ! Why ihould we think others born to hard 
Treatment, laore than ourfblves ? or imagine it can be 
rcafonable to do to another, what wc ourfelvcs fhould ba 
vnwilUngtofiiUfer? In our Behavicur to »H Manki»vl; wa 
Bced only alk ourfelvcs thefe plain Qucftions, and our 
Confciences will tell us how to ad. Confcience, like a 
good valuable Domeflic, plays i\\^ Heniembranxrer to us 
Up^ja all Occasions, and gives us a gentle Twitch, when 
we are going to do a wrong Thing* It docs qot, like tho 
;Adder in the Fable, bite us .to Death, but only gives us 
kind Cautions. However, if we neglcft thefe juft and 

' fre(}uent Warnings, aqd continue in a Couri'e of Wicked* 
nefs and Injuftice, do not let us be furprifed if Providence 
thinks fit, at laft, to give us a home Sting, and to exercifp 

^ little Bctaliatipn upon us. 
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FAB. CUII. The Sow and the "Wolf 




A SOW had jud farrowed, and lay in ttie Stye» 
with her whole Litter of Pigs about her. A. 
Wolf, who longed for one of them, but knew noC 
how to come at it, endeavoured to inlintiate him- 
felf into the Sow's good Opinion. And accordingl^B 
coming up to her. How does the good Woman in 
ihe Straw do ) fays he. Can I be of anv Service 
to you, Mrs. Sow, ill Relation to your little Famtt^ 
here? If you have a Mind to go abroad, and an 
yourfelf a little or fo, you may depend upon it 1 
will take as much Care of your Pigs, ae you covHd 
do yourfelf. Your humble Servant, fays the Sow, 
I thoroughly underftand your Meaning; and, to let 
you know I do, I muft be fo free as to tell you, I 
nad rather have your Room than your Comipai^; 
and therefore, if you would aft like a Wolf of Hci> 
nour, and oblige me, I beg I may never fee your 
Face again.. 



7U 
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r*j APPLICATION. 

The being officioufly good-natured and civil, is fome- 
ing fo uncoramoB'in the World, that one canBot hear a 
'.an make ErofelSon of it, without being furprifcd, or at 
rA, fufpe^ng the Difintcrcftednels of hi» Intentions, 
fpeciallyi when one ntio is a Stranger to us, or though 
luwD, is ill eftcemed by us, will be making Offers of* 
ervices, we have great Heal'on to look to ourfelves, and 
{crt a Shynefs and Coldnefs towards him. We Ihouid 
•Mve not to receive even J'avours from bad Kind of 
eople; for ftioutd it happen that fume immediate Mif- 
hief was not couched in them, yet it is dangerous to 
ave Obligations to fuch, or give tqem an Opjiortunitjr of 
uking B Communication with us. 

FAB. CUV. 

7%e Hufbandman and the Stork. 




pHE Hufbandman pitched a Net in his Fields to 

'- take the Cranes and Gcefe whick came to feed 

ipon the new-fown Com. Accordingly, he took 

evcral, both Cranes and Geefe; and among them a 

Stoik, 
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Stork, who pleaded hard for his Life, and, among 
other Apologies which he made, aliedeed, that he was 
neither Gooie nor Crane, but a poor harmlefs Stork, 
who performed his Duty to his Parents to all Intents 
and Purpofes, feeding them when they were old, and, 
as Occasion required, carrying them from Place to 
Place upon his Back. AH this may be true^ replies 
the* Hufbandman ; but as I have taken you in bad 
Company, and in the fame Crime^ you muft cxpcft 
to fafier the fame Punifliment. 

Tk€ APPLICATION. 

If bad Company had nothing clfc to make us (tiur. and' 
avoid it, this, mcthinks, might be fufllicient, that it in- 
fects and taints a Man's Reputation to as -great a Degree 
as if he were thoroughly verfed in the Wickednefs of the 
whole Gang. • What is it to me, if the Thief, who robs 
mc of ray Money, givtjs Part of it to build a Church? Is 
he ever the lefs a Tliief ? Shall a Woman's going to Pray- 
ers twice a Day fave her Reputation, if fhe is known to 
be a malicious lying Goflip? Ko, fuch Mixtures of Reli- 
gion and Sin make the Ofiencc but the more flagrant, as 
they convince us, that it was not committed out of Igno« 
tancc. Indeed, there is no 'living without being guilty 
of fome Faults, more or lefs; which the World ought to 
be good-nati!red enough to overlook, in Confidcration of 
the general Frailty of Mankind, when they are not loo 
grofs and too abundant. Bui, when we arc fo abandoned 
to Stupidity, and a Negledl of our Ucputation, as to keep 
bid Compa^ny, however little wc may be criminal in 
Keality, wc muft expe^ the fame Ccnfurc aud Funiiht 
ftient as is dua to Uie moil notorious of pur Companioni* 



fAB. 
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FAB. CLV. Tlie Shepherd's Boy. 




A Certain Shepherd's Boy kept his Sheep upon a 
Common, and, inSport and Wantonnefs, would 
iften cry out. The Wolf! TheWoIf! BythisMeans 
hefcveral Times drew thcHuflJandmen in an adjoining 
Field from their Work; who, finding themfelveE de- 
luded, refolved for the future to take no Notice of 
his Alarm, Soon after, the Wolf came indeed. The 
Boy cried out in Eameft. But no Heed bein^ givea 
to bis Crie^ the Sheep are devoured by the WuTf. 

~- ■ ■ '.._ V/ie APPLICATION. '-' 

He that is detected for being a notorious Liar, befides 
llic Ignominy aud Itcproach ot' the 'i'bing, incurs this 
Milcliief, tbat he will i'carcc be able to gut any one to 
bclictc him again, as >long as he livos. Mowewr Iru« 
>ur ContiJaiiit may be, or how much focvcr it inay be 
or our Iiitereft to have it believed, yet if we have been 
requently caught tiijiping before, we flioulJ hardly be 
iblf to gain Credit to what we relate afterwards. TbougU 
Mankind arc generally Aiiptd enough to be often im- 
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pofed upon, yet few &re fo fenrelefs as to believe a ao- 
torioiu Liar, or to tnijl a Cheat upon Record. . Thefe 
little Shams, when found out, are fufficientlj > prejudi- 
cial lo the Interefi of e»ery orivate Perfon who pradfirtt 
tliem. Butt when we ore aUrmcd with imaginary Dan- 
gers in Bcfpefl of the Public, till the Cry grows ^uit« 
Aale and threadbare, L*w can it' be expeded w^e ihould. 
know when to guard ourfelvei agaioft real oaes t 



FAB CLVI The Serpent and the Man 




A Child was playing in a Meadow, and bv Chance 
'* trod upon a Serpent The Serpent, in the Fuiy 
of his Paflion, turned up, and bit the Child w la 
his poifonous Teeth, fb that he died immedlAtely. 
The Father of the Child, infpired with Grier aiid 
Revenge, took a Weapon in his Hand, and pursuing 
the Serpent, before he could get into his Hole, 
fimck at him, and lopped off a Piece of his Tail. 
The next Day, hoping b\' this Stratagem to fiiiifli 
his Revenge, he brought to the Serpent's Holt 
Honey, Meal, and Salt, and delired him to come 
forth, proteCling, tbat he only fought a Reconcili 
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lion on both Sides. However, he was not able to 
decoy the Serpent forth, who only hiflcd from within 
to this Purpoie : In vain you attempt a Reconciliation ; 
for, as lone as the Memory of the dead Child, and 
the mangled Tail fubfifts, it will be impofliblefor you 
and I to have any Charity foF each other. 

The APPLICATION. 

The Man who has injured you will never forghce you, 
is a Spanijh Proverb, and, after their dry Way, a very good 
one. It fecins odd, at firft Sight, bccauie one would think 
the Backwardncfs to forgive fhould be on the Side of him 
i*iio hfi^ received the Injury- ; but the Truth of the Maxim 
lies, with much more Certainty, on the other Side. The 
Confcioufnefs of having provoked the llefentment of ano- 
ther ii'ill dwell fo continually upon the Mind of the 
AggrcfTor, that he cannot reft till he has rinifhod his Work, 
and put it as much as poflTible out of his Knemy's Power to 
make any Return upon him. Therefore, as tlie Serpent 
^vifely obferves, it is in vain for two People, who have pal- 
pably injured each other, ever to expect to live well to- 
gether for the future. Morality bids us forgive our Ene- 
mies, and the Voice of Reafon confirms the fame : But 
neither Reafon nor Morality bids us enter into a Fricnd- 
fliip with, or f»»pofe a Confidence in, thofe who have in- 
jured us. We may refolve not td return ill Ufage; but 
4»ught never to be forgiven, if, when wc can prevent it, 
we put ourfelves into our Enemy's Hands. 
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TAB. -CLVIT. Tlie Swallow and other BirJs. 




A Farmer was fowing his Fietd with Flax. The 
•*■ Swallow obTerved it; and delired the other Biida 
to aflift her in picking the Seed up, and deftroying it; 
lelliaglhem, that Flax was that pernicious Mattiial, 
of which ihfi Thread was compoled which made the 
FowU-r's Nets, anil by that Means- contributed to ihe 
Kuin of fo many innocent Birds. But the poor 
Swallow, not having the good Fortune to be regarded, 
the Flax fprnng up, and appeared above the Ground. 
She then put them in Mind once more of their im- 
pending Danger, -and wiflied them to pluck it up in 
the Bud, before it went any farther. They ftill nee- 
!e<^ed her Warnings; and the Flax grew up into the 
high Stalk, She yet again defired them to attack it, 
for that it was not yet loo late. But all that flic could 
get was, to be ridiculed and defpifed for a filly pre- 
tending Prophet, The Swallow, finding all her Remon- 
flrancei availed nothing, was refolved to leave the So- 
ciety oj* fuch unthinkmg, carelefs Creatures, before 
itwgs too latp, SocfuUVTi^vVWwuiSj (he tepared 
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Xf the Houfes; and forfakingthe Converfation of the 
iirds, has ever fitice imkd^ her Abode among the 
dwellings of Meiu 

« 

7%tf APPLICATION. 

As Men, we Hiould always cxcrcife fo much Humanity^ 
IS to endeavour the Welfare of Mankind, particularly of 
»ur Acquaintance and Relations; and if, by nothing far- 
her, at lead by our good Advice. When we have done 
his, and, if Occadon required, continued to repeat it a 
t»cond or third Time, we fhall have acquitted ourfelves 
ufKcicntly from any Imputation upon their Miicarriages; 
.nd having nothing more to do, but to fcparate ourfelves 
rom them, that we may not be involved in their Ruin, o» 
•e fuppofed to partake of their Error* This is an Excom- 
(lunication which Rcafon allows. For, as it would be cruel 
>n the one Side, to profccute and hurt People for being 
aiftaken ; fo, on the other, it would be indifcreet, and 
>ver complaifant, to keep them Company through all 
heir wrong Notions, and aft contrary to our Opinion) 
)Ut of pure Civility. 
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FAB. CLVIIt. 

The Trumpeter taUn Prifoner 




A Trumpeter, being taken Prifoner in a. Baltle, 
begged hard forQiiarter, declaring his Innocence, 
and prolefting, that he neither had, nor could kill aii/ 
Man, bearing no Arms but only hisTnmipet, which he 
was obliged to found at the Word of Command. For 
that Reafon, replied his Enemies, we are determini-d 
not to fpare you*, for though you yourfclf never fish', 
yet, with that wicked Inftrumentof yours, yoii blow 
up Aniniofity between otfier People, aid (o become 
the Occalion of much Bloodlhed. 

7"Ae APPLICATION. 
A Man may be guilly of MurJcr, who has newr 
haiiillcd a Sword, or pulled a Trigger, or lifted ap hi) 
Arm with any mirchicvoiu Weapon. There, is a littte. 
IiiceiKliary called the Tunfrue, which is more vrnonioui 
than a puifoned Arrow, and more killing thaD a twO> ' 
edged StTord. The Moral of (he Fable therefore ii 
lb)s, Utat if in any civil lofuncction, the Perfons tafcca 
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It Arms a^ainft ihcGdvemmcnt dcfcrvc to die, much tn or* 
to ilii'y, wliofc (Icvilifh 'Tongues gave litrtli to tlii: Scdi- 
iciiv, a:id t'xcity the Tumult, When n-ickcd BrivUs, iii- 
tead uf [JFcuehing Peace and Charity, employ tbat Engine 
»r Scandal, their Tongue, to foiueni He b«l lions, whether 
hey fiiccei'd in ikrir Defigns, or wo, ihc-y ouglit tti be feverc- 
y punithod ; (or they have done what iiv llicm lay, to fet 
Kolk» togeihor by the Kars; they have blown the Trumpet, 
ind ftmiidud the Alarm ; mid if ihourands are uot dcftroy- 
•A by the Sword, it is nona ot^ their Fault. 



FAB. CLIX. The Hare and the Tortoife. 




A Han, infulted a Tortoife upon Account of hi» 
Slownefs, and vainly boaftid of her own great 
Sp-'ed m Running Let hs make a Match, replied 
Lhe Torloire; III run with you five Miles for five 
Pounds, and the Fox yonder fliail be the Umpire 
jf the Race. The Hare agreed; and away they 
iKrth flarted t<wether.. Bui the Hare, by Reafon of 
\eT exceediT>g Swiftnefs, outran the Tortoife to fuch 
L Degree, that (lie made a Jeft of the Matter; and, 
iodine herfelf a little tired, fquatted in a Tuft of 
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Fern that grew by the Way, and took a Nap; think- 
ing, t hat It the Tortoife went by^ (lie could at any 
Time fetch him up, with all the Eafe imaginable. 
In -the mean while the Tortoife came jogging on, with 
a flow but continued Motion ; and the Hare, out of a 
too great Security and Confidence of Vifitory, over-^ 
deeping herfelf, the Tortoife arrived at the End of the 
Ilace fir ft. 

The APPLICATION. 

Induflry and Application to Bufincfs makes Amends for 
the Want of a quick and ready Wit. Hence it is, that 
the A'^iflory is not always to the Strong, nor the Race to 
'tht Swift. Men of fine Parts are apt to ^^defpife the 
Drudgery of Bufinefs; but, by affeding to (hew the Su- 
peri onty of their Genius, upon many Occafipns, they run 
into too great an Extreme the other Way; and the Ad- 
mini flration of their Afi'airs is ruined through Idlenefs 
and Negled. What Advailtage has a Man from the Fer- 
tility of his Invention, and the Vivacity of his Imagina- 
tion, unlefs his Refolutions are executed with afuitable 
and uninterrupted Rapidity? In fhort, yeur teen of Wit 
and Fire, as they are <*alled, arc oftentimes Sots, Slovens, 
:and lazy Fellows : They are geiieially proud and conceited 
to the laft Degree; and in the main, not the fitted Per- 
fons for either Converfation or Bufinefs. Such is their 
Vanity, they think the SprightHnefs of their Humour in- 
co nil lien t with a plain fober Way of Thinking and Speak- 
ing, and able to atone for all the little Negledts of their 
B ufinefs and Perfons. But the World will not be thusim- 
pb fed* upon ; the Man wh© would gain the Efteem of others, 
and make his own Fortu^^e, mufi be one that carries bis 
Point efi'e<^lually, and~ finiihes his Courfe without fwenr- 
ing or loitering. Men of dull Parts, and a flow Apprc- 
L enfion , afil^ed by a continued Diligence, are more likely 
to attain this, than your brifk Retailers of Wit, with their 
afft; ^ed Spleen and Indolence. And if Bufinefs be but 
nvcl 1 done, no Matter whether it be done by the Sallies of 
n.ro lined Wit^-or the confidering Head of a plain plodding 
31an, 

J"" fab: 
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^ FAB. CLX. The Wolf in Sheep's Clothing;. 




A Wolf clothing himfeir in the Skin of a Shecp^ 
-** and' getting in among the Flock, by this Means 
took the Opportunity to devour many of them; At 
Taft the ShvpbenJ diftovered him, and cunningly 
fuftened a Rope about his NecK, tyins; him up to a 
Tree which rood hard bv. Some other Shepherds 
happening to pafs that Way, and obfervin^ what he 
was about, drew near, and expreffed tbeii- Admiration 
at it. What, fays oneof thetn. Brother, do you make 
hanging of Sheep? No, replies the other^but I make 
hanging of a Wolf whenever I calcfi him, though in 
the Habit and Garb of a Sheep;, Thenhe (hewed 
them their MiHake, and they applauded the Jultice of 
the Execution. 

nc APPLICATION. 

TTiis Fable fliews us, that no Rcgaril is to he had to 

the mere Habit or Oatfide of any Perron, but to undif- 

guifed Worth Mid intrindc Virtue. When we place 

•ar £fteeni upon the eKtemal Garb, before ^e iiiform 

N 4 ouife1ve& 
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ourffives of ihe Qualities ivbich it covers, wc may eflrn 
miliaiLC Kvil tor Good, and inltead of a Sheep, take a Wulf 
iiilo our Piotedtiuii. Therefore, however iiiiioct'nt oc 
faDdificd anyone may appear, as- to the VcliureuhereM'ith 
he is cluCiicd, we niuy ait ralhly, beciiulc wc may beini- 
pofcil upon, irtVom itieucewc take it tor granted, ihiithc 
is intvardly as good and righteous as his outward Rolic 
would perl'ua'te us he is. Men of Judgment iiiid Penctra- 
tiott do liot ufe tu ^ive an implicit Credit to a, particubT 
Habii, or a peculiar Colour, but love to make a mote CMtl 
Scrutiny; for he that will come up to the Charaflcr of an 
hondl, good tind of Man, when llripped ,of his Sheep's 
Cluthing, '•* but the mure delcfiahle fur his intended Ini- 
pofiure; ns the Wolf wiis but the more obnoxious to ikc 
Shepherd's Rcfeuiment, by wearing a Halfil I'o little fuil- 
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FAB.CLXI. The Wolves and f/,e Shee^. 




'THE Wolves and the Sheep had been a long 
■* Time in a Slate of War together, ^t lad a 
Ccfratioii of Arms was propofed, in order to a Treaty 
of Peace, and Hofiages were to- be delivered on both 
Sides 
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Sides for Security. The Wolves propofcd that tte 
Sheep (hould give up their Dogs, on the one Side, 
and that they would deliver up their youpg oneSj on 
the other. This Propofal was -agreed to; but no 
fooner executed, than the young Wolves began to 
howl for Want of their Dams. The old ones took 
this Opportunity to cry out. The Treaty was broke; 
and fo falling upon the Sheep, who were deftkute of 
their faithful Guardians the Dogs, they worried and 
devoured them without Controu). 



Tlic APPLICATION; 

In all our Trania^lions uith Man^ind^ even in the mofl 
private and low Life, we flioald have a fpecial Regard how, 
and with whom wc truft ourfelvcs. Men, in this Refpcdl, 
ought to look upon eaeh other as Wolves, and to keep 
themfelves under a fecure Guard, and in a continual 
Poftuie of Detence. Particularly upon any Treaties of 
Importance, the Securities on both Sides fhould be ilriftly 
coniidered; and each fhould a(^t with fo cautious a View 
to their ©wn Iiilereft, as never to pledge or part with tha^ 
wliich is the very Kfl'cncc and Balis of their Safety and 
^Yell-bcing. And if this be a juft and reafonable Rule for 
Men to govern themfelvi-s by, in their own private Affairs, 
how much more fitting and neceflary is it in any Conjunc- 
ture wherein the.Pubiic is concerned ? If the Enemy (liould 
demand our whole Army for an Iloftage, the Danger iu 
our complying 'with it would be fo grofs and apparent, 
that w« could not help oLferving it ; but perhaps a Coun- 
try may equally expofe rtfelf -by parting with a particular 
Town or General, as its w'hole Army; its Safety, not fel« 
donxy depending as much upon one of the former, as upon 
the latter. -In ihort, Uoflagcs and Securities may be fomc- 
thing very dear to us, but ought never to bp given up, if 
our Weliare and Prefervation have any Dependanoe upo« 
them. 
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FAB. CLXII. T/ie Young Man and his Cat. 




A Certain young Man ufed to play with a Oit ; of 
^^ which he grew fo fond, that at laft he fell in 
Love with it, and to ftich a Degree, that he could 
reft ncithjLT Night nor Day for the ExcefB of his Paf- 
fion. At laft he prayed to Venus, the Goddefs of 
Beauty, to pity him, and relieve his Pain, ^he good- 
natured Goddefg was propitious, and heard his Prayers) 
before he rofe up from kneeling, the Cat,, which he 
held in his Arms, was transformed into a beautiful 
Girl. The Youth was tranfported with Joy, aad mar- 
ried her that verv Day. At Night they went to Bed, 
and as the new Bride lay encircled in the Embraces of 
her amorous HuHiand, {he unfortunately heard a 
Moufc behind the Hangings, and fpnmg from his 
Arms to purfue it. Venus, offended to fee her facred 
Rites prophancd by fnch an Indecent Behaviour; and 
perceiving that her new Convert, thoi^h a Woman in 
outward Appearance, was a Cat in her Heart, (he made 
her return to her old Form again, that her Manaera 
and Perfon might be agreeable to each other. 
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Tlie APPLICATION. 

People, as to their Manners and Behaviour, take a (Irong 
Bias from Cudom and Education, but a much flrongcr 
from Nature. Her Laws aie f« llrong, that it is in vain 
for us to go to oppofe them ; we may refine and impruve, 
but can never totally alter her Works. 

Upon this Account it is, that we oftentimes fee filly 
auwkward Blockheads difpla}ing their Jdiotifm and Folly 
through all their Enfigns of Dignity; for fome Natures 
are fo coarfe and ruftic, th^t all the Embroidery of a 
Court caimot conceal them. Doubtlefs fuch People were 
intended by Nature for nothing above driving Hogs to a 
Fair, and laughing at the Jokes of a Country Merry- 
Andrew. Fortune has found them worthy-ef her Favours, 
and given them a Lift out of the Mire: But they do not 
fail to give frequent Indications of their true Compofition, 
by a thoufand little dirty Actions. A fine Equipage, and 
a great Eftate, may raifc a Man to an exalted Station, 
and procure a RefpeA to his outward Perfon; notwith- 
ftanding which, it may fo happen, that evcrj Time he 
fpcaks and ads, he cannot help playing the Fool for th^ 
Blood of him. 
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FAB. CLXm. TlieMs, eating ThiffTes. 




AN Afs was loaded with good ProviJians of fe*e- 
**■ ral SorU, which, hi Time of Harveft, he waJ 
carrying into the Field for his MaSer, and the Reaperi, 
todmeupon. By the Way, hie met with a fiaelar^ 

Thidle, and being very hungry,, began to tniimble 
itj which, white he was doing, he entere<t into this 
Bt-fledUon: How many greedy Epicures would think 
themfelves happy, amidft fuch a Variety of delicate 
Viands as I now carry ! But to m'e, this bitter prickly 
Thifile is more favonry and reliflung, thao the moft 
ejLquilite and fumptuous Banquet. 

Tic APPUCATION. 
Happincfs and Mifcry, find oftenlimcs P>tafnre and 
Piun, csift merely in our Opinion, and are no more to 
l)c accounted for, than the Diftercnce of Taftw, That 
itkkh is vne Man's Meat, u anolhtr Man's Piiifon, is a 
I'ropofition that ouj;ht to be allowed in all Parttculiir«, 
where the Opinion is concerned, as well as in Eu^ting 
. and Drinking, Our Senfes muft inform ws ^¥hethe^ a. 
'iliin^ pleufus or iilJfi>leafes, before we con declare our 
■> Jwlgmeiit 
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tof it; and th»t is to any Man Good or Etil, 
which liis uHn Uii^erltauding fu^etb to bim to be fo; 
and tiot that which is agreeable ts auocher's Fancy, And 
^'et as Tcal'onable aud a» neceflkry as it is tu grwit this, 
how apt are we to wonder at People tor not liking This or 
That, or' how can thvy thkik fo and fo ! I'his cliildilb 
Humour of wondcriiigj at tlte difTurent TiilFcs and Opi- 
nions of others, occalions much Uncafincis amo)^ the 
Generality of JSlunkiiid. But if wc conlidered Things- 
rightly, why Hiouid wc be more concerned at others differ- 
ing from us in their Way of thinking upon any Subjcd 
whateyer, than at their liking Cbcefe or Muftard ; one, 
or both of which, vtc may happen to diflikef In Truth, 
he that expeAs all Mankind Hiould be of this Opinion, is 
much more Aupid and unreafonabte llian the Afs iu the 
>'ablc. 



TAB. CLXIV. The Horfe and the loaded Afs. 




AN idle Horfe, and an Afs labounne under » 
**■ heavy Burden were travelling the Road toge- 
ther, they both belonged to a Country Fellow, who 
' trudged It OQ Joot by ibem. Tlie Afsj ready to 
famt 
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faint under his heavy load, entreated the Hbrfe XtSh 
affift him, and lighten his Burden, by taking fome 
of it upon his Back. The Horfe was ill-natured, and. 
rcfufed to do it : Upon which the poor Afs tumbled 
down in the Midfl: of the Highway, and expired in 
an Inftant. The Countrv'man ungirted his Pack- 
faddle, and tried feveral Ways to relieve him, but 
all to no Purpofe :. Which, when he perceived, he 
took the whole Burden, and laid it upon. the Horfc, 
together with the Skin of the dead Afs; fo that 
the Horfe, by his Morofenefs in refufing to. do a fmalt 
Kindnefs, juftly brought upon himfelf a great In- 
coavenitiice.. 



The APPLICATION. 

, Self-Love is no fiich ill Principle, if it \vt?Fe but wefl 
and truly dircdled; for it is impofiible that any Man 
ihould love himfelf to any Purpofe, who withdraws his 
Afliilance' from his FriefLds or the Public. Every Go- 
vernment is to bo confidered as a Body Politic;, and 
every Man who lives in it, as a Member of that Body. 
Now, to carry on the Allegory, no Member can thrive 
better, than when they all jointly unite their Endeavours to 
a (Tift and improve the Whole. If the Hand was to refufe 
its Aflifiance in procuring Food for the Mouth, they muft 
both fiarvc and perifh together. And when thofe, who are 
Parties concerned in the fame Community, deny fuch 
AlTillance to each other, as the Prefervation of that Com- 
munity necefliinly requires, their Self-Intcreftednefs, in that 
Cafe, is ill-direded, and will have a quite contrary Efied 
from what they intended. How many People are fo 
fenfelefs astothii;kit hard that there ihould be any Taxes 
in the Nation ! whereas, were there to be none indeed, 
ihofe very People would beundone immediately. That little 
Property they have would be prefentl) plundered by foreign 
or domeilic Enemies ; and then they viould be glad to con- 
tribute their quota, even without an Ad of Parliainent. 
The Charges of fupporting a Government are neceflar^ 

'Jhings, 
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Tbings, andcafily fuppliedbya due and well pFoportioneA 
Contribution, but, m the ntiTrowcf' and mure cnliiied 
View, to be i«ady to alCft our FiienJs upon aJl Occalions, 
is not only good^ as it u an A A of liuuianity, but bigiily 
difcreetr as it (irengthens our Interest, and gives us aa 
Op^rtunity of bghleniog tbc Burden of Life, . 



FAB. CLXV. 
TTie Bees, the Drones, and Ike Wafp. 




A Parcel of Drones got nto i Hive amaog th« 
■•^ Bees, and difputed the Iiilewith them, Iwear- 
ing that the Honey and tl e Combs were their 
Goods, The Bees were obi ged to go to Law with 
them, and the Wafp happ ned to be Judge of the 
Caufe; one who was well acqua n ted with the Na 
ture of each and therefore the better qualiBed to 
decide the Controverfy between them Accord 
ingly. Gentlemen, fays he (fpeakmg to both Plain- 
tiff and Defendant) the ufual Method of Proceed- 
ing in thefe CourU is pretty chaigeable, and flow 
Withal i Iherefore, as you are both my Friends, and 
I wUh 
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I wifli you well, I Sefire yon would refer the Mat- 
ter to me, and I will decide betwixt you indantlyr 
They were both pleafed with the Oner, and re- 
turned him Thanks. Why, then, fays he, that it 
may appear who are the juft Proprietors of thefe Ho- 
neycombs (for being both fo nearly alike, as you are, 
in Colour, I muft needs own the Point is fomewhat 
dubious) do you, addreffing himfelf to the Bees, take 
one Hive; you, Ipeaking to the Drones, another 5 and 

fo to making Honl»y as faft as you can, that we may 
now by the Tafte and Colour of it, who has the beft 
Title to this in Difpute, The Bees readily aceepted 
the Propofal, but the Drones would no£ (land to it. 
And fo Judge Wafp, without any farther Ceremony, 
declared in Favour of the former. 

77ie APPLICATION. 

Nothing is fo fure a Sign of a Man's being, or at leaft 
thinking Iiimfelf in the Wrong, as his refitfing to come to 
a Reference. And, how happy would it be for tlie Pub- 
lic, if our Judges now-a-days were empowered to difpatch 
Caufes in that cafy expedite Way which the Wafp in the 
Fable made Ufc of. But, as it is, the . impudent, idle, 
good-for-nothing Drones of the Nation, many Times 
poifefs thofe Favours ojid Benefits, which ihould be the 
Rewards of Men of Parts and.Induflry. 

Princes may eafily be impofed upon, if they will take 
fevery little ^Fellow's Word for the Meafure of his own 
Merit. And it is indeed fcarce poflihle that the Encou- 
ragements of a Court Ihould always be difpeufed to the 
moft deferving Men ; hut^ fuch are too modeil to offer 
themfelves. But it highly concerns any Government, ia 
the Difpenfation^of its Favours, to dillinguiih thofe who 
behaved well ; and not to let Places of Profit and Advan- 
tage h^-run away iR^ith by i>Fone8, who never exerted Uki 
leajSBegfee of Mexit. 
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FAB. CLXVr. The Fox in the Well. 




EOX, having fallen mio a Well, made a 
- Shift, by ftirting his Claws into the Sides, to 
keep his Head above Water. Soon after, a Wolf 
came and peeped over the Brink ; lo whom the Fox 
applied' hicnfctf very earneftly for Affiftance ; en- 
treating that he would help him to a Rope, or fome- 
thing of that kind, which might favour hia Efcape. 
The Wolf, m»vcd with Compaflion at his Misfor- 
tune, cauld noi forbear exprefling his Concern j 
Ah! poor Fei/nard, favahc, I amforry for you with 
ail my Heart j how could you pofltbly come into- 
this melancholy Condition ? Nay, pr'ythee, Friend, 
replies the Fox, if you wifli me well, do not ftand 
pitying of me, but lend me feme Succour as faft as 
you can : For Pity is but cold Comfort when one is- 
up to the Chin in Water, andwiihina Hair's Breadttt 
of Starving or Drowning. 

j^ TAe APPLICATION. 

'•jiPity, indeed, is of iifdf bill ^oot C;owAo,\\ ^ -"(KJi 
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tiiU, is rather impertinently t rouble rome, than any way 
^rceablc. To ftand bemoaning tlie Misfortunes ef our 
l-'ricnds, without ull'ering fome expedient to alleviate thein, 
is only echoing to their Grief, and putting them in Mind 
that they are miferablc. He is truly my Triend, who with 
a ready Prefence of Mind fupports me; not he who con- 
doles with me upon my ill Succefs, and fays he is forry liir 
my Lofs. In lliort, a ra\ouror Obligation is doubled by 
being wi^ll-tirai'd ; and he is the bell Benefatlor, who knows 
our Nfceaiiics, and complies with our Wiilics, even k- 
fure wc uHc biiu. 



FAB. CLXVir. The Fox ami the WolL 




'T'HE Wolfbavmg laid In Sloreof Provi6on, tepe 
* ciofe at Home, and made much oF bimlelE 
The Fiw (ibfcrved this, and thinking it fomething 
particular, went to vifit him, the better to inform 
himfcif of the Truth of the Matter. The Wolf cx- 
eiifed himfilf from feeing him, by pretending he 
was very mnch indifpofed. All this did hut con6nn 
the Fox in his Sufpicions : So away he goes to a 
Shep^erdj siul maile Diicovcry of the Wol^ telling 
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him, he had nothing elfe to do but to come with a 
good Weapon, and Knock him on the Head as he 
Jay in his Cave. The Shepherd followed his Direc- 
tions, and killed the Wolf. The wicked Fox en- 
joyed the Cave and Provifions tohimfelf, but enjoyed 
them not long, for the fame Shepherd pafling after- 
wards by the fame Hole, and feeing the Fox there^ 
difpatched hmi alfo. 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable feems to be direded againil the odious Tradt 
of Informing. Not that giving Information againlf Cri^ 
ininals and Enemies of the Public, is in itf«lf odious, for 
it is commendable ; but the Circumflances and Manner of 
doing it, oftentimes make it a vile and deteflable Employ- 
ment. He that accufes another, merely for the Sake oi 
the promifed Reward, or in Hopes of getting his forfeited 
Ellate, or'with any other fuch mercenary View, nay, even 
to fave his own Life, whatever he gets by the Bargain, is 
fure to lofc his Reputation. For, indeed, the moil inno« 
cent Company is not fafe with fuch a one in it, nor the, 
Neighbourhood fecure in which he lives. A Villain of 
his Stamp, whofe only End is getting, will as foon betray 
the Innocent as the Guilty : Let him but know where 
there is a fufpedled Perfon, and propofe the Reward, and 
he will fcarce fail to work the Sufpicion up to High- 
Treafon, or be at a Lofs to give fuflficient Proofs of it. 
We have no fmall Comfort concerning this Sort of People, 
svhep we confider how improbable it is that they (hould 
thrive or profper long in their ill-gotten PoflbflTions.^ For 
he that can betray another, for the fake of a little* Pelf, 
muil be a Man of fuch bad Principles, that it cannot be 
for the Interefl of any Community to fuffer him to live 
long in it. Befides, he himfelf will not be contented 
with one fingle Villany ; and there is no Fear but he will 
provoke Juftice to hurl down upon his Head, at leafl, as 

freat a Calamity, as he, by his niMiicious Information, 
as brought upon another. 
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FAB CI W III r/e Frog a idtUMou^e 




"^HLRE, \ as once a great Emulation betv een tl t 
■ Frog and the Mouie, which (lioiild be Mafter of 
the Fen, and Wars enfiied upon il. But the crafty 
MtKife Inrkuig under l-tie Grafs in Ambnfcatlc, maJe 
fiidtlen Satlifs, and often furprifed l^e Enemy at a 
Dtfadvantagc. The Frog excelling m Strength, aod 
being more able to leap abroad and take the Field, 
cliailenged thi Moufe to fingle Gombat. The Moufe 
accepts ihe Challenge^ and each of them entered the 
Lills, armed with the Point of a Eulrufli, inacad of 
a Spear. A Kite faihng in the Air, beheld them afar 
ofT; and white they were eagerly bent upon each 
other, and preffing on to the Duel, this fatal Enemy 
defcended foufe upon them, ami with her crooked 
Talons, carried off both the Ghampions. 

The APPLICATION. 
NoUiing fo much espofes a Xfaa's weai Side, and 
lays him fo open to tui Knemy, as I'aflion and Alalice. 
He whofe Attcution-is vfholly fixed upon fortiiino a Pro- 
jcft of Revenge, is ignorant of the Mifchiefs tliat maj- 
te iuucliiog agaiitft blia fcooi fomc ether Quarter, ana. 
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iipon tlie Attack, is unprovided with the Means of dc- 
fendiogor fucuriiig himfclt'. How Rre.tlx.' Members of 
a Com iDOii wealth fiiinctinics ilivided among thcmfelves, 
and inrpired with Rimcour and Bldicc to the laft Degree ; 
and often u)>(iii as great a Tiitlc, as that uhicl. was the 
Subjeft Matter of Debate between the Frogaud the Moufej 
jiot for any real Advantage, but merely, who ftiould get the 
better in the Difpute? Butfuch Animofilies, asinlignidcant 
and trifliDga!>thcy may bcHmoti§themlclvcs, arcyetofthe 
lull Importance to their Enemies, by givingthetn many fair 
Op])0rt unities of falling u^utbem, and reducing them to 
Miiery and Slavery, O Iiri/t»tt, when will ye be wife ! 
When will ye throw away the ridiculous Diliinclions of 
Party, thofe F.ndsof Bulruihes, and by a prudent Union 
lecure yourfelves in a Slate cf Peace and Profperity ! A 
State, of which, if it were not for your intolerably fooiidi 
and unnecetTary Divifiona at Home, all the Powers upoa 
Earth could never deprive you. 



FAB. CLXIX. Tfie Man and the Weafel. 




A Man had caught a Weafel, and was jufl going 
tb kill it. The poor Creature, to efcape Death, 
died out in a pitiful Matuicfj O prav, do not kill 

ttA> 
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mc, for I am ufeful to you, and keep your Houfe 
clear from Mice. Why truly, fays the Man, if I 
thought you did it purely out of Love to me, I fhould 
not only be inclined to pardon you, but think myfelf 
mightily obliged to you. But whereas you not only 
kill them, but yourfelf do the fame Mifchief they 
would do, in eating and gnawing my Viftuals, I 
defire you would place your infignificant Services to 
fome other Account, and not to mine. Having faid 
this, he took the wicked VcFmin, and ftrajigled it 
immediately. 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable is pointed at thofe who are apt to impute 
Ai^ions, which are done with a private View of their own, 
to their Zeal for the Public. This is the Cafe of many a 
poor Grub'jireet Writer, who perhaps is for no Party but 
himfclf, and of no Principle but what is fubfervicnt to 
his own Interell, yet has the Impudence to cry hinifelf up 
for a formal Confeflbr of the Caufe that happens to flourifli, 
a thorough honell Man, who durfl (hew himfclf in the worll 
of Times. And with this politic View, there are a hundred 
thoufand Men in the Nation, well attached to which Party 
you plcafe; who are ferving the Intereft of that Side only, 
in tlieir feveral Capacities. By thiis Way of working, they 
have a double Advantage ; fii'ft, as they procure to thera- 
felves a good Number of conflant Cullomers of the fame 
Faction : and, fccondly, as they are entitled to fome remote 
Sliare in the Government whenever their Fadion fucceeds. 
But fuch a.P^e^p.nce to Favour is, in Truth, little hettcr 
than that of the Weafel. Both may chance to have done 
the Services they boafl of; but as they were principally in- 
tended for the Promotion of their own private Affairs, what- 
ever they might occafionally produce, cannot be a fufficient 
Ground for them to raife any Merit upon. A Highway- 
man may as well plead in his own Behalf, that he never 
robbed any but thofe who were Enemies to the Government, 
and Men of unfound Principles. But how ebfurd would 
fuch a Pretence be ! 
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FAB. CLXX. 

JE(op and the Impertinent Fellow. 




S^SOP's Mafier came Home, one Day, fome- 
*^-^ what earlier than ufual ; and, there happening 
to be no other Slave in ihe Houfe but JKj'op, he was 
ordered to get Supper ready as Bift as he could. So 
away he runs to light a Candle, in order to kindle 
his Fire; and the Weather beinff warm, and it 
wanting a preity deal of Night, he went up and 
down to fcvcral Houfes, before he could fpeed. At 
lall, however, he found what he wanted ; and, being 
in Hade, (le made no Scruple of returaing diredly 
over the Market- Place, which was bis nearefl Way 
Home. But, as he went along, an impeninent Fel- 
low among the Crowd caught him by the Sleeve, 
and would fain have been arch upon htm, O rare 
jKJ'op ! fays he ; what Occafion ror a Candle, old 
Boy i what] are you going to light the Sun to Bed i 
l£X me alone, fays ^fop, I am looking for a Man. 
And having faid this, away he fcuttled Home as fall 
as he coulcT. 

.The 
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The APPLICATION. 

It is not every one who calls himl'cll' a Man, or bcxrs 
ihc Appearance of one, that truly deferves the Name. If 
^lan be a rcafoaabLe Creature, and none ought to be 
allowed for fuch, but thofe who fully come up to that 
Definition, itis certain one would have Occalion fur more 
Light than that of the Siin, to find them out by. And 
it is plain that our old Philofopher did not take the imper- 
tinent Fellow in the Fable for one ; Nor, indeed, fliould 
fuch be looked upon as reafonable Crcatui'es, \*ho, willt 
empty Nonfenfe, which they call Wir, unfeafunably in- 
terrupt Men of Thought and Bunncfs. When one is dii- 
pofcd to be merry, one may bear writh any Shallow, flaihy 
Buffoonery ; as Mufic that is not the moR elegant, will 
keep up the Spirits wrfit-n once they are raifcd : But wbea 
the Mind happens to be in a ferious Caft, and is wholly 
intent upon any Matter of Importance, uotfaing is fo 
offcnfive as a Fool or a Fiddle. 

FAB. CLXXI. TJie Heart and ik; Vine. 




A HART being purfue<J hard by tbc Hunters, bid 
•** himfelfuiiderlhc broad .Leaves of a fliady fpreid- 
iuff Vine. Whea llie tlftU\RT» -wtxt ^«st Vs^^ and 



JESOF% FABLES. 289 

Tiad given him over for loft, be, thinking himfelf 
very Teciire, began to crop and eat the Leaves of the 
Vine., By this Means the Branches, being put into 
a ruftling Motion, drew the Eyes of the Hunters that 
Way; vi^ho, feeing the Vine ftir, and fancying fome 
tv'ila Beaft had taken Covert there, dipt their Arrows 
at a Venture, and kille;d the Hskrt, who, before he 
expired, uttered his dying Words to thiia Purpofe: 
Ah ! I fufFer juftly for my Ingratitude ; who could 
not forbear doing an Injuiy to the Vinis that fo kindl/ 
toncealed me in Time of. Danger, 

' ■ ". . . • 

7Xe APPLICATION. 

Ingratitude Uils always been cflccmed th6. biggcft of 
trimcs, and wh^t, as it were, comprehends all other 
Vices within it. Nor- can we fay, that this Eftimatioii 
Is railily or unadvifcdly made; for he that is capable of 
injuring his Bcncfadors, what will he fcru^lo towards 
another? If his Confcicnce cannot ba felt with the 
Weight ©f an Obligation added to it, much Icfs will it 
have any Influence where there is none. So that, upon 
the whole, wc may conclude, that the Man who has 
fcocn once guilty of Ingratitude, will not ftick at any 
other Crime of an inferior Nature. Since there arc no 
liuman l!aws to punifh this infamous prevailing Mifchief, 
it would be a great Piece of human Pru<lcnce to mark 
and obfervc this Kind of Criminals, in order to avoid ull 
Manner of Communication with them. And if tJiif 
.were (Iridly put in Execution, it could bo looked upon M^ 
S4> other than a jull aud proper Puaiihmantt 
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FAB. CLXXII Tlie Drunken Hufband. 




A Certain Woman had a Drunken Hu{band, whom 
^^ when flic had Endeavoured to reclaim feveral 
"Ways, to no Purpofc, flie tried this {Stratagem. 
When he was brought Home one Night, dead drunk, 
as it feems he frequently ufed to be, (he orderi'd 
him to be carried to a Burial-place, and there laid 
in a a Vault, as if he had been dead indeed. Thus 
Iht: left him, an3 went away, till Aie thought he 
might be come to Jjlmfdf, and grown fober again. 
When (he retamed "SCnd knocked at the Door of the 
Vault, the Man cried out, Who's-theref I am the 
Perfon, favs (he, in a difmal Tone, that waits upon 
the dead Fiilks, and I am come to bring you fome 
ViSuals, Ah! good Waiter, fays he, let the Vic- 
tuals alone, and bring me a little Drink, I befeech 
thee. The Woman nearing this, fell a tearing her 
Hair, and beating her Breaft in a woeful Manner: 
Unhappy Wretch that I am, fays (he; this waathe 
«uly Way thai I could think of to reform the beaftly 
- ' - Sot: 
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cially when they endeavour, by. fruitlefe-CuliivatJons^ . 
to ruife Graces from tbe Miud or. Qody, .ef which nei- 
ther is capable. When any one went to meddle wirU 
Arts and Sciences, fur which his-Ucnius was nut well 
and pro])erly adapted, the Grech had & I'l-ovcrb to luro 
it into llidii-nlc, by riijin;;,,bc was no more fit for the 
Bufiiicfs, thsn an Jfs to f^/ajf vpoatke- Harp. In fliortj- 
wlien I'eople learn to daucc. without Shape mid Mi<,'n, to 
Cng, or plrty on Mufic; without a Voice or un L»r, 
I'ainlinj; or Poelry without b Gcniua, it is atteniptiHg 
to wudi the UUckninosr wliitc. They can never attain 
llioir Knd, but at the feme Time expofe thcmfclves to 
the jocofe Humours of thofe that behold them. Inllcad 
\ti a Grace they actjuirc a Deformity; as foino Boys at 
School, whom the fllaftor, by endeavouring to whip into 
a Memory luul bright Parts, cunfiriiu fiupid and ihviii- 
ciblo litockhead» for ever. 

FAB CLXXIV Vie Travellers 




"pHO Mm tn\(,llng upon t*ie Road, one Of 
-*■ them faw an Axe h mg upnn tlie Grouiul, where 
amcbody had bu;n hewing Timliu-: So tukin^ it 
ip, fajs he, I have foimd an A^t. "D^i ■ftO^'^aM 1-» 
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fays the other, hut We hzyt found; for, fls we are 
Companions, .we ought to ihare it betwixt us : But 
the firft would not confent. However^ they had not 
gone far, before the Owner of the Axe, hearing what 
was become of it, purfued them with a Warrant; 
which, when the Fellow that had it perceived, Alas! 
iays he to his Companion, We are undone. Nay, 
lays the other, do not fay Wty but/ am undone; for, 
as you would not let me fhare the Prize, neither will 
I mare the Danger with you. 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable hints to us the Convcniency, if not t!\| 
HecelTity, of making our Friendfhips firm and lafliog* 
And to this Purpufc, riOtbini; ib- fo requifite as a ilri^ 
Obfervance of the Rules of Honour and Generofity; 
for the very Life and Soul of Friend fliip fublifls upon 
mutual Benevolence, upon conferring and receiving Ob- 
ligations on either Hand. A ftingy refcrved Behaviour 
ftarves it; it ought to be open, free, and communicative, 
\iithout the leaft Tin61ure of Sufpicion or Diftruft. For 
Jealoufy, in Friend ihip, ib a certain Indication of a falfc 
Heart, though in Love it may be the diflinguifhing Mark 
of a true one. Nor is there any Thing merely chimerical 
or romantic in this Notion; for, if we examine, we (hall 
lind, that Reafon will coutirm the Truth, and Experi* 
cnce evince the Utility of it. He that hopes for AiDil* 
ance, or Accommodation in any Exigency or Time of 
Misfortune, muft ^ay in a Provifion for it, by watching 
the Necefiities gf his Acquaintance, and relieving the 
mod defcrving of them in their Straits, by a ready and a 
willing Contribntion. By this Means, Gratitude, which 
IS never wanting to an honed Mind» wHl fecure us a rea- 
sonable Fund in Reverfion ; and all the Favours we be- 
jftow will, like the Tide of a RiveTj in due SeaCon flow 
•feack ajjain upon us. 
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FAB. CLXXV. TTie Fiflierman. 




A Certain Fiflierman hiving laid hs Nels in Iht 
^* Ruer, and encompafled tne whole Stream from. 
)ne Side to the other, took a long Pole, and fell a beat- 
ng the Water, to make ttjCiFifh ftrike into his Nets, 
!)ne of the Neighbours that lived thereabout, feeing 
lim do To, wondered what he meant; and goin^iip 
o htm, Friend, fays he, what are you doing; here? 
?Q you think it is to be fiifTered, that you (hall Hand 
plafliing and dafliing the Water, and make it fo muddy 
hat It is not fit for Ufe? Who do you think can live 
■t this Rate? — He v^as going on in a great Fury, 
vhen the other interrupted him, Mid replied, I do not 
nuch trouble inyfetfhow you are tolive with my doing 
his^ but I aflTure you, that I cannot live without it. 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable is levelled at thofc vho, as the Proverb fayi, 
)vc to^h in troubled IVateri. There are fomc ^^e^ of fuch 
xecrable Principles, that Ihcy do not.care what Mifchief 
r v»hat Confurion they occaJion in the World, provided 
ley may but gratify fnme little felfifh Appetite. A Thief 
ill fct B whole Street on Fire, to get an Opportuuity of 
O 4 robbing 



SSi. 



JESOFa FABLES. 



Txbbing one Iluufc; an ill-nalured rctfon will kindle tlit 
>'lninc of Difcord among Friends aiid Neighbours purely 
lo fatisfy Lis OTvn malicious TcRjpcr. And among tbt 
(ircat oocf, there nro thofc, who, to fucceed in tlicir am- 
iitious Defigns, ivill make no Struple of involving their 
Couutry in i^iviGons and Animoruii » at Home, and fomt- 
iimes in War and Bloodrtied Abroad; I'ruvided tliey do 
but maintain them felves in Poiver,lhey care not wliat 
Kavock and Defolation they bring upon the reft of Man- 
kind. ^'i'li«>' feu. all around thcip confounded with fraftion 
and Party llagc, without the leal'i Rcmurlc or Conpuflion, 
The ^\^dow's 'I'cavs, the Orphan's Cries, and the Sighs 
of Dcfpair itfcll cannot aSei\ them. Like the FiOicrman 
in Ibo l-'ablc, they boldly purfuc tlitar Sporf, and only re- 
ply, It mail be fo, bccaufc we cannot live, ai we would 
do, without it, AVhat brutilh unfociablo Sentiments are 
thefc; fuch as a mere State of Nature would fcarce fng- 
gefl 1 1 hufc that have any Traces of Equity in their Breall, 
ur any Regard fur the lligbts of Mankind, Ihould enter 
their t'rotuA agaiufi fuch Notions as thefe, and oppofe ihA 
Pia^lice ot them, with all their Might md Strength. 

TAB. CI.XX\'I. Mercury. fl;jf////£' Carver. 




M 



yaCl'JlV having a Muid lo know Imw much 
he waa clleemcd antong Men, tran^runued liim- 
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felf into the Shape of one of them ; and, going into a 
Carver's Shop, where little Imager were to be Told, 
he faw Jupiter^ JunOy himfclf, and moft of the other 
Gods and Goddefles. S9, pretending that he wanted 
to buy, fays he to the Carver, What do you aik for 
this ? and pointed to the Figure of Jupiter. A Groat, 
fays the other. And what for that? tneatjing Jr/;w. 
I mud have fomething more for that, fays he, Wcll^ 
and what's the Price of this? fays J/e'rcM/Jf,,^ nodding 
his Head at hinifelf. Why, fay» the Man, ir rou arc 
in earneft, and will buy the otuer two, I wiH thfow 
you that into the Bargain, 

The APPLICATION. 

Nothing makes a Man fo cheap and little in the Pycs 
of difcerning People, as his enquirinig after his own 
Worth, and wanting to know what Value others fct upon 
him. He that often bufies himfclf in ftatin^ the Account 
of liis own Merit, will probahly employ his Thoughts 
upon a very barren Suhjed ; thoic who are full of theni- 
feivcs, being generally the ejnpticft Fellows. Some are 
fo vain as to hunt for Praife, and lay Traps for Commen- 
' dation; which when tho.y do, it is Pity but they fhould 
meet with the fame Difappointment as Mercury in the 
Fable. He that behaves himl'elf as he fhould do, need not 
fear procuring a good Share of Refpedt, or railhig a fair 
tlcjurifhing Reputation. Thcfc arc the infeparabte At- 
tendants of thofe that do well, and in Courfe foUow the 
^lan that acquits himf<ilf handfomely. But theft they 
ftjould never be the EricTor Motive of bur Purfuits: Our 
principal Aim Ihould be the Welfare and Ilappinefs of 
our Country, our Friends, and ourfclves; and that fhould 
be diredcd by the Rules of Honour and Virtue. As long 
as we do this, we need not be concerned what the World 
thinks of us : For a Cqf iofity of that Kind does but pre- ■< 
vent what it niofl defires to obtain. Fame, in this Rf»- 
fped, is like a whimfical Millrefs : flie Hies from thofc 
vrho purAie her moil, and follows fuch as ihcw the leaii 
Rcjgard to her. " 

O $ FAB. 
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FAB.CLXXVII. 7%ff Thieves anrfMeCoct. 




COME Thi»'e3, entering a Houfe with a Dedgn to 
■^ rob it, when they were got in, found nothing 
worth taking, but a Cock ; (o they took and carriefl 
him off. £ut as they were about to kilt him, he 
begged hard for his Life, putting them in Mind, how 
ufaful he was lo Mankind, by crowing and calling 
them up bflimes to their Work. You Villain, re- 
plied they, it is for that very Reafon we will wring 
your Neck off; for yon aUnn and keep People waking, 
jt> that we cannot rob at quiet for you. 

The APPLICATION. 

TTie fame Thing whicli recoranipnds us to the EAeem 

of gaot\ People, will mako thofe that are bad have but 

fin ill Opinion of us. It is iu vain for innocent Mea, 

unHcr OppreiTion, lo complain to thoCe who are the Oc- 

cafion of it; all they can urge, wilt but make againfl 

(hem; and even their very Inaocence, though they fhouU 

fay nothing, would render them fufliciently fufpe^ed. 

The Ailvins therefore, that ihU Fable bring^t along with 

it, ia to int'< rm w, that there is do trailing, our any 

Hopes oC living «vll with wicked anjuft Men. When 

' Vice fiourilbes and is inltoKer, were it poQible for a good 

-* Man 
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Jan to live quietly in the Neighbourhood ©f it, and pre- 
erve his Integrity, it might be romelimcs convenient for 
lim to do fo, rather than quarrel with, and provoke it 
.gainfthim. But as it is certain that Rogues are irre- 
■oncileable Enemies to Men of Worth, if the latter would- 
>e fecure, they muft take a Method to free themfelvet 
irom the Power and Society of the tbrmer, 

FAB. "CLXXVIII. The Fox and the Afs. . 




L N Afs, finding a Lion's Skin, d'lfgtiired himfelF 
^ with it, and ranged about the Fereil, putting all 
the Beafls that Taw htm into a bodily Fear. After he 
had diverted himfelf thus for fomeTime, he met a. 
Fox; and being defirous to fright him too, as wcM as 
the reft, he leapt at him with Come Fiercenefs, and en- 
deavoured to imitate the Roaring of tte Lion. Your 
humble Servant, fays the Fox ; if vou had held your 
Tongue, I might have taken you for a Lion, as others 
did; but now you bray, I kniiw who you are. 

The APPLICATION. 

This is fo trite and common a SubjeA, that there is 

fcarce any one who is ignorant of it. A Man is kno«n- 

by his Words, as a Tree is by the Frui't ; and if w« 

would be Bpptlsed of the NaMre and Qualities of any 

06 * «4 
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one, let Kitu but UilVoui iv, andlicJiimluU'niil fpeak tticm 
to us, better tliau another can defcribc them. We may 
thprtfure perceive from this I'ftiic, how proper.it is lor 
tholi! to hold their Tongues, who would not dilcovcr tlie 
Sballownel's uf tbcir Underltuiidinss. 
Ajfii and QaU, mfcen, tkaifjikes betraii, 
Wien tAcJi attempt to hoot, or tiofm to hriry. Garth. 
The dcrpcft Hivcrj are moft lileut; iha greatutt Noif« 
is over ibund where there is the leoft Depth of Walcr. 
And it is atrueObfcrvution, that thofe who are the weakcft 
in Underftanding and moft flow of Apprclieiifion, are ge- 
nerally the (Irongcft in Opinion, and ixu>k precipitaic ia 
uttering their crude Conceptions. When, with a fccret 
Awe, wc regard i lie grave Drefs and impartant Mien of 
fomc Scnaturian Pcrfon, vyham wc have chanced to meet 
in a Coffec-IIoufe, what a Speaker do wc often think Ge 
inuft be, before we hear him (peak ! His Air breathes the 
Serioufnefs oif a Privy Ceunfelior, and histreft Afpcft the 
Dignity of on eminent Patriot : But he utters himfelf, and 
undeceives us; be brays, and tells the whole Company what 

FAB CLXXIX T/ie Hen md Ihe Swallow. 




A ilEN fndng f mc Serpents I^gs la a Dung- 
^1 uiUf lai upou. uiemj Ntua. a. u^^ v^ naK9 



them. A Swallow .perceiving it, flew towards her, 
and with fome Warmth and raffion : Are you mad, 
fays ibe, to fit hovering over a Brood of fuch penu-* 
cious Creatures, as you do ? Be aflTured, the Moment 
you bring them to Light, you are the firft they will 
attack, and wreak their venomous Spite upon. 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable is only to put us in ISIind, once more, of 
what we have already, moj:e than once, mot with in the 
Courfe of thefe Fables, That we ihouid never have any 
Thins to do with ill Men; no, not even to do them Kind- 
nefles. Men of ill Principles are a Generation of Vipers, 
yiat ought to be cru(hed under our Feet, and deftroycd 
the firft Opportunity, livery Rogue (hould be looked upon 
by honcft Men as a poifonous Ser|K?nt: It is not fuf- 
ficient that they avoid and keep clear of him ; but, if they 
have any Value for their own Safety, they (hould profecutc 
and maul him, and render him incapable of ever doing 
Milchief. The Man who is occafipnaUy, or by Accident, 
one's Enemy, may be mollified by Kindnefs, and reclaimed 
by good Ufago: Such a Behaviour, Reafon and Morality 
both exped from us. Ikit we fliould ever refolve, if not 
to fupprefs, at lealbto have no Dealings with tbofe, whofe 
Blood is tinctured with hereditary, habitual Villainy, and 
Ihcir Nature leavened with Evil, to fuch a Degree, as to b* 
iacagablo of a Keforiaatioa, 
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' FAB.CLXXX. 77ir Dog iHVi7f(£/o Supper. 




A G n I man ha ng n ed an x rao d nary 
*^ F nd f up w h h m o d d a ha df me 
Enter nm b p p ed H Dog, obf og 

this, thought with himfelf, that now would be a 
good Opportunity for him to invite another Dog, 
a Friend of his, to partake of the good Cheer. Ac-' 
cordingly, hedidfo; and the Urange Dog was con- 
duftea into the Kitchen, where he faw mightjf Pre- 
parations going forward. Thought be to himfelf. 
This is rare ! I (hall fill my Belly charmingly by 
and by, with fome of thefe Dainties 1 I'll eat enougn 
to la(l me a Week: Oh, how nicely and delici- 
^otiflyihall I feed! While he flood ana thought thus 
' with himfelf, his Tail wa^ed, and his Chops wa- 
tered exceedingly; and tnis drew the Obfervation 
of the Cook towards him; who, feeing a ftranee 
Cur, with his Eyes intent upon the Vitals, Hole 
foftlr behind him, and, taking bim up by the two 
hiou Legs, tt^rew bim out ot a Window into the 
Street. 
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Street. The hard Stones gave him a very fevere Reu 
ception^ and he was almoft dunned with the Fall; but 
recovering himfelf^ he ran yelping and crying half the 
Length of a Street ; the' Noife of which brought 
feveral other Dogs about him; who, knowing of the 
Invitation, began to enquire how he had fared? O, 
fays h^ admirably well ; I never was better entertain- 
ed in my Life: But, in Troth, we drank a little too 
hard; for my Part, I was fo overtaken, that I fcarce 
know which Way I got out of the Houfe. 

The APPLICATION. 

There is no depending upon a fecond-hand Interefl ; 
unlefs M'e know ourfelves to be' well with the Principal 
and arc alTured of his Favour and Protection, we itand 
but upon a flippcry Foundation. They are Strangers to 
the World, who are fo vain as to think they can be well 
with any one by Proxy; they may, by this Means, be 
cajoled, bubbled, and impofcd upon, but are under great 
Uncertainty as to gaining their Point, and may probably 
be treated with Scprn and Derifion in the End. Yet there 
are not wanting, among the feveral Species of Fops, filly 
People of this Sort, who pride themfelves in an imaginary 
Ilappinefs, fronHbeing in the good Graces of a Great Man's 
Friend's Friend, Alas! the Great Men themfelves are 
but too ap^ to deceive and fail in making good their Pro- 
mifes; how then can we exped any Good from thofewho 
do but promife and vow in their Names ! To place a Con- 
fidence in fuch Sparks, is indeed fo falfe a Reliance, thai 
we fbould be afhamed to be detected in it; and, like the 
xX3ur in the Fable, rather own we had been well treated^ 
than let the World fee how juftly we had been puniflied 
ior our ridiculous Credulity. 
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'PAB. CLXXX r. Jupiter and the Hertlfmari. 




A HcrdTman ntilling a young lltucr tlial bL^ioi _ 
■^^ lo his Herd, went up anil down liic Foreft to 
feck it. And having walked a great deal of Grouml 
to III) Pnrpofe, he fell a praying tn Jiipilcr (or Relief; 
proniiliii^to favificc a Kid to him, if he would help 
him to a Difcovery of the Thitf. After this, he went 
o.i a little farther, and came near a Groveof Oaks, where 
he t()und the Carcafe iif his Hfifer, and a Lion grum- 
bling over it, and feeding upon it. This Si^ht almoft 
feared him out nf his Wita ; fo down he fell upon his 
Knees once more, and addreding himfelf to -/.-t/iifrr ; 
O Jupiter I favs he, I promifed thee a Kid to (heiv me 
the Thief, but'now I promife thee a Bull, if thou will 
be lb merciful as to deliver me out of his Clutches. 

T/ie APPLICATION. 

ilow ignorant and ihipid are fume People, who form 
their Notions of ti^e Supreme liciiig Irom their own foor 
flialluw Conceptions; and then, like frowurd Ciiildreo 
with their Niirfes, think it confifteni with infinite Wif- 
tiom, anil unerring; Juliice, to comply with all their 
nhiiufical PetiUons. ^l iUa^s^iX. \is« vis iuiily as tbey 
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in, and juft Providence will give them whal theyouglfl l»A 
ivc. Of all tlie iiivuluntarv Sins, wliich M tin cu rami {, .^v. 
arcc any arc more frequent, thuu tlieC uf their praying 
jfurdly and improperly, as well as unfeafonably, when 
ii;ir Time miglil liqvc been employed fo much better.. 
he many private Colle^ions fold up and down the Na- 
on, do not a little contribute to this injudicious Pradice: 
I'hicti is the more to be condcniii^d, in that nc have fo 
icomparabic a public Liturgy; one fmgle Addrefs whereol' 
except the Lord's Piaycr). may he pronounced to be ilia 
ell that ever was compiled ; and alone preferable to all 
le various Manuals of Occafiuiiul Devotion, whicii arc 
ended by Hawkers and Pedlars about our Streets. It ii 
s follows: ., 

Abiiigkty Cod, the Fovntaiif'f all ll'i/ilom, uko Jcaowrfi our 
Teceffities before we ajk, wid our Jgiiorance majking; -at 
'fetch tkee to /ia'ceCompaJ)ion vpoamtrlnJirmUiet; andtkqfe 
iings Kkkhfor our Unwjrihiiiiji vx dart Ikt, and for our 
t/iadncfi Ke cannot q/h, vouclifafe to gitp m,for tie Wortkir 
efi (ff tkg Soa Jefus Chriil our Lord. ' 

FAB. CT.XXXir. ne Vl-Mntr Codes. 




~"\\0 Coiks Here fij,htiii^ for the tsDvereignly 

• of iIk Dunghill And one of iheni havmjr g it 

tUft 
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the better of the other^ he that was vanquiflied crept 
into a Hole, and hid himfelf for fomeTime ; but the 
Victor flew up to an eminent Place, clapt his Wings, 
and crowed out FiSoyy, An Eagle who was watch- 
ing for his Prey near the Place, faw him, and making 
a Stoop, trufled him in his Talons, and carried him 
off. The Cock that had been beaten, perceiving this, 
foon quitted his Hole, and (baking of all Remembrance 
of his late Difgrace, gallanted the Hens with all thfi 
Intrepidity imaginable. 

The APPLICATION. 

. This Fable fliews the Impropriety and Inconvenience of 
runiUHg into* Extremes. Much of our Happinefs depends 
upon keeping an even Balance in our Words and Actions; 
in not fu tiering the Scale of our Reafon to mount us too 
high in Time of Profperity, nor to fink us too low with 
the Weight of ad\erfe Fortune. 

It is a Quciliftn, Which (hews People in the moft con- 
temptible Light, exulting immoderately upon a frefli 
Accedion of Good, or being too abje^ly call down at the 
fuddcn Approach of Evil? We are apt to form our 
Notions of the Man from the Stability of bis Temper, in 
this Refpedl, and account him a brave or a wife Man, ac« 
cording to the Proportion of Equanimity, which he exerts 
upon any Change of his Condition. But though our Re- 
putation Avere no Ways concerned in th^ Cafe, and a Man 
were not to be reckoned a Coxcomb Tor being elated, or a 
Coward for being dcjeded with the ViciiHtudes of Life, 
vet the true Regard of our own private SatisfadUon iliould 
incline us to play the Philofopher, and learn to keep our 
Spirits calm and even; becaufe Life would be a Labyrinth of 
Perplexities without it. One faddenTnrn would coroefo 
thick upon the Back of another, tliat we (liould be bewil- 
dered in the quick Succeflion of Joys and Terrors, with* 
out having fo much as a quiet Moment to ourfelves*. 
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T]ie Young Men and the Cook. 
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TWO young Men went into a Cook's Shop, tin- 
der fretence of buying Meat; and while th« 
Cook's Back was turned, one of them fnatched up » 
Piece of Beef, and gave it to his Companion, who 
prefently clapt it under his Cloak. The Cook turn- 
ing about again, and miiUng his Beef, began to charge 
them with it; upon which he that firft took it fwore 
bitterly he had none of it. He that had it fwore as 
heartily that he had taken up none of his Meat. Why, 
look ye, Gentleman, fays the Cook, I fee your Equi- 
vocation ; and though 1 cannot tell which of you tias 
taken my Meat, I am fure between you bothj there is 
a Thief, and a Couple of Rafcals. 

The APPLICATION." 
An honell Man's Word is as good as his Oftth ; and To 
is n Roj;ue's too; forhe tbat wilt cheat and lye, why Ihuuld 
lie fcrupic to forfwcar himfelf ? Is the latter mure crimi- 
nal than either of theformerF An honeft Man uccdi no 
Oath to oblige him; and a Itogiie only deceives you the 
more certainly by it; bccaufeyou think you have tied hira 
'0f, and be is furo you bavo oot. InTrutli, it is not cafjr 
.r with 
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vith llie T.yc of Rimfon, (o difccni tliat there is any Good 
in Swearing ut all. We need nut I'criiple tu take an haneit 
Jklan's bare AlTuvcratiun ; and wc Ihnll do wrung if nt 
believe a Itojjue, though he fwcars by the inofi Igtcnin 
Oaths that can be invented. 'Ihere arc, betides, a Surt 
of I'cople wku are Itugues, an^lyot do nut know that tliry 
are rui:h.X uhu, when tliey have laketi an Oa'.ii, niait* 
Scruple of breakin<;it; but ruck their huculion to etadu 
it by fume E<iuivucalioji CT uther; bynhich, if (liey can 
but lutisfy their Ac({iiHintance, and fervc their osviiHchemt!, 
Ihey think all h well, and never once confidcr ihcbkik 
aud heimmn Uuilt which mull uticiid fuch a llehaviuur. 
They fuleiiiiily call the Supreme Iteing to witucfii) in 
what? TuaShutn, atiKvafioii, aLyc, Thus ihefc uiitliiak- 
ing ])revtiricating \^'retches, at the fume 'I'imc that ikq' 
beiiexe there is a Gud, act as if there were none; uT, 
whiU is wurfe, dare aflVunt him in the highcft Ucgri^e. 
'i'hey, whn by fwearing would clear thcmfclvcs of a Crime 
of which they are really guilty, need not be at niuch Pains 
about wording their Oiith; for, exprefn thcmfclves ho* 
they will, they are fure to be forfwurn 



FAB.CLXXXIV. r/^-TacLflawffzrf^/fSheep 




itkdaw lat chatter n poni! Lack SI -ep 
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Dog, you durfl not ferve me fo. That is frue cnougTi^ 
repnes the Jackdaw, I know vi-ry well who I have to 
do with ; I never meddle with the fiirly and revenge- 
(ii\ : but I love to plague fuch poor helfilcfs Creatures 
as you are, that cannot do me any Harm again. 

The APPLICATION. 
Many People in the World arc of the Temper of thi» 
Jackdaw in the Fable, who do Milchicf for Mifchiefs 
Kakci and, at the litine Time, arc never fo well plealcd, 
as when tlu'y d'j k to the Innocent and Undeferving. They 
love thcmfiilvcs too well lo offer an Injury to one of their 
own malicious Principles, for Fear of a Itiilablo llvturn ; 
but difire no better Grounds, at any Time, for being hurt- 
ful, than the Profpea of fceing fo with Imiiunitj. How 
incurilillcnt are fuch Proceedings as thefc with Honour 
and Gencrofity ! How oppolltc to the Charader of a great 
and goed Man ! and bow direftly contrary to the liiilea 
prcfciibcd for the Uehaviour of noble and heroic Spirits. 

FAB. CLXXXV. TAe Plowman and Fortune. 




npHE Plowman, as he was plowing the GwwwA, 
i* found a Treafare, TiaWDOtWi. WvOcv "iw^^Nas. 



ilO £SOF% FABLES. 

immediately began to return Thanks to the GrouncH 
which had been fo liberal and kind to him. Fortund 
obferved what he did, and could not forbear difcover- 
ing her Refentment o^ it. She inftantly appeared to 
him, and, You Fool, fays (he, what a Blockhead are 
you to lye thanking the Ground thus, and take no 
Notice of Me ! You Sot, you 1 if you had loft fuch a 
Treafure, inftead of finding it, I (hould have been tb« 
firft you would have laid the blame upon. 

The APPLICATION. 

If our Affairs fucceed and go well, we oifght to let them 
have the Credit of it, to whofe Intereft it is chiefly owing, 
and whom upon any Mifcarriage, or ill Management, wo 
(hould have found Fault with. That juft Rule of Equity, 
to do as we would he done untOy fhould, as near as we can, 
be obferved in every Adion of our Lives. But Vanity 
and Pcevifhncfs difpofc us too often to break it ; one makes 
us afcribo that to our own good Addrefs, which perhaps is 
owing to fomc Accident ; the other puts us upon charging 
Fortune, or fomebody beiides ourfelves, with that ill Suc^ 
cefs, fur which we may probably be indebted to our own 
Stupidity and Negligence only. What Titles of Honour, 
what Stations of Dignity, what Places of Profit in Church 
and State, are now and then poifeffed by dull ufcleCs 
Wratches I who never once dreamt that they were obliged 
to Fortune alone for their Happinefs In obtaining them. 
Yet, if the Cafe were quite othcnvife, and thefe Creatures 
left low and undiftinguifhed as their own Merit, it is ten 
to one but they would have curfed their Stars, fretted at 
their ill Luck, and flormed at the barbarous l>eat]Benl 
of their capricious Fortune. 
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' 77i€ Ape and her two Young Ones, 
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AN Ape, bavioe two Young Ones, wasdoatingly 
^* fond of one, but difregarded and flighted the 



olher. One Day flie chanced to be fiirprifed by the ^. 
Hunters, and had much ado to get off. However, ftie ■" 
did not forget her favourite Young One, which flie 
took up in her Arms, that it might be the more fecure : 
The other, which fhe neglefted, by natural Inftin£t, 
leapt upon her Back, and fo away tney fcampered to- 
gether. Bui it unluckily fell out, that the Dam, in 
her precipitate Flight, blinded .with Hafte, daflicd 'bet 
Favourite's Head againll a Stone, and killed it. The 
hated one, clinging clofe to her rough Back> efcaped 
, all the Danger of the Purfuit. 

The APPLICATION. 
This Fable is dcfigneU to expofe the Folly of fome 
Parents, who, by indulging and humouring their fa- 
vourite Children, fpuil and ruin them ; while thofe, of 
whom tlicy have been tho leaft fond, have done very 
well. The Child that knows it can command its Pa- 
rents' Atfeflions, will hardly be brouf^tvt to Vaiki-w Vo^ 
to obey. The Fondnefa ol md\tcie«. Vw^M. 'v^ ^V 
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vnuritc Children, is blind as Love itfdf; they lire fu far 
from feeing any Blcmilhes or ImpcrfeAiona in them, tliat 
their very Defurmity is Beauty, and all thoir ugly Tricks 
Gtftccs, Thus, withont ever being checked and corre^ed 
for their Faults, but rather applauded and carclTed for 
theni, when tliey come Abroad upon the Theatre of the 
World, what Rock will tliey not fplituponf While the 
Cliild who is fo happy as to efcapc tbefe very lender Re- 
gards, thefc pernicious Iiul.ulgences, is obliged to be good 
xnd honed inits own Defence, The Parent looks upon it 
with an Eye clear from the Miils of Fondncfs. lie has 
no Regard to its DiHike or Approbation; but for his own 
Credit, puts it into fuch a Way of Education as Rcafon 
didates ; and forces it to be ac:com{>lilhed, as its Cap:iciiy 
will admit, 

FAB. CLXXXVII. 

77(1? Shepherd turned Merchant. 




AShtphcrd that kept his Sheep near the Sea, one 
^* clear Summer s Day drove them c'ofe to the 
Shore, and fat down upon a Piece of a Rock to en- 
joy the cool Breeze that came from the Waier. The 
green element appeared calm and fmooth; and Thetis 
with her Traia of fniiling beautiful Nymphs, feemed 
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to dance upon the floating Surface of the Deep. The 
Shepherd's Heart thrilled with fecret Pleafure, and he 
began to wi(h for the Life of a Merchant. O how 
happy, fays he, (hould I be, to plow this liquid Plain, 
in a pretty tight Veflel of my own ! and to vifit the 
remote Parts of the World, inflead of fitting idly here, ' 
to look upon a Parcel of fenfelefs Sheep, while tney are 
grazing! Then what ample Returns mould I make in 
the Way of Traffick, and what a fliort ^d certain 
Path would this be to Riches and Honour ! In fhort, 
this Thought was improved into a Refolution; away 
he polled with all Expedition, fold his Flock, and all 
that he had; then he bought a Bark, and fitted it out 
for a Voyage; he loaded it with a Cargo of Datea^ 
and fet fail for a Mart that was held upon the Coaftof 
iljia^ five hundred Leagues off. He had not long been 
at Sea, before the Wind began to blow tempeduouily, 
and the Waves to rage and fvvell| the Violence of 
the Weather increafed upon him, his Ship was in 
D^anger of finking, and he w^as obliged to lighten her, 
by throwine all his Dates overl)oard : After this, his 
Veflel was driven upon a Rock near the Shore, and 
fplit to Pieces; he himfcif hardly efcaping with Life. 
I^or,'and deftituteof Subfiftcnce, he applied himfelf to 
the Man who had bought his Flock, and was admitted 
to tend it as a Hireling. He fat in the fame Place as 
before, and the Ocean again looked calm and fmooth- 
Ah! fays he, deceitful, tempting Element, in vain you 
try to engage me a fccond Time; my Misfortunes 
have left me too poor to be again deluded the fame 
Way; and Experience has made me fo wife as. to 
refolve, whatever my Condition may be, never to truft 
to thy faithlefs Bofom more. 

The APPLICATION. 

Bought Wit is the heft: And the more Variety of Difap* 
pointments we meet with, the grcatefewill be our Expc- 

P ricnce, 



314 JEEP'S TABLES. 

jrience, and the bttter we fhall be qualified to rub thro' the 
World. JSlankind has a flrange Propenfity for Things that 
iinB new and untried : and fo ibrong. a Bias inclhies them 
An ihifting and changing, that every one difrelifhes his own 
Profeffioa, and wiOics he had been of fome other Etnploy- 
ment. The young Academic, dcfigoed to the moil grave 
iof all Profedions, hates to think of his peculiar Habit, of 
that formal referved Deportment by xvhich he is to feparate 
liimfelf from what he counts the Pleafurcs of the World, 
and bid adieu to that Irregularity which Youtli fo much 
<lelights in. He longs for a Commiffion in the Army, that 
he-may be fafhionably licentious,, and indulge himfelf un- 
4}ucilioned in the wanton Sallies of a brifk youthful Appc* 
tite, la the mean Time, the old Soldier, hai-affed out 
with laborious Campaigns abroad, and vexed with the flow 
Belurns of his Half-pay at Home, repines at the happy 
CcHidition of the Ecclefiaflic, battening in £afe and 
Plenty, and flceping unmoleiled in one of the upper 
-Stalls of a Cathedral. With Remorfe* he calls to Mind 
his former Perverfenefs in quitting a College Life, and 
fd<^featif)g the Purpofe of his Relations, who had pur- 
chafed the next Rcverfion of a fat Benefice for him. He 
ihakes his Head,, and reHeds, that, if it had not been 
for his Folly, indead of aching Limbs, and an empty 
Purfe, he might have enjoyed as much Lcifure and Luxur}-, 
aa any Pricfl in the Land. 

Thus, fometimes with, fometimes without, Rcafon, we 
lare difgufled at our Station, and even thofe who are 
embarked in another Way: Which, however it may 
feem to be a Misfortune entailed upon us, yet carries 
JLhis Advantage with it, that, as we are almoft fure of 
heing difappoirited by a Change, we are as certain like- 
wife .of gainii^ fOme Experience by the Bargain, and 
heing wjfer for the future. 
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77ie Young Man and the Lion. 




nrllERL was a (.ertain oM Man, who was Lord of 
* a very great Eftate; and had only one Child, a 
Son, of whom he was exceeding tender and fond ; 
he was iikewife one very apt lo be influenced by 
Omens, Divams, and Progiioftics. The young Man, 
hii Son, was mightily addicted to Iliintine, and nfed 
lo be up early every Morning to follow the Cbace. 
But the Father happening to dream, one Night, that 
his Son was killed by a Lion, took it fo to Heart, 
that he would not fufler him to go' into the Foreft 
any more. He built a fine Cafile for his Recep- 
tion, iQ which he kept him clofe confined, left nc 
fliQuld ftep out privately a Hunting, and meet his 
Fate. Yel, as this was purely the EfleiSt of his 
J^vc and Fondnefs for him, he (ludied to make his 
Confinement as agreeable to him as pofliblej and, in 
order to it, fnrnimed the CaAle with a Variety of fine 
Piftures, in which were all Sorts of wilcf Beafts, 
fuch as the Son ufcd to take Delight in hunting; 
aad, among the reft, the Portrait of a Lion. This 
the young Man viewed one Day more attentively 
P s Oxaa, 
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ihan ordinary ; and being vexed in his Mind at the 
unreafonablejConfinement which his Father's Dream 
V had occaiioned, he broke out into a violent Paffion, 
and looking flemly at the Lion, Thou cruel Savage, 
feys he^ it is to thy grim and terrible Form that I 
owe my Imprifonment; if I had ^ Sword in my 
Hand, I would thus run it through thy Heart, staying 
this, he ftruck his Fid at the Lion's Breaft, and un- 
fortunately tore his Hand with a Point of a Nail 
^hich fluck in the . Wainfcot, and was hid under the 
Canvas. The Wound fefter^, and turned to a Gan- 

frene ; this threw the young Man into a Fever, and 
e di«d. So that the Father's Dream was fulfilled by 
the v^ry Caution tliat he took to prevent it. 

The APPLICATION. 

This Fable, though it may feem to favour and encourage 
the Notion of Dreams, and fuch fancied Difcoverics of 
future Events, is however intended to ridicule and explode 
them. What can be more-«bfurd than the Practice of thofe 
credulous Fools, who, llHlMFiritM enoui^h ^o believe the 
Veracity of Oracles, hJA ^Ktf^jjpudence or Stupidity to 
try to defeat them ^jj^rwarJ^jS^Rt^is %vas making a God 
with one Hand, jbnlSirowing'liim away with the other. 
Firfl they afk tlMMHiglity what he intetids to do ? When 
he has told them^HK believe and tremble, but are refolvcd 
to difappoint hu^B^hey Can: Nay, they think they can, 
and fet abou^jflP^econiingly. Thefe low inconfiilent 
Notiohs of U^pTj^^ ^^^ ^^^ Birth to Atheifm: And 
weH'^hey not tyfi^common in the World Hill, that perni- 
cious Principle, if there be any fuch Principle in Reality, 
would he cither enthely rooted out, or grow, fo thin, as 
not to hinder the Increafe of Virtue. When the Deity, 
which the Generality of the. World acknowledge, is ufed as 
if he were a Deity of Irrefolution, luflability, Mutability 
^ud Paflion, Men of any Difcernment immediately re- 
nounce fuch a Deity as that; and, for Want of due Con- 
fideration, remain Atheifls. It being indeed lefs abfurd 
of the two, not to believe a Supreme Being at all, than to 
believe he is fubjedt to the Frailties of us wretched Mortals^ 
4i/i(/ governed by Whim and Favvcy, 
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FAB. CLXXXIX. TkeUenindtheYox.. 




A FOX having crept into &n Out-hoiife, looked up 
^" and down, Teeking what he might devonr; and 
at lad fpied a Hen fitting upon the uppermoft Perch, 
fo high, that he could oy no Means come at her. 
He ihen had Rccoiirre to his old Stratagem; Dear 
Coiifin, Tavs he, addreffing himfelf to the Hen, how do 
you do? t heard that you were ill, and kept within ; 
at which I was Tb concerned, that I could not reA tilt 
1 came to fee yon. Pray how is it with you now? 
Let me feel your Pulfe a little ; indeed you do not look 
wdl at alJ. He was running on after this impudent 
Ailfome Manner, when the Hen anfwered him.&gni 
the Rooft, Truly, Coufi\i Bei/tiard, you are iff the 
right on'tj I never was in more Pain in my Life : I 
muft beg your Pardon for being fo free as to tell you, 
that I fee no Company ; and you muft cxcufc mc too 
for nnt coming down to you ; for, to fay the Truth, 
my Wndition is fuch, that I fear 1 Ihould catch my 
DeajEf I fliouid do it. 

77tc APPLTCATrON, 
There arc Tome People in thtt World, wbofe Addrcfs 
P 3 »»A. 
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utid Converfalion are Co impertinent, fo Hiocking, ami 
dilttgrcablc, tljat it is duiDg I'ciiaiicc, anil j'uiicring a. 
Kiml of bodily Pain, to be in their CompaDy. Wlien 
itu'l'e familiar i''iibls wiiii tlicir repealed Ofiicioufaefs, alk 
us how we do, rai Wonder if we are really Jiclt; for how 
- can wc be well when lliey ure uear usf They ciilier mean 
licthiiig, and art' vain, liliy ImpertinenU, whuni ue ablior ; 
or cover I'oiiie evil i'uqxife under a Ui%uifc of oaufeous 
(lulpablc ['laUtry, and therefore arc to be treated with 
Kilerve and Caution. A Man who fees tlirough Flattery, 
is iiuked free tVom the Danger of it. Biithelbuuld nut be 
fa tis tied with thai. If heisapublic-fpirited Man, heought 
to di feu utile nil nee and expofe llie I'erfun that practifcs it, 
to pi'evviii it from Uourilliing abroad, aud hurting thofe 
vbu may not be waiy ejiuiigb to difeern, or ftiuinch enough 
10 relili its Attacks. The Men of Fhittery, as they are, in 
< me Digree or other, a couiniou Mifchief, ought to be 
ticatcd BS eoinmon Enemies: And, as it is generally their 
llelign to delude and ijupofe upon oihei-s, if we can be 
Iwlorc-hand wiili, ajul diiiijipcint iheni, we fliall a&, if 
liul generoully, yet, ho«evL-i-, fairly and diffrei'tly. 

F.AB. CXC. The M; n and the Gnat. 




I S a tlownifli FeUow -was fiUiog uu a Bank, a 
' Guat fettled upon \i\a 1*^, acA ^vmi|, \v ^*. 



clapped his Hand with great Vehemence upon the 
Place^ with Intention to kill the Gnat; hut the 
little nimble Infedt^ fkipping lightly between his 
Fingers, efcaped; and every Time he ftmck, be gave 
himfelf a fmart Blow upon the Legjr without being in 
the lead able to touch the Gnat. This provoked him -^ 
very much, fo that in the Height of his PaflBon, he fell ']^ 
to invoking Hercules, O mighty Hercules, fays he, 
iince nothing can with(land tliy Power, aid me, I be- 
feech thee, againft this pernicious Gnat, and with thy 
invincible Strength, fubdue him, in Companion to me,, 
miferable Creaiure, who am tormented with his veno'-^ 
mous Sting. 

The APPLICATION. 

Maay People, like the Clown in the Fable, are apt 
to invoke the Almighty upon every little tricing Accident 
that befals them, Not in an habitual unmeaning Excla* 
niation, fuch as Children and childilh Folks ttfcy but in a 
fcrious deliberate Meditation, conceived in a Fit of Rapture, 
and delivered from the Clofet or Cabinet, in the ufual 
Scafon of Devotion. How many Things are prayed for 
with much Earneftnefs, which, if we were to enquire into 
them, are mere Vanities, and fuch as wc ought to be 
afhamed of having! Not ihat the Supreme Being, who 19 
all-knowing and prefent every where, can be fuppofed tt> 
be ignorant of every littleThought of our Souls, or unable 
to comply with the Multiplicity of our Wifhcs : But it is 
contrary to his exalted Nature to condefcend^to our 
paltry felfifli Schemes, or to grant any of thofe Petitions, 
which we ourfelves, if we confidered, ihould-be aihamed 
to put up. 
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TAB CXCI ne Deer and the Lion 




A Deer being hard pittfiicd by the Hounds, found 
a Cane mlo "hich he iiifheJ for Sct.iint\ But 
he « as HO fooDLT got 111, thai) be favv hmiri-'lf m the 
Power of a Lion, who lay couched at the farther End 
of the Cave, antlfpriinsjiiponhimin anliiftant. Being 
• at the I'ointof Death, liecomplained thus: Unhappy 
Creature that I am ! I entered thU Cave to efsape the 
Purfuil of Men and Dogs, and aoi fallen into the-Jaw^ 
of the moil cruel and rapacious of all wild Bealls. 

The APPLICATION. 

Some arc fo iitif.ii-liinate, as to be ever ninniiig into 
Troubles and Ditliciiltjes; their ill Luck feerus to ride 
ihcrn ilirdunh a -Scrioii of Misfortiincf, and, in ihc meaii 
Time, like liumbliiig Eioi-rus, ttie oftener they ate fpurrH), 
the more they llouiiec along in the Djrt, and tlie moii> Trips 
they make. But as much of this iimy be attributed to 
Fear and Hurry, which, \vhcr('^■c^ they take Place, indil- 
pofe and hinder us frnm acquitting ourlelves as \rc fliuuld 
flo; it is therefon; highly nece(liir\' for fuch as would be 
Iboughc to boiiave ihemrehes like Men. never lo let Fear 
kave any Share in their Words or Atlioiis. 'I'his PalTion 
bliiulaus from difceniing £mr true lutercit: Itiiio Tooner 
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pbintd ont an Evil to tis, but it throws iffi' into the utmoft 
Confiifion, in our Manner and Method of flying from it. We' 
ftart from the prefent Mifchief, before via have pitched 
upon a Place of Refuge ; and, in the Hurry, fatf into » 
thoufand worfc Accidents, which ive have not Time to 
obferve and avoid. But all tfaisiii far below the Charafter 
of agrcat andagood Man. He dreads nothing more than 
Shame ; nor is afhame<l of uny Thing fo much aa Fear, 
Not all the Terrors of this, or any other World, can blind 
the Eyes of his Rcafon, or dil'arm hl^ Undcrilanding. 
Iloncfty dilates to his Confeii'ncc, and his Confcicnce is 
the Rule of his Aftipus. And in this happy Situation of 
his Mind, though the World were to bo crullied, - and- 
tumble in Pieces about his Ears, lie would be found with- 
out Surprize nniidlt the Ruins of it. It is peculiar to 
. Knaves or Tools to be fluri-ifd, through a Senfe of their 
own Guilt or Shame; and bi' always labouring under 
Jealoufies, Doubts, Dilirufls, and Difapp ointments, 
/ 

FAB. CXCJI. The Gardener a«rf /«>Dog.- 




A Gardener i> Doe, fniting about the Bnnk of a 

•»■ Well in th( Garden, happened to fall into it. 

The Gardener verj readOv ran to hii Affiftance, bi^ 

P 5 a^ 
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. as he was" endeavouring to help him out, the Cur bit 
him by the Hand. The Man took this ungrateful 
Treatment fo unkindly, that he left him to mift for 

• 'himfelf, with this Expoftulation ; Wicked Wretch, 
quoth he, are you fo unreafonable as to injure the 
Hand that comes to fave your Life 1 the Hand of me, 
your Matter, who have hitherto fed and taken Care 
of yqu ! Die, as you deferve; for fo mifchievous ami 
ill-natured a Creature is not fit to live* 

TAe APPLICATION. 

All the Obligations you lay upon an ungrateful PcrfoA 
are thrown away. And therefore they who would be 
eftcemed wife, as well as good, fhould ufe fome Elxa^efs 
in the Dircdion of their Tavours, as well as Generofity iiv 
the Difpofal of them. For there are fome of foch male- 
volent Tempers, that they are not only, improper Object* 
of our Good-ifeture, as to themfelves, in being unde- 
fervirig; but of fuch vile Difpofitions in refpeft to U6, that 
wc cannot approach them, though to do them ^ Kindnefs, 
>vithout endangering our own Safety, Our Good-nature, 
therefore, as good a Quality as it is,^ will not excufe us, if 
we fall into the Hands of thefe Kind of People; fomc- 
thing muft be imputed to our Eafmefs and Want of Atten- 
tion ; and if we are fo free as to beflow our Favours, with- 
out conrKlering where wc place them, the difcerning Part 
of Mankind will rank us intheClafs of Fools or Madmen, 
inftead of giving us the Applaufe that is due to Anions 
truly liberal. 



FA& 
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FAB. CXCIII. The Cock and the Fox 




'TpHE Fox, paffintr early one Si mmcr s Mom ng 
■'■ 1 ear a Farm Yard, \as caught ti a Sprng, 
wh ch the Farmer 1 ad planted there for thit End 
1 he Cock, at a Diftance, faw what happened ; 
and, hardly yet daring to truft himfelf too near fo 
dangerous a Foe, approached him caiitioufly, and 
peeped at him, not without fome Horror and Dread 
of Mind. Jtiynard no fooner perceived it, but he 
addreiTed himfelf to him, with all the dcfigning Arti- 
fice imaginabJc, Dear Coiifin, fays he, you fee 
xvhat an unfortunate Accident has befallen me here, 
and all upon your Account. For, as I was creeping 
through yond^er Hedge, in my Way homeward, I 
heard yoii crow, and was refoivcd to aflt you how 
you did before I went any further: But by the 
iVay I met with this Difafter; and therefore now 
I mufl become an hutnble Suitor to you for a Knife 
to cut this plaguy String ; or, at leaft, that you 
would conceal my Misfortune, till I have gnawed 
it afuoder with my Teeth. The Cocli, feeing bow 
P e ** 
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. the Cafe fiootl, made no Reply, but polled away as. 

fail as he could, and gave the Farmer an Account of 
., ^ the whole Matter; who, taking a good Weapon 
'•'''^ along with him, came and did the Fox's Bufinefs, 

before he could have Time to contrive his Efcape. 



4* 



The APPLICATION. 



Tlio' there is no Quality of the Mind more graceful ia 
itfelf, or that renders it more amiable to othecs, than the 
having a tender Regard to thofe who are in Diftrefs; yet 
we may err, even in that Point, unlefs we take care to let 
our Companion flow out upon proper Objeds onl}-. When 
the Innocent fall into Misfortune, it is the Part of a gene- 
rous brave Spirit to contribute to their Redemption ; or, 
if that be impoiTible, to adminifter fomcthing to their 
Comfort and Support. -But when wicked Men, who have 
been Enemies to their Fellow-Subjcds,^ are entrai^ped in 
their own pernicious Schemes, he that labours to (lelivcr 
them makes hi mfelf an Allbciatc in their Crimes, and be- 
comes as great an Enemy to the Public, as thofe whom, he 
would fcrecn and prote(j|. 

When Highwaymen 4nd Houfebreakers are taken,, con- 
demned, and going to fatisfy Juftice, at the Expence of 
their vile paltry Lives; who are they that grieve for them, 
and would be gla;d to refcue them from the Rope? Nat 
honed Men, wc may be fure. The reft of the thieving 
Fraternity would perlraps commiferate their Condition, 
and be ready to mutiny in their I'avour : Nuy, the rafcally 
Solicitor, who has been employed upon their Account, 
\vould he vexed that his Negociations had fucceeded no 
better, and be afraid of lofing his Reputation among otlier 
Delinquents for the future. But every Friend- to Juftice 
would have no Rcafon to be difliitisfied at any Thing but a 
mournful Reflexion whicli he could not forbear making, 
That, while thefe little Criminals fwing for fome triHing 
inconfiderablc Rapine, others, fo tranfccndently their Sq- 
periors in Fraud and Plunder, efcape with a whole Skin. 
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TAB CXCIV 77ic Raven and the Serpent 




A H ngrv Raven fl\ ng about in Qneft of his Prev, 
•**■ la V a Serpent balking hinifelf upon the S de of a 
funny Bank. Down he foufed upon him, and feized 
him with his horny Beak, in order to devour him t 
But the Serptnt, writhine to and fro with the Pain, 
hit the Raven again with his venomous Teeth, to fuch 
a Degree, that Tie could not furvive it. The Raven, 
in the Agonies of Death, is faid to have cnnfelTeft that 
this Judgment happened to him juftly; finee he had 
attenipttd to fatisfy his craving Appetite, at the Ex- 
pencc of another's Welfare. 

The APPLICATION. 

Tliry who are of a ravcDous greedy Temper, and for 
fwalimiing all that comes in ihoir Way, may chance ro 
meet with a Stiiig i» the End. When Penple are ui5tuated 
by an infitiable Avarice, they ftick at nothing; withoM 
c<.>nridi'rin^ the Lawfulncfs, or even the real Emulumcnt 
of fnapping at all, ri^ht or wrono, Jown it goes; and, if 
it has but the Appearance of Gain, they are liir making a 
Seifurc, let iha Confcqncnce be whac it will. 

Thus the Covetous, whom (and and Man abhor, pu- 

nillies hiinfell fur hi» own Iniquity, Bcin^ deaf to tjjc 

Voice 
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Voice of Confcicnce, tuid tlie Diftatcs of natural Rcafoiii 
and blind to every Thing but liis own vile felfilh Views, 
throws hlinrdf aftt-r Getting, «»rb a precipitate Violence, 
and ot'tci) dallies liiinl'clf tu Pieces -upon ao unfcen Uock. 



FAB CXCV The Fox and the Hedgehog. 




A Fox was fwitnming acrofs a RiVer, and, when 
he came to the other Side, he found the Bank 
fo fteep and fl ppery, that \ l could not get up (t But 
thi3 was not all his Misfortune, for while he (lood m 
the Water, deliberating what to do, he was attacked 
by a fwarni of Flies, who, fettling upon his Head and 
Eyes, ftune and plagued him grievoufiy. A Hedge- 
hog, who (toed upon the Shore, beheld and pitied Tiis 
Condition, and, withal, offtrcd t» drive away the Flies, 
which niole(}ed and teazed him in that fad Manner. 
friend, replies the Fox, I thank you for your kind 
Offer, but mull delire you hy no Means to dellroy 
thefe honeft Bloodfuckers that are now quartered upon 
me, and whofe Bellies are, I fancy, pretty well tilled; 
fiir if they Ihould leave me, a frcfh Swarm would take 
dieir Places, and I (hould not bave a Drop of Blood 
kfl in my whole Body. 



jESOP'i FABLES. 



The APPLICATION. 

This Fable is recorded byArf/iatle; who tells mth&tMifop' 
Tpokc it lo tltc Saniiaiu, as an Ai^umunl to dilTuaUc thcui 
from ilepofmg their great Miniflur of State. And a Ihrcwil 
ind weighty one it is too. For a Minilliir of State la either 
in hoiiell public tj>iritcd Mun, iinil laboura lor thi; Uoud of 
,hu Commonwealth, or lie h chiefly intent, by all Wsy» 
ind Mcuns, upon lilting his own Callers, and upon ag- 
i-randizing and enriching his Relations. Now, when: the 
lii'ft happeu:!, one need not lay how much it helioves every 
particular Man, and all in general, to wilh Cor the Con- 
tinuance of lo wife and good aPiitriot: Neither IhouM 
they part with him merely for being one of the other 
■^tanip; for, howi'vcr ciimiual he may be, in having rob- 
bed luid plnndered the Public, we Ihould confidcr, that, 
like tlic I'lics in ihe Fable, he is priity near full; and if 
he \verc to be removed, would only make Way for fomc 
other mori! hungry, who would fqucezc out of the poor 
People the Remainder of llicir Property. 



FAB CXCVI 



The Mafter and his Scholar. 




k S a Schoolmafter was walking tipon the Bank 
*■ of a Ki»er, oot Su frpni bis School, he hearJ a 
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Cry as of one in Didrefs; advancing a^ few Pac» 
farther, he ftiw one^Qf his Scholars in the Water, 
banging by the Bough of a Willow. The Boy had, 
it feems, been learninff to fwim with Corks : ana now, 
thinking hinifelf fufnciently experienced, had thrown 
thofe Implements afide, ' and ventured into the Water 
- ^IKitbout them ; but the Force of the Stream having 
hurried him out of his Depth, he had certainly been 
drowned, had not the Branch of a Willow, which 
grew on the Bank, providentially hung in hi& Way. 
The Mailer took up the Corks, which lay upon the 
Ground, anfi throwing them to bis Scholar, made ufe 
of this Opportunity to read a Le6lure to him upon the 
inconfiderate Raflinefs of Youth. Let this be an 
Example to you, fays he, in the CondiTiSl of your 
future Life, never to throw away your Corks till Time 
has given you Strength and Experience enough to 
fwim without them. 

T^ie APPLICATION. 

Some People are fo vain and felf-conceitcd, that they 
will run themidves into a tlioufaud Inconveniencics, ra- 
ther than be thought to want AflTiftttncc in any one Refpcd. 
Now there are many little Helps and Accommodations in 
Life, which they who launch out into the wide Ocean of 
the World ought to make ufe of as Supporters to raife and 
buoy them up^ till they are grown ftrongrn the Knowledge 
of Men, and fu(ficiently verfed in Bufinefsv to fteni the 
Tide by themfelves. Vet many, like the Child in the 
Fable, through an Affedation of being thought' able and 
experienced, undertake Affairs which are too big for them, 
I and venture, out of their Depth, before they 6nd their own 
Wcaknefs and Inability. 

Feiv arc above being advrfed : Nor are we ever too 
old to learn any Thing which we may be the better for. 
But young Men, above all, Ihould not difdain to open 
their Eyes to Example, and their Ears to Admonition. 
Thdy (hould not be afhamed to furtiifh thcmfelves with 

Rales for their Behaviour iuxhe World, However mean 
.: J it 
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It may fcem to ufc fuch Ilel^," yet it is really dangerous 
lo b(; witliout them. As a ^Iau who is lame with the 
(4out, had bettor draw the Obfcrvations of People upon 
MiTi, by walking with a Criitcb; than expofe himfelf to # 
thoir Ridicule by tumbling down in the Dirt. It is as un- 
jialural to fee a young Man throw hinifelT out iii Conver- 
lation with an alFuniing Air, upon a Subject which ho 
knows nothing of, as for a Child of throe Me^iths olc|j|»;.** 
bo left to go without its J-eading-ltrings : They are equity*" ' 
Ihocking and painful to the Spedlator. Let them have buf* 
Patience till Time and Experience llrengtiien the Mind of •»,. 
the one, and the Limbs of the other, and they may both 
make fuch Excurfions as may not be difagrceable oroiijeu*> . 
live to the Eye of the Beholder, 

And here it may not be improper to fay fomething by 
Way of Application to the Whole. It is not expeded that 
they who are verfed and hackneyed in the Paths of Life 
iliould troubfe themfelves to perufe thefe little loofe 
Sketches of Morality ; fuch may do well enough without 
them. They are written for the Benefit of the Young, 
and the Unexperienced ; if they do but relifli the Coin- 
tents of this Book, fo as to think it woith reading over two 
or three Times, it will have attained its End; and fliould 
it meet with fuch a Reception, the feveral Authors ori- 
ginally concerned in tliefe Fables, and the prefent Com- ' 
piler of the Whole, may be allowed not altogether to have 
mifomployed their Time, in prepaiing fuch a Collation for 
their Entertainment. 



THE END. 
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A. 

ADVICE, when to be rejedled, Tage 141. Who are 
unfit to give it, 177. Confider who gives it, before 
you take it, 44 
Affection, the Inconveniencics of it, 78. It is the Dane 

of Beauty, 106\ Other Inconveniencics of it, l6l 
Agriculture recommended, 236 
Athenians enflavc<l by Pififtratvs,, 6 
Attorney draws the 'Squire into a Mortgage, 45 
Avarice, and Ambition, frequently difappointed, 102. Un- 
accountable, 138. That and Envy expofed and enquired 
into^ 229. That and Ambition ought to fuffer, 9. ITic 
Inconveniencics of it, 325 
Authors merit, not by writing much, butwell^ 126 

B. 

Beauty, that of the Mind preferable to that of the 

Body, 106 
Biter bit, 187 

Brave Men, above being provoked by Cowards, 26 
Bribe, cannot tempt an honefl Man, 182 
Britoniy jealous of Strangers, 109 
Bullies, generally Cowards, 122. Overadl their Part, 207' 

C. 

Captious, not good to befo, 83 
Change, feldom makes Things better, 250 
Changeling Plumjlock, Sir, vies with Lord Cajllebitilder, 21 
Children ought to take their Parents' Advice, 196 
Church, thofc that frequent it out of Vanity, their Reli- 
gion not worth a Straw, 49 

Civility, 



INDEX. 

Civility, overacted, is fufpiciotis, 182 
Coffee lloafc Politics, ridiculous, 2-^3 
Company (when bad) to be avokled, 2(32. It concerns us 

to keep good, 133 
Complaints, better let alone, IpO 
Condition, feldom plcafed with mir own> 314. Unrea- 

fonablc to repine at it, 34. Made- ^orfe . by rcpinind| 

at it, 82. '^ " i-tri 

Content, makes a poor Man happy, 104 .,-*;•.■ 

Converfation, when dilagrccable, 31/ 
Country, and Country Life recommended^ 63. 'Squiro 

damns a Court Life, 42 
Courage, nothing without Condu^, 92 
Court, thofe who frequent it ihould not value tbenn- 

felves, 50 
Cowards, cannot impofe upon thofe that know them> 19ft 
Craft, repelled by Cunning, allowable, 2l6, 238 
Critic, envious, 43 
Cunning, generally filly Fellows who fet up for it, lOS 

D. 

Death-bed Repentance confidercd, 53 

Death,. dreaded by tbofe who pretend to wiil) for it, llft^, 

Death and Love, unaccountable, 243 

Decrees of Fate not to be refifted, 40 

Difcarded Statefman, difcontented, 41 

Diftrefsf cruel to infult People in it, 104 

Divifions among the Great Ones, how encouraged, 28 

Do as you would be done by, 222 

Double-tongued People to be avoided, 99' Neighbour^ 

have a Care of him, 140 
Dreams, and fuch idle Notions, the Folly of them; 3l6 

Education, the EfTefts of it, 202 
Enemies, not to be aififlcd or tnl!(flcd, if>L 
F^vy, defcribed, its Inconveniencieis, 219 
Evenncfs of Temper recmnmende^d, 2<>8 
Example, have a Care how you make tliem, Q57 
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Fafliions, oddly jntrodaccd, 11 6 

Fault, not to be Yoiiud with others, if guHty ourfelves, ISd 

Favourite, every one not lit to be fo, 21 1» Surprifiog 

whenhonell, 47 
Fear, the Inconvcniencies of it, 3^20. It is unreafonable, 
«:^t, ^^' ^^*n" *ind ififignificiint, 142 
VnRIattcry, ftiifcUievous, but hard to be avoided, 17 

foreigners ilioiild not flight the Country they are in, 171 
Fortune, often blamed wrongfully, 158. Ought to have 
' her IXh*, 310 
Forwardnefs fliould be difcouragcd, 1£)5 
Foul Means, foinetiracs heft, 1^2 
. Friend, falfe one a delegable Thing, 154. Thena and 
Relations not to be depended on, 72. We ihould b« 
nice in our Choice of them, 252 
Friend (hip, neeefliiry to our Well-being, 24, 248, 294- 
Infecure till tried, 84 

G. 

Gaming-Houfes, thofe flupid that frequent them, 125 

Genealogy, flupid to inlift upon it, 158 

Generoiity, a hand fome Virtue, 57 

Glafs, a lleafon why we fhould often confult it, 132 

Glory, nothing fliould be undertaken for the fake of it, 

150 
God, fervcd better another Way than by Prayer, 100 
Good-nature, our Intereft to excrcife it, 57 
GoveriTment, ncccfl'ary to be fupported, 69 
Greatncfs, expofed to Storms, 145 
'Great Cry and little Wool, 47 
Great Men, bad Neighbours, 87 

Habit, the Inconvenience of it, 2.91 

Haftc, the more, the worfc Speed, V75 

Honell Man, his Word as good as J»is Oath, 307 

Ilonefty the bell Policy,. 18*;. Dangerous in bad Times, 4 

Humanity, how fur it ought to go,. 267 » Is a grcftt 

Virtue> i6a ' 

Idle 
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Idle Fellows, troublefome any where, 179 

Jcfl, how to baffle and defeat it, 85 '', 

111 Men, not to be ferved, 13 

Imitation, the Ruin of many, C2$ 

Impatience, hurtful, QO 

Impertinents, plcafant to feethem matched, 151 • •'" 

Irapoflibilities, fhould not be attempted, 2|>2 . ^ 

Incendiaries, what we fhould think of them^ 26S 

Induflry recommended, 206 

Induftry, makes Amends for Want of Parts, 270 

Informer, an odious Charafter, 283 

lna;rateful People, all that you do for them,, xbrowa 

away, 322 
Ingratitude, a great Vice, 2fi9. Coufidered, 46 
Inhuman to treat an old Servant ill, 52 
Injuries, often hurtful to tbofe who do them, 214 
Injury, he that does it, never forgives, 26*5 
Injufiice, a LelTon againfl it, 25.9 
Innocent People, perfecuted for being fo, 309 
Inquifition, why fevere upon the Jexos, 111 
Infults, to People in diftrefs, inhuman, 14:6 
Inlcrcft, at fecond-hand, not to bo depended on„ 303 
Invention, an Art recommended, 95 
Juba, his Addrefs would be ill taken by fome, 107 
Judgment, Want of it makes us unhappy, 59» The Cau(e 

of its being wrong, 280 
Juftice, irregular, l6*fi 

King, he that breaks his Word, not to be truiled, 148i. • 
liow he ought to be qualified, 16*0. He that is indo-^ 
lent, cruel to his P«ople, 34 
Kite, a King good enough for fome People, 29 
Kuaves, once known, never to be well eileemed| ' 198 

Law, the Inconveniencies of going lo it, 239 

Lend with Caution, !§ I 

Liar; once detedled, ntver to lie bcRevedi 263 
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liberties of the People, ndi to be trudcd without Secu- 
rity, 30 
Life, fuU of Unccrteinty, 170 
Little People fufier when Grtsatf Ones fall out, 28 
Look before yoiiix^ap, 136 
Luxury find Intedipevttace, (liort-livcd, 10t> 

M. 

Man, a true one hard to be found, 288. His Mind like a 

Bow, 172 
Mankind, ^verfe to boifterous Treatment", 77* Never 

know when they are well, 200 
Marriage, fatal when unequal, 58. When the Effect of 

Love only, fatal and raHi, II9. Young Fellows uur 

•done by it, ibid. 
Martyrs, their blood the Seed of the Church, 77 
M«n always Lofers by the Women, 32 
Menenius Agrippa appeafcs a Tumult, 69 
Merit, arifes from good Senfe, 88 
Minifter difcarded, how he may clear himiblf, 111. A 

wickodi one'v why to be tolerated, 327 
Modody and Impudence in Extremes, 231 

N. 
Nature, the Force of it, 275 

O. 

Offices, good, to be done to proper Objects, 40 

Officioufncfs, to be fufpedled, 261 

Old Age, an agreeable one, l6^ 

Opinion, we mud judge according to it, 276 

Opportunity^ the prcfent not to he n«^le6bed, 1J4, 126 

Outfide, not to be trofted, Q6S Q 

P. 

Panics, trctttcd by ourfelves, 55' 

Parents, the Folly of fome, 311. Our Duty to them 

arifes from their Go0duei«, 38. They maf be uudii- 

tiful, ibid. 
Party, no Truth to bc: «xpe6ied from Party Hifturiaos, 

90. They are wicl^H who occafion Parties^ 2^5^ 

Partv, 
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Party, bafe to defcrt, but vefy- common, 213 

FalTioii, the ill VJiUls of it, 284 

Perfecution makes People' oblUnnte, 77 

Phyfician (hould heal himfelf,- SO 

Pity is but poor Comfort, 281. Not always to J)e (hewn, 

324 ■■- . ■ 

Place, often the Caufe of Infolence, ]93 
Poverty, thofe that dread it part with their Liberty, 6S 
Power not to be trufled, 11. Efpecially unlimited, with 

no Man, 30 
Prayers, the Impropriety of them, .100 « 

Praying, the Manner of it confidered, 304.' How ofteu 

ufed for Trifles, 31^ 
Preacher declaims againft Drunkennefs, 80 
Precaution, a good Thing, }6S 
Prerogative, feldom made a good ufe of, 6l 
Pride, the Inconvenience of it, 234 
Principles not eafily to be counterfeited, 174 
Proraife nothing but what is in your Power, 75 
Providence, unfathomable, 209 
Public Spirit, many pretend to it, 286 

Q. 

Quality, who are Men of true, 49 

R. 

Raflinefs, the InconveDiencies of it, 241 

Refped, how to be preferved, 246 

Revenge, eafy, 113* Its being fo, a Reafon againil doing 

Injuries, 24 
Revolutions in Government, feldom- hurt the Poor, 129 
Rich, thoft^who become fo usjuilly, what they mu& do, 

68 
Riches, when an Incumbrance, 232. Too often in ill 

Hands, 209 
Ridiculous, how forae People make-themfeiTes fo, 184 
Robber of the Public ought to liite in Fear, 8 • 
Rogues multiplied by being fttcceffiful, 1 55 
Rulers of a State to be kept up inJGrandeury 6$. Not to 

be chofen for their Outhde, 25^ i ; 
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